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PREFACE. 



TO THE CHRISTIAN READER. 

Let this little volume be read with the thoughtfulness 
and attention described on page 92. 

May all who read these pages be followers of those who 
'^ through faith and patience " are made partakers of the 
mercies and promises of Gtoi in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

G. T. H. 
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Job v. 26. 

'' Thou shall come to thy grave in a full age^ like as a shock 

of com cometh in in his season.** 

THE sentiments uttered by Job's friends, though often 
misapplied with reference to him, contain nevertheless 
some very weighty, important truths. They show the 
punishments which await, and frequently even now fall upon 
the wicked, and describe the happiness, safety, and ultimate 
prosperity of those who fear God. 

In discoursing on the words just read, it may be well to 
comment on a few of the foregoing verses, as they will show 
who the persons are of whom they are spoken, and what 
privileges and blessings belong to them. 

" Behold," says Eliphaz, " happy is the man whom God 
correctethy therefore despise not thou the chastening of the 
Almighty." Happy is he if he make but a due improvement 
of the correction. Correction to such an one, so far from 
being a sure mark of Divine displeasure, is rather an 
evidence of his sonship, and a means of his sanctification ; 
it modifies his corruptions, weans his heart from the 
world, draws him nearer to God, leads him to make sup- 
plication, and renders the precepts and promises of the 
Word an object of more interesting study than they were 
before. *' For He maketh sore, and bindeth up ; he 
woundeth, and his hands make whole. He shall deliver 
thee in six troubles ; yea, in seven there shall no evil touch 
thee." 

B 
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Gj-od's usual method is first to wound, and tlien to heal ; 
first to convince and tlien comfort ; first to humble and then 
to exalt ; and as one observes, " He never makes a wound 
too great, too deep for his own hand to cure." 

" He shall deliver thee in six troubles, &c." This in- 
timates that as long as we are here in this world, we must 
expect a succession of troubles, that " the clouds will 
return after the rain ;" after six troubles may come a seventh, 
after many may come more ; yet out of them all will the 
Lord deliver those who are His. Whatever troubles good 
men may be in, " there shall no evil touch them, nothing 
that befalls them shall do them any real harm. When 
desolating judgments are abroad, they shall be taken under 
special protection. **In famine. He shall redeem thee from 
death : and in war from the power of the sword." Thou 
shalt not only be protected from the sword of war, but 
shalt be " hid from the scourge of the tongue,"*^ The arrows 
of calumny, the stings of detraction shall fall harmless at 
thy feet. The best and most inoffensive cannot wholly 
secure themselves, even the upright, from reproach and false 
accusation. Erom these a man cannot hide himself but 
God can hide him, so that the most malicious slanders shall 
be so little heeded by him as not to disturb his own peace, 
or hinder his reputation with others. " Thou shalt be hid 
from the scourge of the tongue, neither shalt thou be afraid 
of destruction when it cometh. At destruction and famine 
thou shalt laugh : neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts 
of the earth. For thou shalt be in league with the stones ' 
of the field ; and the beasts of the field shall be at peace 
with thee. And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall 
be in peace, and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt 
not sin. Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, 
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aud thine offspring as the grass of the earth." Then follow 
the words of the text — " Thou shalt come to thy grave," &c. 

The verses which have been read, intimate something of 
the character^ while they insist at length on the privileges 
of the godly. They represent human life as a chequered 
scene in which good and evil are interchangeably mingled. 
But then t6 the righteous is promised supports and deliver- 
ances which are denied to others. TKhey are a comment on 
those words of the Apostle, " All things shall work together 
for good to them that love God." Personal, domestic, and 
social piety shall always be crowned by special marks of the 
Divine favour. " G-odliness is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come." 

To come however to the words first read — "Thou shalt 
come to thy grave," &c. What do they imply? They 
seem to promise, length of days, maturity in grace^ and a 
safe, seasonable, and happy departure out of this world. 

i. Length of days is here promised. Beligion, besides other 
advantages, is certainly favourable to longevity. Vice and 
profiigacy lead to diseases of various kinds, to wasting 
uneasiness of mind, and to premature decay, **How oft is 
the candle of the wicked put out ! and how ofc cometh their 
destruction upon them ! God distributeth sorrows in his 
anger," while the fear of the Lord saves from many temporal 
evils. ** My son, forget not my law, but let thine heart 
keep my commandments, for length of days, and long life, 
and peace, shall they add to thee." " Happy is the man 
that findeth wisdom, and the roan that getteth understand- 
ing. Length of days is in her right hand ; and in her left 
hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace." 

3 2 
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But whether a Christian's earthly pilgrimage be longer 
or flhorter, he is taught the art of prolonging his days by 
piety and usefulness; he learns to lengthen his span of 
being, by filling up the space allotted to him usefully and 
well, by doing much work in a little time. He lives long 
who lives well. That life is long, which answers life's great 
end. " Por honourable age is not that which standeth in 
length of time, or that which is measured by number of 
years. But wisdom is the grey hair to man, and an un- 
spotted life is old age." 

ii. The " full age" marks the maturity or ripeness of grace. 
Beligion in the soul is compared in Scripture to the growth 
of plants. There is first the implanting of a right seed, the 
work of regeneration within ; Aen there is the gradual un- 
folding of heavenly principles and holy dispositions. " So 
is the kingdom of Qod as if a man should cast seed into 
the ground. For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself, 
first the- blade, then the ear, after that the full com in the 
ear. But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he 
putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come." As 
during the various seasons of the year, the process of vege- 
tation is going on, though secret and often unnoticed, and 
unobserved, yet that a great work has been wrought is visi- 
ble at length by the effects produced ; so in the operations 
of grace. " The fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" 
—these as they ripen, and swell, and flourish, are pleasing 
to God and profitable to man. They powerfully proclaim 
the power, wisdom and goodness of the great Husbandman, 
and as they rise on every side, they point out "the 
field which the Lord hath blessed." It is pleasing and 
useful to mark thej^rogress of religion in ourselves or others ; 



Preparation for the Harvest. 



to observe " the work of £3aith, the iabour of love and 
the patience of hope" advancing (within); to find that 
every year as we draw nearer to the end of our jour- 
ney, we are becoming more fit for the solemn change. It 
would be well for each one to examine himself on this point 
seriously — to inquire whether they have " the root of the 
matter within" them, or are as yet altogether destitute of 
the fear and love of Q-od — and, if we have any measure of 
these, it becomes us to cherish and promote their increase 
by every possible means. " Grow in grace," saith the 
Apostle, '' and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ." Q-rowth in grace manifests itself by a sim- 
plicity — ^that is, by a greater naturalness of character. There 
will be more usefulness and less noise ; more tenderness of 
conscience, and less scrupulousness; there will be more 
peace, more humility : when the full corn is in the ear, it 
bends down, because it is full. (Cecil.) Maturity in re- 
ligious experience, ripeness in Christian graces, are fitly and 
beautifully represented by a shock of com fully ripe, and 
ready to be gathered. *^ Thou shalt come to thy grave in a 
full age, like as a shock of com cometh in in his season.'^ 

iii. l^is too is a description of a safe, seasonable^ and 
happy departure out of this world. 

In considering this, and some of the foregoing verses, we 
seem to have been taking a brief and rapid leview of a good 
man's course. From his earlier years, chastened by the 
Almighty, his first and most useful lessons have been learned 
in the school of discipline, thus proving that ''it is good 
for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. He sitteth 
alone and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon 
him. He putteth his mouth in the dust, if so be there may 
be hope." Nor do conflict, change and trials end then. In 
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fudsi iitej oulj begin here, AMiaulta of Tarioas Jdnda, from 
witf^ked men or evil npirits pursue him tlirongh every period 
of hin journey, while the ordinary vintations of Providence 
the common calamities of life, are ever at hand to remind 
him tliat this world is not his rest. Sometimes dispensations 
of a sterner and more sweeping character, such as war, 
famine, or pestilence, may threaten the people of God in 
common with the rest of mankind. But whatever be the 
nature or duration of their troubles, the Ood whom they 
serve is able, and is at hand to deliver them. The trials 
they are called to endure, shall not only do them no harm, 
but shall work together for their good. It is their privilege 
to grow wiser and better by everything that they meet with 
hero, to Had both their crosses as well as their comforts 
sanctified to them by the word of Ood and prayer. In nature, 
the snows of Winter, the showers of Spring, and occasional 
rains in Summer are necessary to promote the growth of 
grain. Perpetual sunshine would wither instead of ripening 
the i>rocious crop ; so Ood sees that uninterrupted prosperity 
would often prove ix^urious to the soul. Accordingly, He 
suits his dispensations not to our wishes but to our wants. 
Ills design is invariably to do us good. " He taketh plea- 
sure in the spiritual prosperity of His servants." His end 
is to make us ** fruitful in every good word and work, that 
the soul may increase in the knowledge of Ood." The 
work of renewal often is unseen by human eye ; the mortifica- 
tion of oorruptioUi the progress of eanctification is slow ; but 
still in tho Iioorts of Ood*s chosen it is going on ; there is 
first tho bladOi then tho ciu^, and after that the full com in 
the oar, and whon this perfect fruit is brought forth, im- 
mediately lie puttoth in tho sickle, because the harvest is 
oomt\ When tho soul liko a bonding sheaf of ripened grain 
is roady to be gathorod, the Divine Husbandman will not 



Preparation for the Harvest. 



long delay. The angel of death will put in his sickle, and 
lodge the well furnished spirit in the garner above. There 
safe from withering blight or wasting tempest it shall rest 
in the bosom of its Lord, awaiting the day when the wheat 
shall be fully and finally separated from the chaff, when the 
Son of man shall send forth his angels and shall gather out 
of his kingdom all things that offend^ and them which do 
iniquity. " Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in tjie kingdom of their Father." 

" Lo this, we have searched it, so it is ; hear it, and know 
thou it for thy good." 

These words which immediately follow the text, form a 
suitable close to this discourse. TIhs is the best application 
which can be made of the subject. Scripture, experience, 
the testimony of the righteous, and even the confessions of 
the ungodly in their serious moments, all unite to prove, that 
''the man is blessed who feareth the Lord." They seem 
to say with one voice, " Lo this, we have searched it, so it 
is" — ^hear it, ye sons of men, ye who are still among the 
living, whose earthly race is not yet run, but is fast has- 
teniog to a close. Hear it, thou who hast chosen the good 
part, and see how '' the light of God's favour and blessing 
shall shine upon thy ways." If thou be faithful, how calm 
and bright shall be the evening of thy days \ Hear it, too, 
thou wanderer and return — know it for (thyself) for thy good, 
make trial of it for thyself. Let my counsel be acceptable 
unto thee, break off thy sins by righteousness, thy iniquity 
by true repentance, and living saving faith in the blood and 
righteousness of the Saviour ; it shall be the lengthening of 
thy tranquillity. And let this be the earnest prayer of each 
individual, " Gather not my soul with sinners," but num- 
ber me with thy people here and with thy saints in glory 
everlasting." 
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Hebrews iv. 1. 

'* Let U8 therefore feary lest, a promise being left us of enter- 
ing into His rest, any of you should seem to come short sf 

itr 

» (notes.) 

CONSIDEE: 1st. The blessing promised. 
2nd. The state of mind in which we should 
consider it. 

i. The Qospel is a revelation and a promise of eternal 
life. Even while the believer is upon earth, this rest is not 
only insured but begun. 

He has rest with regard to his understanding. 

No uncertainty of mind with regard to the truth. 

No longer ** Like a wave of the sea, driven with the 
wind." 

His feet are set upon the Eock. 

His conscience is at rest. He is freed from the torment 
of guilty fear. A crucified Saviour has redeemed him. 
** Being justified by faith, we have peace with God." 

With regard to his passions and appetites. While pride 
and envy, and malice, and avarice, and sensual affections, 
reigned within, often fighting against the convictions of his 
own judgment, he was like " the troubled sea." But sanc- 
tifying grace has delivered him from bondage, and from the 
tyranny of adverse and raging lusts : it has subdued his 
temper and regulated his desires : it has restored order and 
self-government ;— and these have restored peace. 

With regard to his condition and circumstances. He is 
freed from those anxieties and disquietudes which devour 



The Fear of Falling from Grace, 9 

others who make the world their portion and have no con- 
fidence in God. He looks beyond the present scene to the 
Great Sovereign Euler of all, who orders all things for the 
best. Together with a becoming indifference to this world, 
he cherishes a blessed resignation to the call of his Heavenly 
Father, learning in whatsoever state he is, therewith to be 
content. " By prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
he makes known his requests unto Qod ; and the peace of 
God keeps his heart and mind through Christ Jesus." 

But excellent as his present condition is, it is nothing 
when compared with what is yet to come. "With all his 
advantages here^ a voice perpetually sounds in his ears, 
*• Arise ye and depart: this is not your rest." However 
favourable the voyage, Christians are yet on the boisterous, 
treacherous ocean ; they are looking out for their native 
shore ; and by and by they will enter the harbour. " Then 
are they glad because they are quiet : so He bringeth them 
into their desired haven." 

The Apostle, therefore, to express Heaven, often uses the 
word " rest." And it is observable that he employs two 
allusions, to enable us to conceive of it more clearly ; the 
one taken from Canaan, and the other taken from the Sab- 
bath. 

Ah ! ye departed saints, you can tell us what this blessed 
repose is. You have traversed the wilderness where you 
" wandered in a solitary way ; where you found no city to 
dwell in ; where, hungry and thirsty, your soul fainted in 
you." But you have lefb the desert ; you have passed the 
river Jordan; you have entered "the land flowing with 
milk and honey." Tour week days, your worldly days, are 
now over, and you have begun your Sabbath. Here you 
called the sabbath a delight, but it was soon over, and the 
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wc^ld again deprired joa of ibe holier feelings it produced. 
Yon sometimes psased silent sabbaths and moomed the loss 
of sanctoarr priril^es. Too alviajs spent imperfect ones : 
jou could not do the things that jou would, and soon grew 
weary m the senice of God, if not ^ it. But now your 
strength is perfe<^y renewed. Yon are for erer with the 
Lord. Yon serre Him day and night in His temple. You 
are keeping the Sabbath which remains for the people of 
C^od. 

Such is the blessing set before us in the text : rest for 
the souL What welcome intelligence is this ! How much 
we stand in need of such an assurance ! Our earth is a 
Tale of tears : our enjoyments are unsatisfying and uncer- 
tain. Surdy " man walketh in a Tain show." But he is 
not compelled to walk so now. There are realities attain- 
able. There is satisfaction to be found, CTcn here, in the 
ways of godliness. "" He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good." " Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at 
peace." Do not resemble the Jews of old to whom He 
said, ^ This is the rest, wherewith ye may cause the weary to 
rest, and this is the refreshing ; yet they would not hear." 
(Isaiah xxriii.) Listen rather to the encouraging Toice 
of the Saviour, who says, " Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." '* Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart ; and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 

ii. Consider the state of mind in which we should regard 
this blessing. " Let us therefore fear," Ac. But what is 
this fear ? It is a fear of caution, of vigilance, of scrutiny ; a 
fear which leads us to examine ourselves, and to ask whether 
we have a title to Heaven, and are in a fair way to obtain 
this blessedness. Now the thought of missing this rest, is 
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enough, surely, to awaken in you a peculiar concern ; — 
especially when you consider the possibility and the conse^ 
quences of your coming short. 

First, to excite in you this fear, consider the possibility of 
your coming short. And here let me advert to a fact which 
should render us seriously anxious. Six hundred thousand 
Israelites came out of Egypt ; but two only entered the land 
of Canaan. (1 Corinthians x.) Depend not on outward 
privileges, on gifts of nature or grace, on baptism, or par- 
taking of the memorials of our Saviour's death ; these are 
no certain proofs of salvation. Tou may go far, but not 
far enough : you may be convinced but not couverted ; like 
Saul, king of Israel, you may have another heart but not a 
new one. Eow many say, " I have need of nothing and 
know not that they are (spiritually) wretched and miser- 
able and poor and blind and naked.-' (Revelation iii) 

But, 2ndly, consider the consequence of coming short of 
Heaven. Terrible it must be to be deprived of the fulness 
of joy, of the crown of life, the everlasting kingdom which 
the Lord hath promised to them that love Him. What 
would it be to lose your health, your business, your friends, 
compared with the loss of the soul ? And, remember, there 
is no medium between heaven and hell. If we miss the one, 
the other is unavoidable. That too which will aggravate 
the misery of those who perish, is the bitter disappointment 
of a false hope. What can equal the regrets of those who 
shall fall short of eternal life ? What will be their reflec- 
tions, when they see that the blessing was attainable, but 
that their own folly had deprived them of it P And then 
they discover their mistake, but too late ! A timely fear 
would have prevented all this. Eemember also, O sinner, 
that you will not only be disappointed is coming short but 
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be punished fob it. You cannot be lost without contemn- 
ing the authority of God and trampling under foot His 
mercy and grace. We offend Him even more by obstinate 
unbelief than by other iniquity. For the G-ospel has its 
threatenings as well as the law : and after the one has con- 
demned the unbeliever for transgressing its covenants, the 
other will condemn him for the rejection of its mercy. 
** How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ?" 

And observe how far the apostle extends the admonition : 
" Let us fear, lest any of you seem to come short of it," 
We see that he applies it to all. And he applies it to all 
in the greatest degree. He would have us not only avoid 
the reality but the appearance of evil. He would not have 
us remit our caution or our zeal in the least. He would 
not have you leave your eternal state in the least uncer- 
tainty.* We are to " declare plainly that we seek a country." 
We are not to be doubtful characters, but manifestly '^ the 
living epistles of Christ, known and read of all men." 

To conclude. How thankful should we be for such a 
promise left us of entering into His rest. For surely we 
could not reasonably have expected it. Had we been in- 
formed that Gj-od was about to give us a revelation from 
heaven, our guilty minds would have foreboded nothing but 
indignation and wrath. This we deserved. But behold 
He speaks, and '^ His thoughts toward us are thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give us an expected end." The 
Gospel encourages our hope, but it enlightens and guards 
it. It does not question the truth of the promise, but only 
makes a person anxious to ascertain whether he has any 
part in it. And can this be carelessly decided ? Can any 
one in such a case be too safe or too certain ? Is it not 

* *' Many seek but do not strive to enter the kingdom of heaven.** 
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much better to have a troubled couscience thau a seared 
one ? " To this man will I look, saith the Lobd, even to 
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit and that trembleth 
at my word." "Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall." " Work out your own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling : for it is God that worketh 
in you to will and to do of His good pleasure." 



ha Mi hittijer gou? 



^^^^^^^^^^^^0^^^^^^ 



GalalTians v. 7. 

" Ye did run well ; who did hinder you that ye should not 

obey the truth f " 

IT Is a melancholy idea connected with every human good 
that it is liable to change and decay. If we look at tbe 
works of God, they are fixed aud durable : the same sun 
shines upon us which shone upon our forefathers ; the same 
earth supports our steps which supported theirs ; and, to a 
considerable extent, the rocks, and oceans, and rivers, cha- 
racterize the landscape of nature, which marked it in earlier 
times. Not so with man ; — the place that knew him soon 
knows him no more ; change and uncertainty are inscribed 
on him^ and on all his works ; his noblest structures fade 
before the hand of time ; in a few years his boasted labours 
are forgotten, and cold oblivion closes the scene of all his 
achievements. This perpetual change, this tendency to 
desolation and decay, apply also to the human mind and cha- 
racter. Scarcely any person is the same long together. If 
we meet a friend after a few years absence, we often discover 
his mind to be as much changed as his person. We left him, 
perhap?, kind and affectionate ; we find him gradually be- 
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come cold and sel&sli : we left him a hopeful and promising 
character j we find him deeply plunged in iniquity, and 
despising all that he once practised and approved : or if we 
refer to his religious as well as moral character, too oflten 
may we be ready to exclaim with the Apostle, in the words 
of the text, ** Thou didst run well : who hatH hindered 
thee, that thou shouldst not obey the truth?" It is sad to 
behold one who once appeared " enlightened, and had tasted 
of the heavenly gift," and was partaker of the Holy Ghost, 
and had tasted of the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, thus falling away, turning from the simplicity 
of Christ, and giving heed to the seductions of Satan and the 
world. Such appears to have been the painful experience of 
St, Paul, in the Epistle before us. He had probably 
founded, and certainly had been the instrument of building 
up, the Galatian Church. The converts of that Churcli 
had expressed for him the highest affection and attachment. 
They were willing, he himself remarks, to have plucked out 
their eyes, and to have given them to him. His ministry 
seemed powerful and prosperous among them, and had been 
the means of uniting them to him by the strongest ties of 
gratitude and affection. But let us mark the unhappy re- 
sult which their want of Christian vigilance shortly pro- 
duced. Scarcely had he left them, when new teachers crept 
in, perverting their faith, and urging them to rely, at least 
in part, upon the law of Moses for justification before God. 
No error could be more contrary to the Apostle's mind, 
none more fatal to their own souls.* St. Paul, therefore, 
employs this Epistle expressly to bring them back, by the 
grace of God, to the faith which they had deserted. "With 
this object in view, he reproves, he instructs, he corrects, he 
invites them by various arguments and persuasions. He 
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affectionately demands " who " it wa*s, to use his own strong 
language, that had '* bewitched them, that they should not 
oTbey the truth ?" He reminds them of their former "joy 
and peace in believing," and of their once exemplary and 
consistent conduct. In short, he leaves no topic unnoticed 
that might convince their understanding or win their hearts. 
Now, considering that the case of these G-alatians is not a 
solitary instance, but one of extensive application, and in 
some measure affecting us ally it may be useful in the words 
of the text to consider : 1st. How we may judge when 
a person sets out well in his religious course; and 2ndly. 
How we may discover where he has been hindered in it. 

1st. How may we judge when a person sets out well in his 
religious course ? It is not every one that arrives safely at 
last, that can be said to have set out really well ; for, to 
take the Apostle's own allusion to a race, the candidate does 
not always begin happily ; he may have stumbled at first, 
and have afterwards been enabled to recover his ground ; 
some of his obstacles may have been removed, so that he 
who appeared for a time the hindmost may have at length 
woi^pne of the brightest prizes. It does not, therefore, 
appear necessary that the Christian pilgrim should for ever 
despair, because the earlier part of his journey was not so 
consistent or vigorous as he could desire it to have been ; he 
should, doubtless, look rather to present than to past circum- 
stances, for the evidence of his state before G-od. He 
should rather ask the practical question, "Whereas Ywaa 
blind, do I now see ?" than confine himself to such inquiries, 
as, when and how he began to see at all. If his heart be 
really right before God, if he be walking holily and consist, 
ently in true faith and obedience, if his Saviour be precious 
to him, if the evidences of conversion be conspicuous in his 
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character, he has plain and convincing proof that he \& nowt 
at leaat, " running well," wlenerer or lottevrr his race may 
hare first commenced. This conriction, therefore, oug^t to 
cheer his mind and sastain his progress ; that while he sor- 
rows over his early deficiencies, he may not sorrow as those 
without hope, that while he learns the painful lessons of 
humility and self distrust, he may not doubt of that mercj 
of God which has made a way for his escape, and enabled 
him at length to attain a more sincere and consistent cha- 
racter. But/although these considerations should encourage . 
the humble penitent, who, perhaps, despairs of mercy, 
because he has not hitherto run in the ways of QoA so con- 
sistently as he feels it was his duty and his priYilege to do ; 
it must not be denied, that a hopeful and tatirfaetonf com- 
mencement of a reUgious course is always desirable and 
usually furnishes the best omen of future progress. It is 
true, that the racer who appeared wavering, careless or 
ignorant at the outset of his course, may at length win the 
prize, and therefore, ought to persist in his undertaking 
with new alacrity, rather than despair because of his early 
failings ; but this is not ordinarily the case either in tem- 
poral or spiritual affairs. He who heging ill will usually end 
ill. It is iroportaut, therefore, that even the very first steps 
in religion, as well as the remainder of the race, should be 
correctly and earnestly pursued. The question, then, which 
forms the first head of our inquiry is. How we may judge 
when a person sett out really well in his religious course ? 
To this I would reply, that he may be said to have begun 
well, when repentance^ faith, love, and humility, are in due 
exercise. Let us briefly touch upon each of these points. 

1. A person cannot be said to begin to run well where 
repentance is not deep and fruitful. The structure 
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which is to rise "highy and be truly solid, must haye a firm 
foundation. To speak of joy and peace where there has not 
been true godly sorrow, is but self-deception. Our Lord 
has described some who ** received the Word with joy ;" it 
sprang up quickly ; but it was not founded in deep penitence, 
and it quickly " withered away." To have contemplated 
ourselves in ail our guilt and wretchedness ; to have felt the 
folly, the impiety, the ingratitude of sin ; to have viewed, in 
all its horrors, that blackness of darkness which awaits the 
impenitent transgressor, and tp have trembled under the 
awful apprehension of ih%% becoming our own deserved lot, 
is a far more hopeful commencement of a religious life than 
the contrary frame of mind, in which deep repentance seems 
to have little or no place. In proportion, therefore, as 
penitence is deep and lasting^ we may augur well of the 
future steadiness and consistency of a person's character. 
Having seen and felt the terrors of the Lord, such a man 
will be doubly fearful of going back into his sins ; having 
tasted ** the wormwood and the gall," " his soul will have 
them in such vivid remembrance," as to keep him in a con- 
staat spirit of prayer and vigilance, that he may not again 
be " entangled with the yoke of bondage." 

2. The presence o^ faith also was mentioned as another 
evidence of our beginning to run well ; not perhaps that 
strong degree of faith which is attended with great joy and 
exultation ; for many a Christian is running well, who by no 
means experiences those higher comforts in religion which 
are often the attendants of the full assurance of faith and 
hope. But the degree of faith which is sufficient to indicate 
a hopeful progress, and without which no consistent progress 
can be expected, is that portion of it which begins, at least^ 
to " purify the heart, to work by love, and to overcome the 

c 
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world." This portion^ however small, will soon be visible 
in its effects : and indeed there is, perhaps, no symptom 
more indicative of a favourable commencement of a Chris- 
tian course, than such a principle as makes earthly objects 
sink into their due insignificance, and heavenly ones become 
all-important ; such a principle as changes the whole cha- 
racter of its possessor ; a principle, in short, which is " the 
pubstance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
secQ." 

3. But repentance and faith are not all : for we cannot 
be said to have begun our course really well, if our affec- 
tions are not duly raised to spiritual things. The true 
Christian, even at his first commencement of the divine life, 
must feel deeply interested in the great subjects connected 
with his salvation. His love must be ardent towards God, 
and universal towards man. A cold, unfeeling frame of 
mind is a very inauspicious beginning of that new life which 
is to lead its possessor to give up every thing for his Re- 
deemer ; to love the Lord his God, with all his heart, and 
soul, and mind, and strength ; and to " become all things to 
all men/* for their good to edifying. Indeed, if, at any 
time, we may reasonably look for zealous affections, and 
disinterested and eager exertion, it is surely in those stages 
of religion when all is new and delightful, and when the 
heart first begins to expand with the early and cheering 
rays of the Divine favour. In this respect, as well as in 
others, the Galatians " ran well." St. Paul, as we have seen, 
bears witness to their affection for himself; which affec- 
tion was closely connected with their love to that God and 
Saviour, whose Name he had been the happy instrument 
of making known amongst them. 

4. But, lastly, it cannot be too forcibly urged, that 
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humility is a most important evidence of our running well. 
In vain should we pretend to repentance, and faith and 
love, without the grace of humility. A person who begins 
his career with a high idea of his own spiritual attainments, 
and thinks himself advanced in religious experience when 
he scarcely knows the first rudiments of the school of 
Christ, assuredly does not begin well. He will probably 
prove but a hearer, and not a doer of the word ; his sup- 
posed graces will vanish away ; and he will evidence him- 
self to be anything rather than a true disciple of Him, the 
characteristic of whose true followers it is to be " clothed 
with humility." If such a man arrive safely at last it will 
usually be through peculiar trials, unnumbered mortifica- 
tions, and a thousand checks to his spiritual pride. He 
will not run well till he begins to feel himself as ignorant 
as he is sinful, as low in the dust of humility, as he is in 
the depths of guilt and transgression. Thus beginning, as 
it were, his whole course agaia from the point in which his 
footsteps first began to fail, he may, it is true, by the 
mercy of G-od, be eventually saved; but the dangers of 
such a fall, and the pains and uncertainties of such a re- 
covery, are such as should make us dread the slightest 
approach to a scene of so much spiritual peril. Thus have 
we considered some of the means by which we may judge 
whether we have set out well in our religious course. 

Let us now proceed, ii., to the very important inquiry, 
lELovo we may discover when we have been hindered in it, 
A person, may, perhaps, under certain circumstances, pos- 
sess some remains of religion, even after he has ceased to 
run well ; as possibly was the case with some among the 
G-alatians ; but, at best, such a case is very doubtful ; the 
first steps of declension from the ways of God being so en- 

c 2 
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maring, and oftentimes bo fatal, that it becomes us to mark 
well the first symptoms of this too common and dangerous 
state of mind. It may guide us, in our investigation, 
briefly to allude to the four cardinal graces which have 
been before mentioned. 

1. With regard, then, to repentance — a man has ceased to 
" run well/' if his early impressions on this subject have 
died away ; if he can speak lightly of sin ; if he no longer 
view the indulgence of it as fatal to all well-founded hopes 
of salvation ; if he make excuses for it, or consider the 
high privilege of a believer in Christ Jesus as exempting 
its possessor from that constant self-distrust and holy 
caution, which ought never to forsake us till the hour in 
which mortality shall be swallowed up of life. It is an im- 
portant mark of running well, when deep penitence and 
godly sorrow on account of sin grow in full proportion with 
every other Christian grace, and are not at all weakened by 
those brighter views of pardon and forgiveness, which are 
perfectly consistent with the deepest contrition and self- 
abasement. 

2. We do not run well ^S. faith has become weakened, so 
that we have begun, in any measure, to lose those vivid 
impressions of eternal things which once appeared to occupy 
th^ mind. It being the property of faith to reduce the 
objects of this world to their diminutive size, and to bring 
those of futurity into full display, faith must necessarily 
have been diminished, and with it every thing holy and 
favourable in the character, the moment the world has re- 
gained its ascendajicy, and the concerns of eternity have 
lost their power over the heart. 

8. Again, we do not " run well," if our spiritual affectionz 
have become cold ; if we seem no longer to take delight in 
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religious duties, but find ourselTes nther impelled by fear 
thau b J loTe, in the discharge of them. This warering state 
of the eharacter will be evidenced bj our no longer joining 
with cordiality in tiie society of religious persons ; by our 
shunning the reproach of the Cross of Christ ; and by a 
fear lest we should be esteemed ''righteous oyermuch.'* 
Where the ^yiritnal affections are in Tigorous exercise, such 
effects could not possibly have taken place : for it is the 
property of the affections, when aetifely excited, to urge us 
to active, willing zeal, and not to aUow of our continually 
questioning whether we are bound to act up to the obliga- 
tions of a plain, bounden duiy. 

4. But of all symptoms of ceasing to ^ run well," the 
loss of Christian hwmliiy in one of the most common and 
dangerous. When a person becomes spiritually proud and 
disputatious, thinks that he knows more than all other men 
in the affairs of religion neglects the plainer and weightier 
matters of Gk>d's law for difficult speculations, which 
minister rather to his pride than his edification, there can 
be little doubt, that how dear soerer may be his creed, 
and how ardent soever his zeal, he is in reality going back 
instead of advancing in the ways of GkkL It matters little 
in this respect what particular turn spiritual pride may 
take : for whether it draws us, on the one hand, to a cold, 
speculative, formal system of Pharisaism, and dependence 
upon our own unenlightened reason ; or, on the other, to a 
scheme, rash, lawless, and presumptuous, in which every 
thing practical is undervalued or neglected, the evidence is 
equally strong of our having gone back ; and the fear is, 
that unless we become aware of our danger in time, we shall 
continue to go back, even to perdition. The chief practical 
conclusion, therefore, to be derived from the text, is the 
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dutjr of habitual self-examioatioD, with earnest prayer to 
G-od, who alone can keep us in the paths of faith, holiness, and 
true obedience. The tendency towards error ^ unbelief, cold- 
ness of heart, and inconsistency of life, is ever present to us; 
and no sooner are our faces once turned towards sin and the 
world, than everything conspires to urge us on in this 
downward progress. What daily self-scrutiny, therefore, 
does it require, what earnest prayer, what unceasing watch- 
fulness ; above all, how much of the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, to preserve us in the right path ! We may cease to 
" run well " long before we become duly sensible of our own 
unhappy case. The first deficiencies usually evidence them- 
selves in things which others cannot see : our private 
devotions become lax and languid ; the world and worldli- 
ness begin to occupy a larger share of our affections ; our 
conscience becomes less tender, and our hearts less suscepti- 
ble of religious impressions than was once the case. At 
the first appearance of such symptoms — and, if we are duly 
watchful, we shall readily perceive them as soon as they 
arise — it becomes us, as we value our souls, to retrace our 
steps ; to come again to the blood of sprinkliug, in order 
that we may be cleansed from an evil heart of unbelief, to 
pray for the renewed grace of the Holy Spirit ; and to avail 
ourselves of all those means of religious edification which 
God has mercifully provided to meet our wants. In so 
doing, we may not only recover the ground we had lost, but, 
by the blessing of our Heavenly Father, become more than 
ever consistent and exemplary followers of the Bedeemer. 
Thus, not only will our own souls be abundantly benefited, 
but others may be brought to God by our example, and 
** seeing our good works," learn to " glorify our Father who 
is in heaven." 



The same Afflictions. 23 



O Lord, raise up (we pray Thee) Thy power, and come 
among us, and with great might succour us ; that, whereas, 
through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and 
hindered in running the race that is set before us, Thy 
bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; 
through the satisfaction of Thy Son our Lord, to "Whom with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, be honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 



1 Petee v. 9. 
" Knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 

brethren that are in the worlds 

IN the combat to which by our Christian profession we 
are summoned, in the warfare in which we are engaged, 
there is need of all the arguments and motives to strenuous 
resistance of our great adversary, and patient endurance of 
the conflict, which religion can supply. Among these, that 
suggested by the words just read, is not the least efficacious. 
The thought that we are not alone in the struggle, but that 
there are multitudes engaged in the same warfare, enduring 
the same trials with ourselves, is surely calculated to 
strengthen our faith of present succour and to encourage 
our hope of final success. Let us then, in humble depen- 
dence on Divine help, proceed to consider what instruction 
and consolation we may gather from the text. 

Notice 1. The relation in which Christians stand to each 
other, that of " hrethren^ They are children of one Father, 
members of one family, partakers of like privileges, heirs of 
the same inheritance. They have common principles and 
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feelings, they are linked together, if not by outward fellow- 
ship, by secret invisible bonds. "Of the Pather of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named," Ephes. iii. 15, iv. 4-7. " There is one body and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling ; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one G-od and Father of 
all, who is above all^ and through all, and in you all. But 
unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ." 

2. Their condition : they are dispersed, " in the worlds 
"The children of God are scattered abroad," and it 
is the design of the Saviour to " gather them together in 
one." John xi. 52. As their number is, on the whole, great* 
so of necessity they are widely separated. Providence 
appoints their stations, and allots their several places of 
abode. " He hath determined the times before appointed, 
and the bounds of their habitations ;" some dwell in the 
frozen north, others in the more genial south, some inhabit 
the half-civilized climes of the sultry east, while the lot of 
others is cast in the more polished countries of the milder 
west. Wide as the world is their dwelling, and yet they 
are all equally under the eye of their common Father, and 
are the special care of His watchful providence. 

3. Li their circumstances, too, they differ endlessly, yet 
they agree in being the subjects of trials " through much 
tribulation we must enter the kingdom of God ;" in this 
believers are to be conformed to their Lord, partaking in 
their measure of the fellowship of His sufferings, "ffQing 
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in their 
flesh," and indeed as has been well observed, " since the 
Head has been crowned with thorns, the feet have never 
yet been permitted to walk on roses." 
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4. Be it observed, however, that these afflictions, though ^ 
various in different persons as to degrees and circumstances, 
are similar and even the same in substance. In this consists 
the point of the text. While there is a circumstantial 
difference in their trials, there is a general agreement 
between them. All are exposed to temptations, all sorrow 
on account of their sins, all have their seasons of depression, 
all feel disappointed and discouraged at times at the failure 
of their best endeavours, all experience the vanity of the 
world, all feel the weakness and weariness of the flesh, all 
sigh over those things which time is continually stealing 
from them, the use of their bodily senses, health, and 
strength, many lament the loss of fortune, all, at one time 
or other, mourn over the departure of friends ; " the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the 
world." 

1st. Let this be our encouragement. The Christian, when 
in trouble, is apt to think his own case peculiar, to imagine 
that no one is so tried or troubled as himself. Now what 
consideration is more calculated to meet and silence such 
apprehensions than the thought that thousands are enduring 
similar trials, are suffering in a like way ; and that those 
who are thus afflicted are not the objects of the Divine dis- 
pleasure, but the children of His love! that "the same 
afflictions are accomplished in his brethren that are in the 
world." "Whatever, in moments of peculiar pressure, or of 
unusual despondency, you may suppose, be assured, my 
friends, " There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
is common to man, but G-od is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able \ but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape that ye may be able 
to bear it." 1 Cor. x. IJ]. 
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^zjCjt. If il jse »i* j ix:2* £=:^t aie oar ~ brethpen," then 
it bcrbc'Tcs 1^ i'> rvwjtSk^s^ viiA ileOy to hare a fellow- 
ieerrr.g wiii i!bc^ in I'-agfr sjcncfiri. JLs ia the natural body, 
if oi£ part be irjiired- llo^i it 1« o&apantiTelj inferior, 
or r»i:Ote, tbe v^jcl-r fnze aernt» to be more or less 
afected vit^ the s^iaizigs cf t2:;ai one part, so it is or, at 
Itrast. sboiild be, in t*ie bc^dr spinmaL Scripture teaches 
us that we are ^ membeTS ocie of ^ns^^ner" and this being 
the cafe, it follows, that *tbe members should have the 
Aame care one for another.** 

3rdlT. With this rrmpathj smeeamr is closely connected. 
Howerer much ve may profess to feel iat others, yet if we 
do not ae< as if we felt for them, what is such feeling bat a 
sickly, unprofitable, barren sentiment? It ia one of the 
adrantages of the religious and charitable associations to 
which you (may be) are in the habit of contributing, that 
Tou are therebv led at once to think oil to feel and to 
act for the benefit of those whose cases and wants are thus 
brought before yoo. You then realise something of what 
is meant by ** the Holy Catholic Church, the communion 
of saints," you learn to live not for yourselves alone, bat 
for others also ; and while your pains are relieved by think- 
ing that whatever be your difficulties and trials, you do bat 
share in the common lot of '' your brethren who are in the 
world," your pleasures are greatly increased by endeavour- 
ing to lessen their sorrows, and i6 supply their wants. Go 
on in this " work of faith, and labour of love," and be 
assured that your work, if done for His name*s sake, shall 
bo rewarded, your "labour shall not be in vain in the 
Lord." 

Lastly, forget not to pray for those for whom you feel 
and whom, according to your power, you relieve. The 
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more we feel the smallness of our own means and the 
pressure of the manifold evils which surround us, the more 
sensible must we be of the need of Divine aid. To the 
numerous calls, to the many claimants on our 'Christian 
care and kindness, who on every side are continually crying 
" Come and help us," we may say, as the kiug of Israel did 
to the woman during the famine in Samaria, " If the Lord 
do not help you, whence shall we help you." 2 Kings vi. 27. 

To Him let us not only direct the eyes of others, but 
]ook ourselves. The destiny of nations as of individuals* 
the issue of all events both great and small, are in His 
sovereign hands, and at His entire disposal ; and prayer is 
the means ordained to draw down from above effectual 
relief, as it serves in a mysterious way to connect the weak- 
ness of man with the Almightiness of God, to engage un- 
limited power on his behalf, moving, as one expresses it, 
" the hand of Him who moveth all things." Unbroken rest, 
undisturbed repose, is not to be looked for here, yea, rather, 
as the time of the end approaches, the storm must be 
expected to thicken, and the foundations of the world to be 
out of course. So much the more, then, does it behove 
every Christian to cry mightily unto G-od for his own pre- 
servation in the hour of trial, and for the protection and 
deliverance of the Church at large. 

Happy will it be for us, if we are each one able to say, 
that we have done what we could in our day and generation 
to mitigate the woes of our afflicted, destitute brethren, 
(afflicted and destitute, I mean, spiritually as well as tem- 
porally) and to stop the progress of surrounding evil. 
Zeph. ii. 3. " Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, 
who have wrought His judgment, seek righteousness, seek 
meekness : it may be, ye shall be hid in the day of the 
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Lord's anger." " But the God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 
ye have suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengtheii, settle you." To Him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

(Sral^ful llMuII^dions* 

Psalm ciii. 2. 
^^ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.'* 

IN this inspired hymn the Psalmist awakens and stirs up his 
soul to the joyful task of thankful remembrance of God's 
mercies ; he calls forth all that is within him, all his powers 
and faculties to unite in the sacred song, and in the text he 
repeats the summons, and calls in memory to his aid ; he in- 
vites the power of recollection, to furnish matter for praise; 
for alas ! we are aU too apt to forget benefits received. It 
was the complaint of some persons in ancient times, that 
" injuries were written in marble, but benefits in sand ;" the 
former (injuries) were never forgotten, the latter (benefits) 
seldom remembered. This is too often the case still, even 
as it regards our fellow creatures. Ingratitude to man is 
no uncommon fault ; but we are far more prone to forget 
the greater benefits which a gracious God has conferred 
upon us. We should, therefore, stir up our souls to the 
duty of praise ; and let us each one say thus to himself, " 
my soul, to thy shame be it spoken, thou hast forgotten 
many of His benefits ; but surely thou wilt not forget them 
all, for thou shouldst not have forgotten any" 

We should review past years, and recollect with gratitude 
the Divine goodness manifested in them. 



Grateful Becollections. 29 

Look back to Infancy, What a feeble creature is the 
human Infant I More helpless than the young of any 
animal. Many creatures can shifb for themselves from the 
beginning of life, but little children are long dependent on 
a mother's care, a care exercised for years before the date of 
their remembrance, and how much is due to a mother 
for her care and kindness, for her restless nights and 
wearisome days ! What anxiety to guard from danger, to 
nurse in illness, to feed, and clothe, and soothe the beloved 
child. But all this we owe to the God of nature, who im- 
planted this tenderness in the maternal breast, and who gave 
His blessing to her efforts for the preservation of life. Thus 
the Psalmist ascribes the support of his infancy to Divine 
goodness. Fs. xxii. 9, 10. " Thou art He that took me out 
of my mother's womb. Thou wast my hope when I hanged 
yet upon my mother's breasts. I have been left unto thee 
ever since I was born ; Thou art my God even from my 
mother's womb." 

Forget not the benefits of God in your early Childhood. 
More than half the children bom in the world die before 
they are seven years of age. Many and severe are the 
diseases of childhood, which few wholly escape, and which 
prove fatal to a large proportion of mankind. Children, by 
their heedlessness, often expose themselves to danger, and 
their very amusements are often so destructive, that we fre- 
quently wonder that so many live to years of maturity. 
Bless God that you were spared. 

Let us next refer to the slippery paths of Touthy as they 
are most justly termed. The seeds of sin, which are in our 
fallen nature, now shoot up, and quickly produce the hate- 
ful fruits of vice, — the " youthful lusts which war against 
the soul." Violent are the propensities of our sinful 
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nature, which too often break every fence of good education' 
conscience, prudence, character and health ; which tend to 
the ruin both of body and soul, and lay the foundation for 
bitter repentance, or eternal punishment. If any of the pre- 
sent hearers, have been in any good degree, preserved firom 
these grosser vices, let them not forget the great benefit ; or if 
reclaimed from any sinful practices, let them ascribe it to the 
riches of Divine grace, saying, " Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but to Thy name be the praise." . 

Proceed to review the years of middle life. God's provi- 
dence directed your path into those connexions and employ- 
ments from which your support has been derived. " In the 
sweat of thy brow, it may be, thou hast eaten bread," but 
who gave thee strength to labour, industry in thy calling, 
success in thy business ? And if He hath given thee wealth, 
take care to ascribe it to the bounty of thy Heavenly 
Father, and " sacrifice not to thy net, nor bum incense 
unto thy drag," Hab. i. 16. Boast not of thy own wisdom 
and diligence, for they are the gifts of Q-od. Or, if less 
prosperity has been thy portion, and poverty thy painful lot, 
still thou hast had food and raiment ; and perhaps better 
health, and more contentment than many of your superiors ; 
and even your hard labour and scanty fare, by preserving 
you from the snares of prosperity and the love of the 
world, may have been among your greatest blessings. 

In the course of a long life, it is probable that you may 
have cause to look back on some remarkable deliverances 
from danger. If any among you have been to sea, it is likely 
you have weathered many a hard gale, or narrowly escaped a 
fatal shipwreck, your companions, it may be, perished in the 
mighty waters, but your life was given you for a prey. 
that seamen thus preserved, " would praise the Lord for His 



Oratpful Recollections. 31 

goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of 
men." But there are also many dangers on land^ as well as 
at sea. Workmen, in some employments, are exposed to 
great danger or diseases, and travellers to many sad disasters. 
Preservation from these is a special benefit, to be thankfully 
recorded and acknowledged. 

Few have lived long in the world who have not at times 
been dangerously ill. There was a time, perhaps, when some 
alarming disease had so far prevailed, that little or no hope 
of life could be indulged ; when, apparently, there was but 
a step between thee and death. But God spake the word . 
He rebuked the disease, and health was once more restored. 
Did you render to the Lord according to the benefit re- 
ceived ? Did you remember the vows you made in sickness, 
when you resolved that if God spared your life, you would 
mind religion more, and serve the Lord better than you did 
before? Let conscience answer. The Psalmist, whose 
words compose our text, adds, almost immediately after 
them, "Who healeth all thy diseases," ver. 3 — making 
recovery from sickness one of the special benefits which 
ought not to be forgotten. 

Let domestic comforts also be thankfully remembered. 
It is God who " setteth the solitary in families." My 
hearers have probably sustained the relation of a husband 
or wife, or parent, or brother or sister ; and from these ten- 
der relations have received for many a year, a rich variety 
and a succession of their chief delights ; they have been the 
source of your principal earthly happiness. Let not these 
be all buried in oblivion. Some of these dear relatives are 
gone to the grave, but you have not forgotten their kind- 
ness. O forget not to praise Him from whom all these kind- 
nesses flowed. 
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But there are far greater benefits than those which have 
been mentioned. Iteligiov^ privileges and spiritual blessings, 
privileges which, if rightly improved, and benefits which, if 
truly experienced, extend to the eternal world, and will give 
occasion for everlasting praises. 

What a privilege it is to have been bom in this Christian 
land, a land of light and liberty, where we have the Bible in 
our hands and in a language that we all can read ; where 
our teachers are not removed into a comer, but our eyes see 
them, and our ears hear a word behind us, saying, *' This is 
the way, walk ye in it, when we turn to the right hand, and 
when we turn to the left." Isa. xxx. 20, 21. " Blessed in- 
deed are our eyes, for they see, and our ears, for they hear." 
Thrice blessed are we, if the eyes of our understanding have 
been enlightened to discern the Saviour ; and feeling our need 
of Him, to fly to Him for refuge, to receive Him as our 
Prophet to teach us, our Priest who atoned and now 
intercedes for us, our King to rule in and over us. Some 
may also look back to early life, and have reason to bless 
God that they are descended from pious parents, and have 
enjoyed the benefit of a religious education — that they had 
the advantage of a father's or of a mother's instruction and 
example ; if indeed, that instruction was received, and that 
example followed. Reviewing our religious advantages, 
whatever be the use or improvement we have made of them, 
we may well say what was said of Israel of old. " What 
nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them 
as the Lord our G^d is in all things that we call upon him 
for ! And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes 
and judgments so righteous as all this law which I set before 
you this day. Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 
diligently ; lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have 
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seen, and lest they depart from tbj heart all the days of thy 
life ; but teach them thy sons, and thy sons* sons." Deut. 
iv. 7, 8, 9. 

And now, having called to mind some of the many mercies 
and blessings received, let us each one adopt the words of 
the Psalmist, and say, " What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all His benefits toward me ?" Ps. cxvi. 12. This is the 
inquiry of a grateful soul, "loaded," as the scripture 
expresses it, " with benefits ;" overwhelmed, as it were, with 
a sense of their number and greatness, and of his own utter 
unworthiness. Thus the patriarch Jacob, on his return to 
his own country, after an absence of many years, reviewing 
the dealings of God with him, says, ** O God of my fathers, 
I am not worthy of the least of all thy mercies, or (as it is 
in the margin) I am less than the least of all thy mercies^ 
and of all the truth, which thou hast showed unto thy ser* 
vant ; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now 
I am become two bands." Gen. xxxii. 10. Jacob was a 
good man, and by his wealth, had become great ; but he was 
also humble, and owns, as every sinner ought, that he was 
totally unworthy of all, of any of the numerous mercies he 
had received since the time he fled from his father^s house 
to avoid the rage of his brother Esau ; he was then like a 
forlorn pilgrim, he had no guide, no companion, no servant, 
no possessions ; nothing but his walking staff to lean upon 
when weary; and now, notwithstanding he had passed 
through many severe trials in the service of Laban, he had 
a numerous family, and very great possessions of flocks and 
herds and camels. He admires the bounty of God to him- 
self an undeserving sinner. 

Such were also the feelings of David, when raised to the 
throne of Israel, and thus he expressed them, " Who am I, 

B 
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O Lord €rod, and what is mr &thei^8 houae, that Thoa hast 
brought me hitherto. And is this the manner of man^ 
Lord Crod? and what canBarid ear more unto thee?"— 
2 Sam. riL 19. Barid was a \erj eminent person, of great 
gifts, great Taloor, and great snceessy the darling of his 
coontiT, and the dread of his enemies ; bat he thought 
meanlj of himself, and ascribed all his prosp^ty and 
deration to the goodness of God, whose undesrarred &Y0iin 
had no parallel in the dealings of man. 

Now, if soch was the language of one so great and good, 
with what deep hnmilitj should omr gratitude be mingled! 
We should abound in the praises of Crod, we should abun- 
dantl J utter the memorj of His great goodness. ^ It is 
good to sing praises unto our God ; for it is pleasant, and 
praise is oomelj." And although our poor acknowledgments 
are not worthj of His acceptance, jet He is pleased to say, 
''Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth me." But let us pat 
our feeble, imperfect pndses into the hands of Jesus, our 
great High Priest, that thej may be presented and per- 
fumed with the powerful incense of His intercession. " Bj 
Himy therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise continu- 
aUy, that is, the fruit of our lips, ginng thanks to His 
name.*' 

More, however, is requisite than the fruit of the lips. 
Let us praise Him not only with our lips, but in our Iwet; 
*' by giving up ourselves to His service, and by walking 
before Him in holiness and righteousness all our days." 
Thus St. Paul, after treating at large on those great bles- 
sings of salvation — justification by the blood of Christ, 
sanctification by the Spirit, and the future glory of 
believers, urges, from a sense of obligation, the duty of 
devotedness to God. '* I beseech you therefore, brethren. 
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by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reason- 
able service." Eom. zii. And say, is not this your reason- 
able service ? Did you not too long " yield the members" 
of your body " as instruments of unrighteousness." Now 
then " yield yourselves unto God, as those who are alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto Him." The years that are past may 
suffice and more than suffice to have wrought the will of 
the Gentiles, and now ask yourselves at length this question, 
" "What fruit had ye in those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed ? for the end of those things is death." But if, 
through grace, you are no longer ** the servant of sin, but 
the servant of God, let your fruit be unto holiness, and the 
end shall be everlasting life." 



dloitg {a ^ai in th^ djhuttrh bg (l[htti»t f tsus. 

Ephes. iii. 20-1. 

** Now unto Sim that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or thinkf according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto Sim be glory in the church, by Christ 
Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.** 

ST. PAUL, in the prayer which precedes this sublime 
ascription of praise, had been offering several earnest 
petitions to God in behalf of his Ephesian charge. He 
introduces his prayer with a solemnity of address well 
calculated to prepare the mind of his reader for something 
affecting and important. With soletnn prostration of body 
and humility of soul, he thus offers his ardent wishes for 

3)2 
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his new converts to the Christian faith : " For this cause," 
(viz. that they might.not faint at his tribulations for them) 
'* I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named." St. Paul possibly intended, by this introduction 
to remove an objection which some Ephesian disciple might 
be ready to urge against himself, that because he was not 
of the house of Abraham, he was not interested in the 
Divine mercies. Being, therefore, the Apostle of the Gten- 
tiles^ he anticipates this objection by intimating that the 
wall of partition was broken down, that the Jew no longer 
possessed exclusive privileges, but that the whole family in 
heaven and earth was now united in Christ, and equally 
entitled to be called by His Name. The prayer itself by 
no means falls short of the expectation excited by so solemn 
a commencement. "That he would grant you,'* he con- 
tinues, "according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man ; 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to com- 
prehend with all saints what is the breadth and length, and 
depth and height, and to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God." 

The whole of this passage is most full and expressive. 
Language sinks beneath the greatness of the Apostle's 
ideas, and the animation of his heart, while he endeavours 
to describe the love of Christ, and its effects on the 
Christian. He prays that he may know that which, if 
taken in its extent, " passeth knowledge ;" and even adds, 
that " he might be filled with all the fulness of God.*' How 
different are the wishes thus expressed by St. Paul, to those 
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which usually appear in the intercouMe of modem Christians. 
While we are daily desiring all worldly advantages for our 
friends, how seldom do we thus feel in earnest for the welfare 
of their souls ! Let us learn, from the Apostle's example, to 
cherish a more lively interest in the spiritual concerns of 
each other ; that in every intercourse and correspondence of 
life, we may evidence something at least of that Christian 
anxiety which he felt when he uttered those words, " This 
thing I wish, even your perfection." But might not igno- 
rance or unbelief have suggested to some Ephesian convert 
that the Apostle's requests were far too great to be com- 
plied with, and included blessings of too high a nature to 
become the lot of the Christian upon earth? St. Paul, 
without mentioning this objection, effectually sets it aside 
by the words which conclude his prayer, and which we now 
propose to examine. In doing so, let us consider 1st. The 
power of God to supply the Christianas wants, 2ndly. The 
specimen and pledge which Christians have of that power 
in their own experience. 3rdly. The return of glory due 
to God for His exertion of this power. 

1. The power of God to supply the Christian's wants. 
It is necessary to consider the power of God, not so much 
in its own nature, as in its relation to His people in every 
age of the world. St. Paul, who had long known this 
power upon earth, and had even had a premature discovery 
of it in the third heavens, bears testimony in the text that 
it is beyond the utmost prayer of faith — " all that we can 
ash ;" and beyond the highest conceptions of the mind — 
*' all that we can think" He had not forgotten the time, 
when, praying for a release from the thorn in the flesh, he 
had found the eflScacy of this power, in teaching him rather 
to bear itj thus "perfecting strength in his weakness." 
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He had also, in his labours am6ng the enemies of the 
Gospel, known in himself the same support that was 
promised to Jeremiah when it was said, " Thej shall fight 
against thee, but shall not prevail ; for I am with thee, 
saith the Lord, to deliver thee." He testifies, therefore, of 
this power, that it was inconceivable and inexhaustible; 
and, indeed, no power less than infinite could be adequate 
to every wish and every want of the human soul. But it is 
not in this speculative view only that the Christian regards 
the ability of God to supply his wants. In addition to 
exciting his admiration, it strengthens his trust, and in- 
creases his joy. It strengthens his trust. The Christian is 
one who has founded his hopes upon God. Every thing, 
therefore, that tends to make him more sensible of the ful- 
ness and power of the Almighty, tends to encourage a filial 
confidence, since he knows that power to be employed in 
promoting his welfare and safety. When, therefore, he feels 
his own weakness, how consoling is it to him to reflect that 
his Father which is in heaven is infinitely strong ! When 
he thinks he has implored too much at the Throne of mercy, 
what joy does it give him to remember, that God can " do 
exceeding abundantly above all he asks, or even thinks ?" 
' Thus, in addition to strengthening the Christian's trust, it 
increases his joy. This is, indeed, closely connected with 
the former ; for the stronger and more genuine our faith, the 
more fixed and lively our spiritual enjoyment. It is true, 
indeed, that the Christian's fears arise oftener from a doubt 
of God's willingness than of His ability ; but when he con- 
siders how great and aggravated have been his transgres- 
sions, he almost doubts whether the promises made in the 
Gospel can be applicable to himself; or whether one who 
has erred from God's ways so widely, and for so long a time, 
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may fiod mercy at last. To sucli a one it is an important 
truth, that G-od is able^ as well as willing, to hear and answer 
his prayers ; able, not in point of mere power only, but 
consistently with all His attributes and perfections. Hid 
justice does not oppose His mercy. While sin imcancelled 
separated between man and God, how could our prayers be 
heard or accepted by that all-righteous Judge? But a 
Saviour haying died, sin being pardoned, and the heart re- 
newed, nothing remains to make it inconsistent with the 
Divine Majesty to grant our requests, being offered up 
through faith in Him, who is the way of access to the Father, 
ii. We are to consider the specimen and pledge which the 
Christian has of this Divine power in his own heart. 
St. Paul says, '^ According to the power that worheth in f*»." 
The power of God was first exerted in raising us from our 
original dust, in breathing into us the breath of life, and 
preserving us to the present moment from all the dangers 
that threatened our destruction. Each of these is a proof 
and pledge of the power of God in us, and demands our 
admiration and gratitude : but it is to a far greater exempli- 
fication of this power that the Apostle alludes. The philo- 
sopher, when he would discover more of the power of Q-od, 
begins to examine more attentively the works of nature ; but^ 
in addition to this, the Christian can appeal to that power 
as exerted in raising him from the death of trespasses and 
sins. He has been born again, and created anew in Christ 
Jesus. WheA he compares his pl*esent desires and fears, 
his hopes and sorrows, his motives and enjoyments, with 
those which once influenced him, he finds himself '' trans- 
formed in the spirit of his mind." Being, therefore, strong 
in faith, he no longer doubtd that God can '' do more than 
he can ask or think," since, if he had no other evidence, he 
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might appeal, in numberless cases, to his own experience of 
the Divine love and power. Will my Heavenly Parent, 
he argues, Who has abeady done so much for me, forsake 
me at last P Will He, who has given His only Son for me, 
withhold any lesser blessing ? Can He, who has so fully 
proved His power, be unable, or He who has so uniformly 
proved His Infinite love be unvnlling, to make me holy and 
happy P Every want, therefore, should remind me of Him 
who is ready to supply it. When weak, may I rely on Him 
who is all-powerful ! when I most feel my ignorance, may I 
look to Him who is All-wise ! When beset with dangers 
and with enemies, may I pray to Him who is ever watchful ! 
in a word, may every defect in myself teach me increasingly 
to admire, to adore, and to repose in the perfections of my 
Ood ! — But it may be asked, will not the contemplation of 
such privileges encourage a feeling of spiritual pride» and 
destroy that deep sense of humility and dependence which 
becomes a fallen and guilty creature P JN'o ; far &om this 
being the case, the same text that teaches the Christian his 
privilege, reminds him of his dependence. Neither the 
power nor the glory is ascribed to us. It is the power of 
€hd that worketh in us, and therefore the Apostle infers, 
" To Him be glory." 

Which leads us, iii., to consider the return of glory due 
to Ood for his exertion of this power. It would be needless 
to prove generally, that we ought to feel gratitude to God, 
and ought to express it by rendering glory to His Name. 
This is not only a religious, but a natural and reasonable 
service. We owe it to Him as our Maker, Preserver, and 
Benefactor. But the particular nature, and the higher 
causes, of this glory, cannot be known but by the Gospel- 
St. Paul, in the words before us, mentions three very im- 
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portant circumstances relative^ to it: viz., the persons bj 
whom it is paid, the Church ; the Source from whicli it is 
derived, *^ Christ Jesus ;" and its perpetuity, " world without 
end." 1. This glory is in the Christian Church, That 
portion of Divine glory which is displayed by the works of 
nature and the dispensations of Providence, by the justice 
shewn in the punishment of fallen men and angels, and even 
by the eternal bliss of those who kept their first estate, is 
quite unnoticed by the Apostle. He hastens to a yet 
more wonderful theme of adoration. Forgetting, as it were, 
every other source of Divine glory, he speaks only of that 
derived from the redeemed Church. Angels, who never fell, 
praise their Creator for the vast blessings they enjoy ; but 
the spirits of the just made perfect will have a theme of 
gratitude peculiar to themselves. Eor " 1 heard," said the 
Apostle John, " as it were a new song before the throne and 
before the four beasts and the elders : and no man could 
learn that song, but the 144,000 which were redeemed from 
the earth." Thus the Church will add a new song of glory 
to G-od. The Church also will doubtless be loudest in the 
general song of praise, on account of the contrast with their 
former state. When they view the height to which they 
are raised, they will look back, we may imagine, to the depth 
of misery into which they had fallen : when they feel con- 
scious of unutterable felicity, they will, doubtless, remember 
that they were those who *^ came out of great tribulation :" 
they will enjoy the greater delight in unspotted holiness, by 
calling to mind how long they carried with them a body of 
sin ; and vnll triumph more loudly in their victory, while 
they reflect upon the perils of the contest. These claims of 
the Almighty on our gratitude and praise apply exclusively 
to the Bedeemed Church, and a lively consciousness of them 
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will be a most effectual incitement to holiness ; for we must 
not imagine that the glory of G-od in the Church is con- 
fined to the Church triumphant. The Church, even while 
" militant here on earth/' may and must contribute to His 
glory. We were created and redeemed for this very end, 
that we might shew forth His praise, not only in heaven, 
but even in the present world ; and the way to evince it is 
by consistency and holiness of conduct. We should be 
willing to spend and be spent in His service. If we are real 
disciples of Christ, it is our privilege to exhibit His glory : 
every prayer offered in humility and faith, every action 
performed from Christian motives, every trouble sustained 
for the cause of God, contributes to His glory. And how 
great is the privilege thus to join with angels and archangels, 
and the Church universal, in so ennobling a service : espe- 
cially as our own happiness is inseparably connected with the 
performance of the duty ! Let us, then, earnestly pray to 
that Spirit by whose sanctifying influences alone we can do 
unto God true and laudable service, that in every thought, 
word and work, we may be enabled to shew forth the glory 
of our Bedeemer. 

2. The second circumstance mentioned by the Apostle 
respecting this glory is, the Source from which it is 
derived, Christ Jesus, This, being in some measure in- 
cluded in the former circumstance, needs not to be again 
proved. We may, however, learn from this a practical dis- 
tinction between a true and a false Church. The Members 
of the former attribute the glory of their redemption to 
Christ, while those of the latter, however variously distin- 
guished in name or doctrine, assume the whole or part of it 
to themselves. He who imagines that his own works will 
procure his salvation, deprives God of His honour ; for the 
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glory which He receives for the salvation of man is only 
through Christ. But the humble penitent, trusting impli- 
citly to the merits of his Saviour, will join with sincerity 
in singing those songs of praise which St. John repeatedly 
assures us are sung by the Church triumphant above. They 
are completely in unison with the feelings and sentiments 
of such a man, since they attribute glory to G-od, through 
Him who alone hath redeemed us by His blood. In this, 
as in other things, the Church of England evidences itself 
to be a true branch of the Church of Q-od. Every suppli-* 
cation for mercy, every acknowledgment of past blessings, 
and every song of praise, is addressed to the Divine majesty 
only in the name and through the merits of our Saviour 
Christ. 

3. The last circumstance mentioned by the Apostle re- 
specting this glory is its perpetuity : " To Him be glory in 
the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world 
without end." This perpetuity of the Divine glory, when 
taken in connexion with what had gone before, is a most 
consolatory truth. It is a decisive argument for the eternity 
of the Church's happiness ; for " the dead cannot praise " 
God. While, therefore, God Himself shall exist, the Church 
shall endure, to contribute to His glory. The song of praise 
now so often interrupted, shall then be uniform ; now so 
short, shall then be eternal ; now so feeble, shall then be 
" loud as the voice of many waters." If we look forward 
into endless duration, as far as the human mind can stretch, 
this glory will still be new, and still beginning. The song 
of adoration shall never tire the happy spirit, or weary the 
ear of His beneficent Bedeemer ; and eternity itself, far 
from being tedious, will not suffice to utter all the praises of 
" Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us." 



4A Glory ia God in the Church h^ ChrUi Jesui, 

fiut while we contemplate the etemitj of God's glory in 
the Church, with what force does the important question 
recur, Are we true and livelj members of the same ? Are 
we shewing forth the glory of Gtod on earth ? For if not, 
what ground have we for supposing we shall be permitted, 
with the Assembly of the First-bom Church triumphant, to 
celebrate it in heaven ? Thousands '^ who profess and call 
themselves Christians" do not in reality belong to this 
Heavenly family. One denies the Divinity of the Bedeemer ; 
another depends, in whole or in part, upon his own righteous- 
ness for salvation ; another seems to begin well, but turns 
back to the world, and crucifies the Saviour afresh ; and 
a still larger number are wholly thoughtless and indifferent 
on the subject. Now none of these can add, so far as their 
conduct is a test of their real views, that solemn '* Amen '' 
with which the Apostle concludes and confirms his ascrip- 
tion of praise. Their life is in perpetual variance with such 
a sentiment ; and their eternal exclusion from the privileges 
of that Church, of which they were members only in Home 
and not in reality, will prove how awful a thing it is to have 
heard of the blessings of the Gospel, and to have rejected 
them till the space for repentance is for ever passed. 
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Psalm civ. 34i. 
'' My meditation of Him shall he sweet" 

OF all the duties which become those who profess and 
call themselves Christians, there is none more usually 
neglected than that of devout reflection upon the concerns 
of religion. We observe persons constantly frequenting the 
House of Ood, nay, seeming for the moment to have some 
knowledge and enjoyment of those things which relate 
to their eternal peace, yet forgetting almost instantly what 
they have heard, and suffering the sacred impression to be 
effaced almost as soon as it was formed. While we pray 
that we may ' read, mark, and learn ' the Holy Scriptures, 
we too often forget so * inwardly to digest them,' that they 
may conduce to our spiritual nourishment, and strengthen us 
for our heavenly warfare. The neglect of an outward duty, 
the omission of our customary devotions, or of attendance 
on public worship, the breach of the Divine command 
" to do good and to distribute," the indulgence of unhal- 
lowed tempers, or the stirring of worldly or sensual desire, 
is often followed by feelings of sorrow and repentance, accom- 
panied with prayer to God for pardon and assistance ; while 
we neglect that especial means of grace which, in many 
cases, is one of the most useful for preventing a recurrence 
of the evil ; Spiritual Meditation. But assuredly, if it be a 
sin not to read the Scriptures, or attend public worship, it 
is a sin also not to treasure up and rcYolve in our hearts 
those sacred truths we have received ; not to endeavour, by 
serious reflection in private, to turn them, by the blessing 
of God, to a practical account. For the purpose of im- 
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pressing upon our minds the duty under consideration, let 
US view, Ist, the proper objects of spiritual meditation; 
2ndl J, the benefits resulting from it ; and drdlj, the best 
method of promoting and conducting it. 

1st. The proper objects of spiritual meditation are the 
truths revealed in the Word of Ood, the doctrines and 
precepts, the invitations and warnings, the promises and 
threatenings of the Oospel, in all their bearings and rela- 
tions to the temporal and eternal concerns of mankind, and 
more especially with reference to our own spiritual state. 
In proportion as our practical acquaintance with Divine 
subjects increases, they will appear more and more inter- 
esting and comprehensive, so that the longest life devoted to 
the study of the Scriptures would be insufficient to exhaust 
their sacred stores. There are, however, particular topics 
which more peculiarly call for our daily meditations ; such 
as the holiness, justice, and goodness of God ; His presence 
with us ; His inspection over us ; our own guilt and misery 
as sinners in His sight ; the means of salvation which He 
has provided through the merits and sacrifice of Christ, and 
our need of the Holy Spirit's iufluence, to convert our 
hearts, and to make us meet for the kingdom of heaven. It 
should also be our daily employment carefully to examine 
ourselves, to search out our particular sins, negligences, and 
igDorances, and deeply to consider not only the way in which 
they may be pardoned, but the means by which we may be 
delivered from their power. A person who never reflects 
in private, and as in the immediate presence of the Searcher 
of hearts, upon these important concerns, cannot expect, 
whatever means of iaformation he may possess, that he shall 
come to a right knowledge of them. Devout meditation, 
accompanied by earnest prayer, will be found to tend more, 



My meditation of Him shall he sweet. 4!7 

perhaps, than any thing else, to render " the hearing of the 
ear " powerful for the conversion of the heart, and it is 
often employed by the Holy Spirit to effect His purposes of 
mercy upon the souls of men. When a sinner is once brought 
earnestly to reflect within himself on his state before God, 
and in the view of his guilt and danger, to inquire, " What 
must I do to be saved P" a beam of hope rises upon his 
path, which, till that salutary meditation occurred, was 
covered with an awful darkness, and would have led him to 
eternal destruction. The Q-ospel now becomes to him a 
subject of anxious consideration, and proper objects for em- 
ploying his thoughts will never be absent from his mind. 

2. We are to consider some of the benefits which will result 
from the practice which has been recommended. These are 
numerous and important ; for by seriously reflecting upon 
what we already know, the knowledge which before only 
floated in the understanding begins to influence the heart. It 
is easy, e.g. to repeat penitential confessions of our sinfulness 
and guilt ; but they will never excite truly godly sorrow^ 
till we begin anxiously to look into our inmost souls, in 
order to perceive how far we resemble the descriptions which 
are given of human nature in the Word of God. The excel- 
lencies also of Christ Jesus, and the freedom of His Salva- 
tion, will not much affect us as mere truths, till we feel 
their suitability to our own case, and have reflected sufficiently 
upon ourselves to know our guilt and weakness, our impeni- 
tence and misery. The Saviour cannot be duly valued by 
those who do not think of Him, and enter into the Nature 
and excellence of His Offices, as they respect their own 
spiritual wants. It is by reflecting often and earnestly upon 
holy-things that the affections become excited, and the heart 
filled with a sense of their unspeakable importance. A few 
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superficial speculations would never have prompted those 
ardent feelings of love and joy and gratitude and devotion, 
which abound in the writings of the inspired Penmen. 
They considered frequently and habitually those things 
which toe are too apt to suffer to glide firom the memory 
almost as soon as they die away upon the ear. Beligion 
was with ihemy as it has been with good men, in every age, 
a concern of such importance, as to engross the heart in the 
hours of retirement^ and by silently producing there the 
" peaceable fruits of righteousness/' to render the deport- 
ment of its professors indicative of their holy vocation^ 
and worthy of that sacred Name by which they were called. 
Meditation, in one view of it, may be regarded as conversing 
with Ood and with our own hearts. Enlightened by His 
presence^ and guided by His Wisdom, we are enabled to 
understand more clearly our real condition, and to plead 
His cause with our own hearts; we learn to see the vanity 
of our false excuses and refuges of lies ; and as the defects 
of our religious character become clearly unfolded to our 
view, we are incited to more urgent and unwearied suppli- 
cations for the renewing influences of the Spirit of grace. 
While we trust to outward impressionS| we are too often 
ready to deceive our own souls, and to mistake the mere 
stirring of natural affection or social feelings in religion for 
genuine piety ; but the moment we begin to commune vdth 
ourselves, no eye seeing us but the eye of God, and if we 
are truly actuated by religious principle, we shall be 
likely to discover the defect in our character^ and the con- 
sequent peril of our situation. We shall learn to value at 
its true rate of worthlessness whatever pleasure we may 
feel in discharging the public duties of religion, while our 
tempers and affections are not brought into subjection to 
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the obedience of Christ. And, on the other hand, where the 
heart is sincere, though the affections are languid, earnest 
meditation on heavenly things will kindle a brighter flame, and 
raise the mind to something of a right feeling of the unspeak- 
able glories of the Oospel. Thus it appears that reflection and 
communion with our own hearts are of high importance to 
persons of all descriptions ; to the sinner, the hypocrite, the 
careless, and the uninformed, in order to bring them to the 
knowledge of their awful condition ; and to the true Gkris- 
tian, in order to elevate his hopes and desires, to increase 
his spiritual knowledge, and not only to open new truths, 
but to make him enter with more interest into those which 
he already believes, but which he wishes to understand more 
fully, and to embrace with more ardour and affection. In 
circumstances especially of trial or temptation, serious re- 
flection, with earnest prayer to God, will oftentimes have 
an influence of the most beneficial kind in convincing us of 
the vanity of the world, and in leading us to Him who is 
the only Befuge for sinners, and the only Fountain of true 
comfort and repose. 

When the mind is most distressed, and the prospect, 
either for this world or the next, most gloomy and appalling, 
the Christian who can retire to his closet, and lift up his 
heart to " his Father who seeth in secret,'* meditating upon 
the love of God, and the grace of Christ, breathing after the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, and pleading the promises of 
the Gospel, will have a source of Diviue consolation far 
above all that earthly prosperity can bestow. Whether, 
therefore, we study our spiritual solace and enjoyment, or 
our " growth in grace," we shall see the importance of 
accustoming ourselves to meditate as well as to pray ; drink- 
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ing deeply in piivate into those heavenly truths of which we 
do not, perhaps, neglect the public acknowledgment. 

3. Spiritual meditation being thus shewn to possess so 
much importance, it becomes necessary to inquire into the 
best method of conducting it. The duty is difficult on 
account of the absence of those helps which assist us in the 
performance of many others. Where there is nothing to 
arrest the outward attention, it requires a much greater 
effort of the mind to make spiritual things appear truly 
forcible and impressive. The natural senses, far from 
assisting us in contemplating heavenly realities, serve only 
to draw us away, and to make us wander from the great 
objects of attention. Even in the most heavenly minded 
Christian, the wing that is spread towards heaven soon 
begins to flag : how much more, then, in the young, the 
ignorant, and the inexperienced. Yet there is no just 
reason why even these should not derive something of the 
benefit attached to the duty under consideration ; and with 
a view to effect so desirable an end, a few directions may 
not be unimportant. 

1. If, then, we would desire our meditations to be con- 
ducive to our spiritual welfare, they should be regular and 
frequent. As the body is not supported and kept in order 
by an occasional repast, but by daily nourishment, so the 
soul requires a stated and frequent supply of holy medita- 
tion to keep it alive and active in Divine concerns. The 
time and mode of our religious contemplations must, indeed, 
differ according to our opportunities of leisure, and the 
ability which God may give us for this employment ; but 
even in the case of the youngest, the most illiterate, and the 
most engaged members of society, there is no adequate 
excuse for omitting the duty. If we do not meditate, we 
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cannot praj aright ; a wider distance will be iaterposed 
between God and us ; the Holy Spirit will be grieved, and 
our spirituality of mind will be greatly lessened, if not 
entirely lost. Our conversation and iutercourse with the 
world cannot partake of the true spirit of the Gospel, if we 
do not value and cherish that spirit in our moments of 
retirement. We should, therefore, avail ourselves of every 
favourable season for this delightful and profitable work. 
But more especially should we engage in it, when the mind 
is more than usually drawn towards heavenly objects, when 
the heart is softened by distress, and when we feel mosD 
need of a Divine Saviour, and a celestial Comforter. Upon 
a sick bed those often learn ,to meditate upon eternal con- 
cerns> who never thought of them before ; but the desire of 
the true Christian is, in the days of health and strength, to 
live ** the life of faith," and to walk daily with his God, in 
order that when affliction arises he may know whither to 
resort, and may find his heavenly Parent *' a God nigb at 
hand, and not afar ofi^," *^ a very present help in time of 
trouble." 

2. To make our meditations profitable, we should pray 
and strive to be enabled to conduct them with holy and 
devout affections. The heart needs much purification to 
render it fit for heavenly contemplations : it requires to be 
emptied of the world, and of all objects that would pollute 
it by their presence. There should be a solemnity when we 
think upon heavenly things, similar to that which we should 
feel were an angel from heaven, or rather, were the Great 
Judge Himself to visit us, and to discourse with us respect- 
ing our everlasting welfare. We too often lose the benefits 
of sacred reflection by a levity of spirit, which prevents our 
adequately feeling the importance of the subjects in which 
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we are engaged. Yet what can be more momentous and 
awful than death and judgment, heaven and hell ? And 
what more worthy of engrossing our secret thoughts, and 
leading us to such reflections as may be the means, by. 
God's blessipg, of our eternal salvation ? 

3. With a view still further to render our meditation 
profitable, toe should cultivate all the powers of the spiritual 
understanding, and all the graces of the renewed mind. Here 
there is ample and infinite scope. Whatever faith 
receives, meditation should lay hold of, and bring into 
powerful action. No devout feeling, no heavenly afiection, 
no symptom of life towards G-od, or of deadness to the 
world, should be suffered to, languish and decay. Every- 
thing should be brought nigh, and appear in all its real 
importance. It does not require enlarged powers of mind, 
but a regenerate heart, to enable us to enter into this 
duty ; and so far from its being true that meditation and 
self-communion are duties that apply only, or chiefly, to 
the higher orders of intellect, and are of too refined and 
abstracted a nature for the youthful or uneducated Chris- 
tian, no person more enjoys the blessings connected with 
it than the poor and unlearned man, whose hopes are 
exclusively in heaven, and to whom no subject is so con- 
genial as that of the infinite grace of God unfolded in His 
revealed Word. In affliction, especially, sacred contempla- 
tion is a happy privilege, which we may all enjoy. Let us, 
then, at such times, commune with ourselves, and enquire, 
*' Why art thou cast down, my soul ! and why art thou 
disquieted within me ?" Let us ascertain the cause ; trace 
the evil to its source, and thus gain that self-acquaintance 
which such an investigation, when humbly conducted, 
cannot fail to produce. Learn we our sin, our infirmity, 
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our guilt ; feel more deeply our obligations to our Eedeemer, 
cleave to Him mgre firmly ; mixing with our meditations 
devout prayer, which may give them a heavenly direction, 
and render them conducive to our happiness and spiritual 
advancement. 

4. In order to render our religious meditations not only 
profitable, but, as it is intimated in the text, '' sweet " and 
delightful, we should learn to reflect upon the hlessings 
treasured in the Gospel, in connexion with our own wants, 
and should endeavour so to ascertain the reality of our 
religious character as to feel that we are not uninterested 
spectators, but real inheritors of the blessings we contem- 
plate. Let us survey with the eye of faith the glories of 
heaven, and the brightness of the unseen world, viewing 
our propitiated Creator in His infinite majesty, as far as 
may be, in this dim and imperfect state, and at His right 
hand. His ever beloved and co-equal Son, triumphantly 
returned from His conquest over sin and death, and 
opening the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Let us 
behold him also as a ** High Priest who can be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities," and who is not only effica- 
ciously pleading in our behalf, but is employed in sending 
down His Holy Spirit to " guide us into all truth," to com- 
fort and sanctify our hearts, and to direct us in '* the way 
that leadeth to life everlasting." Thus contemplating, in 
holy meditation. Him who bore our burden, whose hands 
and feet were pierced for our sake, and whose voice of pity 
and forgiveness invites us to partake of his salvation, let 
us deeply reflect upon His goodness and our own ingratitude. 
His long-suffering and our provocation — till those devout 
affections arise in our souls which may make our meditation 
" sweet " as well as salutary, and which, while they humble 
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us in the very dust, will raise Him to the throne of our 
hearts, and render it as much our real delight, as it is our 
bounden duty, to do His will. Spiritual meditation thus 
conducted will give birth to ardent desires after God and holi- 
ness ; so that we shall learn, in some humble proportion, at 
least, to adopt the words of the Psalmist, '' Whom have I in 
heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire in comparison of Thee," and shall arrive at the 
emphatic conclusion of the Apostle, that " to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain." But to produce this effect, we should 
earnestly use every other assistance : we should join prayer, 
and reading, and Christian intercourse, with our meditation ; 
think upon the character and employment of the blessed 
inhabitants of heaven; contrast eternal things with the 
vain pursuits and unsatisfactory enjoyments of earth ; we 
should raise as high as possible our estimate of the value of 
the human soul, the Price paid for its redemption; and we 
should contemplate in all its terrors that *' blackness of 
darkness," that ** everlasting destruction," which awaits the 
impenitent sinner, in order that we may duly appreciate 
that mercy which provided an all-sufficient ransom, apd 
bought us with the invaluable price of the Bedeemer's 
blood. 

From this subject we may infer the awful condition of 
him who lives without G-od in the world. If G-od be not in 
our meditations here, we have no Scriptural rea^■on to expect 
He will be our portion hereafter. The love of heaven and 
heavenly thoughts must commence on earth ; for dying in 
an unrenewed and unholy state, there is no reason to expect 
that our meditation of God will be anything but an awful 
sense of His presence as our offended Judge, and a torment- 
ing remorse at having neglected to turn to Him, while the 
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means of salvation were in our power. The happy contrast 
to this awful sceue can neither be imagined nor described ; 
for ** sweet " indeed, aud infinitely blessed, will be the 
eternal contemplation of him who has known God upon 
earth ; and to whom heaven itself is but the consummation 
of those holy pleasures which even in the present world he 
Iiad he^un to value and enjoy. 
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Job xiv. 14. 
"All the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my 

change come,** 
"VTEVEB was any man more afflicted than Job, and never 
-*-^ perhaps was any mere man more patient under it. He 
was visited with trial upon trial, with breach upon breach ; 
his possessions, his children torn from him by sudden and 
sweeping calamity, his body smitten with sore diseases, he 
presents a picture of accumulated wretchedness almost with- 
out a parallel. To complete his misery, those friends who 
should have tried to soothe his sorrows, only increased them 
by the unjust insinuations and unkind reproaches which 
they unsparingly heaped upon him. And yet amidst all 
his sufferings, we find him, with some mixture of human 
infirmity, maintaining for the most part a pious and patient 
spirit, holding fast his confidence in God, and cherishing 
hopes of His favour. Whence, it may be asked, did Job de- 
rive such fortitude and resignation amid trials so unusual 
and severe ? Doubtless he was much supported by the 
testimony of a good conscience, as well as strengthened 
with power from on high. These inward supports helped 
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him to bear the pressure of outward sufieriugs — but these 
were not his only resources. The promises of God with 
regard to a, future state were also his relief in present dis- 
tress, hope resting on what God had revealed, with refei^ 
ence to that, was the anchor of his soul when tossed by the 
waves of this troubled world. Notwithstanding his frequent 
mournful complainings his language at times is that of 
elevated, triumphant faith, and breaks forth at intervals like 
sunbeams suddenly issuing from a dark cloud. Of this 
nature is the passage before us. His own sufferings led 
him to think of the frailty of man, and while he sighed 
over ruins of a mortality occasioned by the sin of the first 
Adam, he cast his eyes forward to the repair of those ruins, 
through the second Adam, the Lord from heaven. . The 
text is expressive (f ardent desire, believing hope, and 
patient expectation, 

1. It breathes the spirit of ardent desire. He cries, ver. 13. 
"0 that Thou wouldst hide me in the grave,that Thouwouldst 
keep me secret until Thy wrath be past, that Thou wouldst 
appoint me a set time and remember me.'' These are not 
the words of impatience, panting to escape from the ills 
of life, longing for death as a release from suffering ; they 
assume a nobler character, and have a higher meaning ; they 
are the aspirations of the heaven-bom soul after complete 
blesFedness, that full perfection of body and soul which 
shall be the final portion of the redeemed. Here, we are 
necessarily surrounded with imperfection, pain, and weari- 
ness, weakness and decay : all thut shakes and shatters this 
mortal frame forcibly reminds us how far we are removed 
from the state of bodily vigour and enjoyment in which we 
were first created. I need not now show how far we have 
fallen from spiritual excellence : since bodily suffering is 
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the evidence? and the effect of apostaej from God.' Such is 
man's outward condition, now exposed to unnumbered dan- 
gers, the prey of various diseases, from the hour of his 
birth fast hastening to dissolution. What, too, is his state 
in the grave ? Is it not one of degradation and dishonour P 
For forms we so much admire, we so fondly cherish, to lose 
all power of motion and of sense, to be laid low among the 
clods of the valley, to moulder away into dust, surely the 
thought of this is enough to humble the proudest mind, and 
to make all who have a due sense of the original dignity of 
their nature long for the time when this dishonour shall be 
repaired. For the day of full redemption, when this dis- 
grace shall be done away, the whole creation are said to 
wait with eager expectation, as for the period when death 
and the curse shall be entirely removed ; but it is the 
believer in Christ Jesus, who since he has the greatest rea- 
son, so he does actually long most earnestly for the adoption, 
the redemption of his body, for then he will receive his full 
reward ; and, having served the Lord faithfully with body 
and spirit on earth, in both he will be abundantly recom- 
pensed at the resurrection of the just. It is his desire to 
be entirely conformed to the image of his Redeemer ; and 
in proportion as he attains to this conformity at present^ is 
he truly blessed — he knows however, that in a future world, 
at the end of all things, he shall bear a nearer resemblance 
to Him than he can do here, and while in the immediate 
presence of his Lord, his justified spirit will be made per- 
fect in holiness, his body too shall rise at length pure from 
the dregs of corruption, and conformed to the glorified 
body of his risen Head. When he thus awakes up after 
the likeness of the Lord, and not till then, will he be 
fully satisfied. In the mean time he will be aspiring after 



58 Ready for the Harvest, 

this perfect blessedoess, and tending towards it as the cen- 
tre and sun of his desires. 

2. The text is further the language of believing hope. 
The natural desire of immortality common to all men, and 
the restless longing after entire perfection, peculiar to the 
true Christian were not implanted in vain. G-od is able to 
satisfy this boundless thirst of enjoyment in his creatures, 
and vnll assuredly satisfy it in his saints, in whose breasts it 
is the work of his own Spirit. What though diseases prey 
upon this feeble frame, and death shall soon reduce it to its 
former dust? What though the gloomy grave is "the 
house appointed for all living ?" He who first moulded the 
dull clay into forms of beauty, and inspired it with the 
breath of life, is surely capable of forming it anew, and 
causing it to inherit a nobler, a never dying existence. He 
has moreover, assured us, that He will do this. As it lies 
within the circle of his Omnipotent power, so is it the subject 
of his declared purpose, aud express promise. These 
earthly tabernacles, weak and comparatively worthless as 
they are, are the objects of God's daily bounty and care — 
they are part of his Son's redeeming purchase. In them 
who seek and obtain his mercy they are even more : they are 
his own prepared and hallowed habitation. He makes the 
bodies of believers his temple and their hearts his throne. 
Will He then leave them in the dreary abodes of Death, 
disrobed of their honours, sunk into disgrace and mingled for 
ever with the clods of the valley or the waves of the ocean ? 
Assuredly not. He will not despise the work of his own 
hands. Though they lie fast bound for ages in the slumbers 
of the tomb, they shall answer once more to the call of 
Him who made them, and when He has " a desire to the work 
of his hands," they shall awake to glory, honour, and im- 
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mortality unknown, unthought of, before. " The times and 
the seasons the Father hath put in his own power," " it is 
not for us to know" them — ^it is enough to be assured, that 
He has " a set, an appointed time " for the fulfilment of all 
his purposes, and for the fulfilment of this among the rest. 
He brought his own Son into the world in the fulness of 
time, in due season He will bow mankind to his universal 
Bwaj. And then to complete his vast designs, to crown his 
sovereign purposes of judgment and of mercy. He will raise 
the dwellers on earth from their graves, summon them to his 
dread tribunal, and assign them their eternal portion 
according to their works. iThis, be it repeated, is not mere 
conjecture ; these great events are not left to the operation 
of blind chance, nor are they to be regarded as merely 
probable — they are fixed, certain, established truths, the un- 
changeable word of Him who cannot lie. Accordingly, the 
faithful, from the beginning, lived in the belief, and died in 
the assurance of them. Job lived at a very early period of 
the world, probably before there was any written revelation 
of God's will, and yet how confident was his hope, how firm 
his expectation of a future resurrection ! Hear him say, 
ages before the Messiah appeared, "I know that my 
Bedeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth, and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh sliall I see God." The firmness 
of his faith, the vigour of his hope, may reprove U8 upon 
whom a brighter day has arisen. If saints of old, with 
feebler light and fewer advantages were thus animated by 
the distant prospect of the glory to be revealed, what 
realizing views of the second advent of our Saviour ought 
we to cherish who have seen life and immortality brought 
to light by his first appea ing ! Job, in patriarchal times, 
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looking through the long yista of ages to come, did eheer- 
fully resign his body to the grave, persuaded that at the 
appointed season it should be raised again, let our expecta- 
tion of the same event be at least equally sure with his 
since the grounds on which it rests are so much stronger. 
Christ hath died, yea rather is risen again. He as our fore- 
runner has entered the mansions of the dead, and spoiled 
Death in his own dominions. Let not the believer in his 
name fear to follow in the path which He hath trodden 
before him, nor shudder at the grave which He hath per- 
fumed with his own presence. When his last hour shall 
come, and come it speedily will, while he willingly yields up 
his spirit to God who gave it, let him leave its earthly tene- 
ment without regret, relying on the faithful mercies of the 
Lord who has promised to build it anew, and believing that 
because Jesus liveth, and liveth still in the glory of his 
humanity as well as of his Deity, ** he shall live also." 

We remark, Srdly. The Patriarch's resolution "to wait all 
the days of his appointed time till his change should come " 
is the language of patient expectation. This results from a 
firm confidence in the Divine power, faithfulness and love. 
Ardently as Job lopged for the day of restitution, his ear- 
nest desire for complete deliverance from all the efiects of 
sin was tempered with calm submission to his sovereign 
will. He w^as assured that God in his infinite wisdom had 
fixed a time for raising the ashes of his saints from the 
dust, and that his time is the best. However long his dis- 
solved members might be buried in darkness, or however 
widely they might be scattered over the earth, he knew they 
should not continue in this state a moment beyond the 
prescribed period. That when that settled period should 
arrive, his mouldering clay should undergo a sudden, a 
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glorious change, and bursting at once the bars of its prison, 
should mount upward on wings of light to dwell with God 
for ever. With such an issue before him, well might he be 
content to wait through all the days which intervened, 
though dark and many. "Who would complain of the dark- 
ness of those hours which precede so bright a morning, or 
who would say that night is long, which is to be followed bj 
an eternal day ! When we descend into the silent tomb, 
our ashes are not lost — ^though hidden from human sight, 
they are still seen by God, still sheltered by his guardian 
care. He who never slumbers keeps a constant watch over 
the sleeping dust of his departed saints, as they repose in 
their clay cold beds, and at the resurrection morn He will 
bid them awake and arise to sleep no more. Yes, at the 
hour of their departure from this world, the bodies of 
believers sleep in Jesus, while their souls are in joy and 
felicity with Him in his heavenly presence. " Lord," let us 
each say, " if our frail mortality is sheltered by Thy care, it 
cannot but be secure ; if our departed spirits are with Thee^ 
they cannot but be happy." 

Our subject is consoling to those who belong to Christ. 
Trouble in some shape or other is inseparable from our com- 
mon nature, and the Christian in addition to these has 
peculiar trials of his own. He is placed in a world of sor- 
row, with the enemy of souls to harass and annoy him at 
every step, and is fast hastening to the gates of death, and 
the abodes of the dead. How cheering amid the gloominess 
of such a scene to hear the voice of his Shepherd proclaim- 
ing, I am the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in 
me though he were dead, yet shall he live, and he that liveth 
and abideth in me, shall never die. Sensible of many de- 
ficiencies, and disturbed by sore temptations, even the 
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believer sometimes shrinks at the thought of dissolution, 
and shudders at the horrors of the silent tomb — ^let him, 
however, with Job, cast his eyes not merely beyond the circle 
of his own narrow span of being, but beyond the bounds of 
time itself, let him remember that if he be in Christ, '^ all 
things are his, things present and things to come ;'* and that 
having now already received some foretastes of the Saviour's 
love, He will not leave nor forsake him till he is made a 
partaker of the fulness of his glory : when mourning over 
his remaining corruptions, let him believe that these shall at 
length be fully purged away by the blood of Jesus, and his 
soul be presented without spot before God, and in the time 
of sickness or in the prospect of death, let him anticipate 
the joyful mom when after a long repose in the grave, his 
frail body shall be restored, and raiised to immortal vigour 
and to endless life. 

The subject suggests also the necessity of holy prepara- 
tion for so blessed a state. This applies to those who are 
already the servants of God, and subjects of Jesus Christ. 
Since the Bridegroom will shortly come, and we know not 
how soon, how needful to keep our lamps trimmed, and our 
lights burning. To such we would say, " Be ye steadfest, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in.vain iu the 
Lord." 

To those who care for none of these things, who are living 
to themselves, forgetful of G^d, and negligent of salvation, 
we must speak the language of solemn admonition. We 
have been speaking of a resurrection to life, of the hopes and 
happiness of good men, but it must be remembered that 
there is also a resurrection to condemnation. The same 
sure Word which reveals the one, reveals also the other. 
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Life and death are set before you. Tour condition in 
eternity depends on your present choice. Short and uncer- 
tain is your term of trial. The sands of life's shaken glass 
are quickly wasting, " Your days are numbered, and must 
soon be finished." Delay no longer to consider your ways. 
It is time to seek the Lord. Break off your sins by repent- 
ance. Ply in the spirit of imploring faith to your neglected 
Saviour. Fall into his arms of mercy, resign yourselves to 
his continual guidance, and enjoyiDg here a spiritual resur- 
rection to a life of righteousness you shall hereafter rise to 
the full possession of the joys which are at his right hand 
for evermore. 
. [The following paragraph was added in the year 1854.] 

Those who are mourningthe loss of endeared friends and 
relatives, (and where are the families and individuals that 
are not called, sooner or later, to endure such privations ?) 
may derive some alleviation of their grief from the topics 
we have been considering. Our beloved associates removed 
by death, are only separated from us for a season, they are 
not lost, but gone a little while before ; we shall see theoi 
again ; and if the parting from them here was sad and bit- 
ter, joyful and glorious beyond expiression will be the 
reunion in a happier state. " The maid is not dead, not 
wholly or eternally so, but sleepeth." " Thy brother shall 
rise again." " I will raise him up at the last day." " We 
sorrow indeed, but not without hope^ "For, if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus, will God bring with Him." In the mean 
time, they have bequeathed to us the memory and example 
of their purity, peacefulness, and charity, " these are the 
fruit which survives when MknQ flower withers, the only orna- 
ments and treasures we can carry into eternity." 
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The following passages have been selected from a 
Volume of Sermons published by the Bev. 
Thomas Horny in the year 1832. 



GOD GLOEIFIED AND MAN ABASED. 

1 Cheonicles xxix. 13, 14, 15. 

"JV(W therefore^ our Ood, toe thank thee, and praise thy 
glorious name. But who am Z, and what is my people, 
that we should he able to offer so willingly after this sort ? 
For all things come of Thee, and of thine own have we given 
Thee. For we are strangers hefore Thee and sojourners, as 
were all our fathers ; our dags on earth are as a shadow, 
and there is none abiding,''^ 

So limited are the faculties of the human mind, that we 
know little of any thing beyond the surface and outward 
appearance, how much less then can we comprehend Him 
who is the Maker of all I Whatever knowledge of God we 
can attain to in the present state, must be through those 
manifestations which He has been pleased to make of him- 
self. 

" All things come of Thee," says the Psalmist, in setting 
forth the praises of the Lord. He who is the cause and 
parent of whatever exists, must possess boundless resources 
in himself, and his own being must be necessary and un- 
changeable. To Abraham he revealed himself as " God all- 
sufficient ;" a name which intimates that his own existence 
is independent and underived. He who gives being to 
others, can himself derive it from none. Whatever wisdom, 
strength, or goodness are found, either in earth or heaven. 
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are beams proceeding from this uncreated sun, streams 
issuing from this ever-flowing fountain ; and if the beams be 
so bright, and the streams so beneficial as they are found to 
be, notwithstanding the alloys of human imperfection which 
too often mingle with them, how bright, how blessed, must 
be the source from whence they emanate, and in which they 
centre in infinite and unapproachable degrees of perfection. 
In this all-sufficiency of Jehovah, this absolute perfection of 
nature, and in those communications which out of his own 
fulness he has made to creatures, forming them at first, 
then sustaining and blessing them according to their several 
capacities, consists his claim on their obedience and submis- 
sion. He who has made, and who preserves all things, has 
an undoubted right to absolute, universal dominion. Human 
authority and earthly sovereignty often rest on an insecure 
foundation. Under the permissive Providence of God, the 
same hands which raised it may contribute to its overthrow, 
or it may be subverted by the weakness and vices of rulers 
themselves. But nothing of this kind applies to Him 
" whose throne is in the heavens, and whose kingdom ruleth 
over all." The foundations of his government resting not 
on outward circumstances, but on his infinite perfections, 
must be immutable as his own eternal nature ; and because 
He can never cease to be God, perfectly good in Himself and 
the boundless source of universal good to others, He can 
never cease to be sole ruler of those whom He has made, and 
still preserves. Such views of the Divine Greatness sug- 
gested in the text are enlarged upon in the words immedi- 
ately preceding it. " Thine, Lord, is the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty ; 
for all that is in the heaven, and in the earth is thine ; thine 
is the kingdom, Lord, and thou art exalted as head above 
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all. Botb riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest 
over all ; and in thine hand is power and might ; and in 
thine hand it is to make great and to give strength unto all." 

II. The text reminds us of the Goodfiess of Gh)d as well 
as of his greatness. 

As in the creation, at first, of so many beings, in different 
degrees capable of enjoyment, we have a striking evidence 
of the goodness of God, so the same attribute is conspicu- 
ously displayed in their continued preservation. He might 
have destroyed all earthly creatures for the sin of one ; but 
He let them live, though subject to changes, calamity, dis- 
eases and death. He preserves the several kinds of creatures, 
and propagates them in succession from age to age. He 
furnishes the supplies necessary for their support. " The 
eyes of all wait upon thee, Lord, and thou givest them 
their meat in due season.' Thou openest thy hand, and 
satisfiest the desire of every living thing." The rank we 
occupy in the scale of being, together with our several con- 
ditions in life, are the allotments of his gracious Providence. 
He has lighted up reason in our souls ; our curiously formed 
bodies are the^rorkmanship of his hand ; his is the food 
which nourishes, the clothing which protects them ; He gives 
us days of health, and nights of ease, agreeable connexions, 
and peaceful habitations. He has placed some above the 
drudgery of common labour, and given them a command over 
the conveniences and elegancies of life. From Him they 
derive the means of procuring many comforts, and of miti- 
gating many unavoidable evils. Whatever blessings we 
enjoy, whether they be those which fill the cup of prosperity, 
or those more common but not less valuable benefits which 
sweeten and reward the toils of poverty ; it is important for 
each one to remember from whom he derives them ; to keep 
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constantly in mind the sentiment of the Psalmist, "All things 
come of Thee." In establishing this truth, while we main^ 
tain that G-od is the source of all that is good, we must 
guard against supposing Him to be the cause of anything 
that is evil. Much evil, it is true, exists in the world, but 
this, of whatever kind it be, whether natural or moral, is to 
be traced to the fault of creatures, to the sin of man. With- 
out enquiring why si a was permitted to enter the world, a 
question which in the present state we are incompetent to 
answer, it is enough to know that God made man upright, 
able to stand in his integrity, though liable to fall. God 
was not bound to prevent man's abuse of his natural liberty; 
it is sufficient to vindicate his goodness, that he formed his 
creature holy, with the power of continuing so, and if he fell^ 
forfeiting thereby his original innocence and happiness, he 
fell by no unavoidable necessity, but by his own voluntary 
act. 

Whatever mysteries attend the enti:ance of sin into the 

world, it has given occasion to the brightest display of divine 

goodness in the gift of the great Eedeemer, through whom 

the ruins of the fall are repaired. In those who believe the 

Grospel testimony concerning Him, the progress of that 

deadly poison which works in Adam's children is arrested, a 

healing process is going on ; and although many evils must 

necessarily continue to attend them here, these are but 

temporary, and both sin itself and all its sad consequences, 

shall in them at length be completely done away". Thus did 

the mercy of God triumph over the malice of Satan, and 

the misery of his victims ; and as to the vast company of 

believers, the permission of evil for a time will be more than 

counterbalanced by the eventual bestowment of greater 

good. In speaking of the riches of Divine ' goodness, we 
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must just glance at the ample provisions of the Gospel. The 
two great gifts which it exhibits, are those of a Saviour and 
a Sanctifier, those of his Son and of his Spirit : these com- 
prehend all that we need to fit us for present duties and 
trials, and to prepare us for a better world. Man in his 
natural state is a guilty creature, exposed to the anger of 
his Maker, and to its fearful effects ; but in the sacrifice of 
Jesus, he may behold his propitiation, a full atonement for 
his manifold sins : through him every penitent may draw 
near to God, and pleading his complete satisfaction, obtain 
free forgiveness for all that is past. But the sinner is weak 
as well as guilty : he needs one to strengthen him, to put 
within him good desires, and enable him to bring those 
desires to good effect. When the great propitiation is pro- 
posed to his acceptance, he needs some one to dispose him 
cordially to embrace it, and to comply with the terms on 
which it is offered. After he has set out in the right way, 
he requires continual guidance, succour, and support, to 
keep his feet from falling, and to enable him to persevere 
steadily unto the end. Such a guide, supporter, and com- 
forter is the Holy Spirit, the great promise of the Christian 
dispensation, the leader and sanctifier of faithful souls. The 
softened heart, the willing mind, the benevolent plan, the 
holy purpose, are from Him. While praying for larger 
measures of grace to perfect in us the work that is begun, 
let us not forget to praise Him, with David, for whatever 
good disposition He has wrought in us already, and for every 
good deed He hath enabled us to perform. Since all things 
come from God, may we have minds to see Him in every 
thing, and hearts for every thing to thank Him -, after each 
benefit received from Him, each act of service done to his 
honour, learn to say with the pious king of Judah, " Now, 
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therefore, our God, we thank thee and praise thy glorious 



name." 



Unfeigned gratitude and humility are the feelings which 
these views of God's greatness and goodness are calculated 
to inspire in all that dulj meditate upon them. These 
graces are closely connected together, and both will be found 
to exist in proportion to the liveliness of our apprehensions 
of Him who is the greatest and best of beings. So far as we 
are impressed with a sense of his majesty, shall we feel our 
own meanness, and the more vile and unworthy we appear 
to ourselves, the more will his unmerited goodness strike 
the mind and affect the heart. David felt both humble 
and thankful in being permitted to contribute to the honour 
of God. " Now, therefore, our God, we thank thee, and 
praise thy glorious name. But who am I, and what is my 
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly aflber this 
sort P For all things come of thee, and of thine own have 
we given thee." If God has distiDguished us by a bounty 
which he has denied to others, so far from ascribing such 
distinction to any personal merit, let us learn to attribute 
it to his undeserved favour ; let us praise him especially, if 
to a liberal share of the bounties of Providence he has added 
large supplies of the blessings of grace, inclining us, instead 
of perverting his benefits to selfish and sinful purposes, to 
devote our several talents to his service, and to improve the 
gifts of our heavenly benefactor to his glory. The purpose 
and the power to do good, the means of giving, and the dis- 
position to give, are alike from Him ; and should some feelings 
of vanity or self-applause steal in upon the mind while 
engaged in holy or benevolent duties, learn to suppress them 
with the thought that " all things come fi'om God ;" and that 
whatever be the sacrifices we make, or the services we per- 
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form in honor of bis name, it is his grace which enables us 
to make the surrender, and that in so doing, we are onlj 
" giving Him back his own." 

IIL But from contemplating the majesty and mercy of 
the Lord, the text leads us to look for a moment on our 
own condition ; and the view there presented of it is trulj 
humiliating and affecting : '' We are strangers before thee, 
and sojourners, as were all our fathers i our days on earth 
are as a shadow, and there is none abiding." This should 
deepen our humility in the presence of Him who is everlast- 
ing. 

The shortness of our continuance on earth, the frailty of 
our present state, though the path be illumined with hopes 
of eternity, is a solemn, soul-stirring consideration. 

"When worldly projects fill your minds, and earthly objects 
twine around your hearts, diverting you from a fixed atten- 
tion to the one thing needful ; or when, instead of devoting 
your Maker's gifts to his glory, you are tempted to betray 
your trust, to squander his benefits on vain and selfish pur- 
suits, remember that '^ as strangers " this is not the land of 
your possession, you have neither right nor property here ; 
that as "sojourners," you are merely lodging for a night in the 
mansion of another, and that soon as morning dawns, you 
must depart and be away. Short at the longest is the term 
of our remaining here, and little at the most is the service 
we can do for Ood in our generation. Let firequent medita- 
tion on the frail tenure by which all temporal good is held, 
ruder us habitually serious and sober-minded; let it excite 
UB to diligence, to a faithful discharge of every duty ; and as 
there is no abiding here, no more certain expectation of per- 
manent happiness below for any of us, than there was for 
our fathers who arc gone before, let us learn to plant our 
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hopes in a soil where nothing dies^ let our present desire in 
some measure correspond with our future destiny ; in faith, 
in patience, in persevering obedience, let us " look for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." 

Those to whom a future world is wrapt in gloomy dark- 
ness, whose thoughts, hopes, pursuits, and pleasures, all 
centre in this, may learn on what a sandy foundation they 
are building, on what an airy nothing they are resting. Is 
it true the days of man on earth are as a shadow, and there 
is none abiding ? Then what are your prospects now, what 
is your actual condition, if with death, judgment, and eter- 
nity hastening towards you, you are still unconcerned about 
futurity, still unprepared to meet the awful scenes it will 
disclose ? Put not away these solemn reflections as matters 
in which you have no concern, but remember that, healthy, 
busy, gay as you may be, you have every one to die ; that 
after death you must live for ever, either with God in glory, 
or with wicked spirits in hopeless misery ; and that which 
of these states shall be your final, your everlasting, portion, 
depends upon the conduct you now maintain, the course you 
now pursue. Seek pardon through the blood of the cross : 
implore renewal through sanctification of the Spirit : redeem 
the time : put away the evil of your doings : present your- 
selves a living sacrifice to Him who made and hath redeemed 
jou. Doubt not God will accept the offering, and make 
your willing service as profitable to yourselves as it is 
pleasing to Him. 



CHEIST OUR EXAMPLE. 

The mind that was in him, however pure and elevated, 
was still the mind and disposition of man, of man renewed 
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in the image of G-od. It presents all those graces that 
compose the Christian character, and adorn the saint, suited 
to the condition in which man is found, and to the yarious 
relations in which he is placed. By becoming our elder 
brother, bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, He felt the 
same emotions, and was subject to similar inflrmities with 
us, and thus in his daily walk He afforded his followers a 
living lesson,' instructing them thereby what He would have 
them be, and what, through his grace, they were capable of 
being made. 



SATAN EESISTED AND OVEECQME. 

The servant of Christ, the soldier of the cross, need not 
fear. Knowing the malice and subtlety of his adversary, 
and feeling his own weakness, his proneness to wander from 
God, he may well distrust himself; but looking upward to 
the throne of grace, and forward to the issue of the strife, 
he may " thank God and take courage." The conflict with 
himself and Satan, with the world and sin, though it may be 
severe, will be comparatively short ; and those who, having 
enlisted under Christ's banner, shall be found faithful unto 
death, will enjoy a rest and recompense with Him above, 
glorious as heaven can be, and lasting as eternity. 

But to many this subject may seem uninteresting and^ 
almost unmeaning. Were I to ask you whether you believe 
in the existence of evil spirits, of one especially who ** as a 
roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he may devour ;" 
you would probably answer that you do. But then it is to 
be feared his power, his malice, his subtlety are forgotten, as 
it respects yourselves ; and because his influence is not felt, 
and his temptations occasion no trouble, he is scarcely 
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regarded ia any other light than as a harmless enemy.* 
This^ however, is not the doctrine of the Bihle, or the testi- 
mony of experience. Thousands have been sorely wounded, 
and many strong men have been slain by him : and so far 
from considering it a good sign that he either lets 
you alone, or that, if assailed, you are unconscious of 
his attacks, you should rather suspect and fear that 
your quiet arises irom your being in a great measure 
in his power. To those who are his willing slaves 
the prince of darkness will offer little annoyance : secure of 
his prey, the destroyer of souls will not disturb his slum- 
bering victims ; but if any one begins to awake^ and, aware 
of danger; to cry for deliverance, then the spiritual conflict 
commences, then the enemy bestirs himself, and does all he 
can to harass and hinder the efforts of the awakened sinner. 
The best men have been sorely buffeted by the adversary ; 
and for this very reason, because of their earnest desires to 
please God: and those who are wholly strangers to this 
struggle, who know nothing of the assaults of Satan, nor 
what it is to resist him, may well question whether, instead 
of being soldiers of Jesus Christ, they are not the willing 
servants of another master. The quiet produced by habits 
of sin and blind submission to Satan, will soon be broken ; 
the enemy will shortly throw off the mask ; and unless we 
awake betimes, and casting off the works of darkness, put 
OQ the armour of light, we shall have to lament our folly 
when it is too late to retrace our steps. As then, my 

* " He can look into our heart8,~-can watch the sparks of passion, as 
''he fans them into an nngodly flame,— can glance from heart to heart, 
** from people to people, from kingdom to kingdom. His knowledge of 
*' onr sinful bias is enough to tell him when and how to tempt.''— Bishop 
Nixon. 
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blrethren, you would not have your portion for ever in tie 
lake of fire, with the Devil and his angels, see that you 
resist him now. Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness : keep no company with the workers of 
iniquity : oppose the beginnings of evil : make the word of 
God your guide, and the people of God your companions. 
Keep holy the sabbath day : regularly and devoutly attend 
divine worship : implore in secret the succours of grace : 
watch and strive against sin, especially that which most 
easily besets you : thus shall you war a good warfare under 
the Captain of your salvation, Jesus Christ, and finally, 
through his merits and intercession, obtain a complete 
victory. 



DIVINE ASSISTANCE IN PfeATEE. 

The intercession of the Comforter must be clearly dis- 
tinguished from the mediation of the Saviour. Christ is 
the only advocate with the Pather above, the Spirit is the 
sanctifier and helper of the faithful here — the intercession 
of Christ is meritorious, the intercession of the Spirit is 
^gracious and supporting. The one intercedes without us, 
the other intercedes within us. By the Spirit we are 
taught to pray ; by the Saviour our prayers are accepted. 
"While the Holy Ghost enlightens the clouded under- 
standing of the sincere worshipper, he also enlivens his dull 
affections, fixes his wandering thoughts, gives vigour and 
intensity to his desires, enabling him to pour forth his 
whole soul unto God. It is here that the gracious inter- 
position of the Spirit is eminently seen: inspiring the 
praying Christian with deep reverence, holy confidence, and 
persevering earnestness. Each feeling of want, each view 
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of the Divine goodness, each desire after mercy, as it is 
opposed to the impotency and insensibility of our corrupt 
nature, is to be ascribed to the influences of the blessed 
Spirit, to Him whose office it is to help our infirmities, and 
in making intercession for us, to aid us in interceding for 
ourselves. 

Let every one then who is sincerely seeking after God, 
be encouraged to draw near unto Him. You are sensible of 
many infirmities as in other duties, so especially in prayer. 
Before entering upon it you often feel much unwillingness, 
and when engaged in it, an almost insuperable languor and 
deadness seem at times to oppress you. Tour apprehen- 
sions of heavenly things are faint, your desires after them 
feeble. But remember that amidst all the natural weak- 
ness, all the involuntary wanderings of your minds, a power 
is near to raise, to support, to enlighten, and to revive. 
Conscious of ignorance as to what is best for you, or of 
inability to ask for it in a suitable way, to implore the 
mercies of God with that earnestness and importunity 
which their importance requires, call to your aid the 
energy of the Almighty and Good Spirit. He like a 
powerful advocate, when you are ready to fail, will take up 
your sinking cause, and teach you to plead it with that 
humble confidence, that steady perseverance which is a 
hopeful earnest of success. When you know not what to 
pray for. He as the Spirit of supplications will draw up your 
petitions and indite your requests, and then enable you to 
urge them with a vigour and a fervour not your own. God 
doubtless will listen to the prayers which He hath himself 
iaspired. *' He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh iutercession for 
the saints acccording to the will of God:'* with such an 
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Advocate above as Jesus Christ the rigbteous to plead your 
cause, and to present our petitions, and with such an In- 
tercessor below as the eternal Spirit, who is one with the 
Patber and the Son, to frame and prepare theniy we may 
come boldly to the throne of grace> we may ask and receive 
that our joy may be full, persuaded that if we ask anything 
according to his will, He heareth us. 

But many there are who live altogether without prayer, 
or at best, their devotions are cold, hurried, and formal 
Some of this description may now be addressed. Have 
you then, I would ask, no sins to confess, no evils to avoid, 
no wants to be relieved, no benefits to implore ! None can 
plead exemption from the common lot of humanity, or say 
with truth he needs no help, no succour from above. The 
best are most sensible of their infirmities ; oppressed vnth 
the burden of sin and sorrow^ they sigh to be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. And if the renewed, adopted children 
of God cry day and night unto Him to perfect the work He 
has begun in them, if unutterable groans^ the work of the 
Spirit in their hearts, attest the eagerness of their desires 
for full redemption, what need has the unconverted, un- 
pardoned sinner to implore with earnestness, and without 
delay, the pardon of his sins and the blessings of salvation! 
No longer then live without prayer. " Seek the Lord 
while he may be found." Fervently implore his grace, that 
you may not merely use the language, but possess the feel- 
ings of a true suppliant; that your petitions from being 
formal may become spiritual ; that instead of cold and 
careless, they may be warmed with fire from heaven, and 
ascend like incense thjtber : seek to become members of that 
holy family which by the spirit of adoption call God their 
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Father ; that with that royal priesthood you may *' offer 
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to Ood through Jesus 
Christ." 



SIMEON'S CHAEACTBB AND EEWAED. 

The description of this aged saint here giyea shews us, 
that true religion is the same in every age* The hopes of 
GU)d's people have ever been fixed on Spiritual benefits to 
be bestowed through a divine Mediator, and they have de- 
rived, both their strength to suffer and their will to serve, 
from heavenly influences granted in answer to their fervent 
prayers. Do yon ask how it was that Simeon, with advan- 
tages far inferior to our own, \{as ''just and devout, waiting 
for the consolation of Israel ? " the answer is, " the Holy 
Ghost was upon him ; " here was the secret of his stedfast 
piety in degenerate days ; from hence was the source of his 
pure devotion and patient faith. Por although the Spirit 
was not yet given in his more abundant influences, yet in 
such measures was he afforded as sufficed for the guidance 
and government, the sanctiflcation and comfort of the 
faithful. If then, under a dispensation of greater light we 
would attain to the state of this just, devout and waiting 
saint, we must seek it by the agency of the same Spirit. 
Far from thinking it enough to be just in our dealings or 
regular in our devotions, to have the mere shell and sem- 
blance of piety without an inward, real change, never let 
us rest satisfied until renewed in the spirit of our minds, 
we are enabled to walk before the Lord in holiness and up- 
lightness all our days. It is the work of the Holy Ghost 
first to convince of sin, then to testify of Christ, leading 
the consciously guilty and feeble to the cross of the Be- 
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deemer for righteousness and strength; such having ob- 
tained help, from whence help is alone to be found, are 
enabled, by his gracious influences, to bring forth those 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ to the 
glory and praise of God. Aspiring after the character, 
and imitating the conduct of Simeon, we may hope to share 
in his reward. 

Having looked upon the Sun of righteousness, as He 
arose with healing in his wings, he thenceforth became 
blind to the beauties of this lower world. Earth had no 
further charms for him, who had seen earth's Maker and 
King ; and with a heart overflowing with grateful joy, he 
craved permission to depart from its tumultuous and 
troubled scenes. " L6rd," he exclaimed, " now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word ; for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people ; a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of thy people Israel." This hymn has 
been sung for ages in Christian assemblies; martyrs and 
saints have often breathed out their departing souls in its 
hallowed strains ; and each Sabbath it forms, as you know, 
a part of the evening devotions of our national Church. 

I. Prom the case of the individual before us, we see liow 
to ensure a happy end. What was it that gave such calm 
composure, such strong consolation to Simeon in the pro- 
spect of death ? Doubtless it was that he had lived in the 
frequent contemplation of this event, and had been habitu- 
ally preparing to meet it. It is because they banish the 
thought of dissolution as much as possible from their 
minds, and live here as if there were no hereafter, that its 
approach surprises so many with sudden terrors ; whereas 
were we like Simeon, just and devout on Christian prin- 
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ciples ; were we, like him, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, the monster when it approached would lose its 
sting, and victory over the last enemy would be ours. It is 
only the believer in Jesus who can smile on death ; it is 
only he, who can behold its advances without dismay. 
Learn then from the example of this aged saint the way to 
be happy while you live, and when you die : learn to feel 
your lost estate through sin, and to embrace the method of 
recovery by Christ : and your last end, though it may not 
be so joyful its his was, will be as safe ; and having ex- 
perienced something of the salvation of Jesus on earth, you 
will go to realize its fuller extent of blessedness in the 
world above. 

We are apt sometimes to think how favoured they were 
who saw the Lord of glory in the flesh, who ^vitnessed his 
wondrous miracles, and listened to his gracious words. 
Great unquestionably were their privileges, but let us not 
Eiagnify their advantages in order to depreciate those 
which we enjoy. The same Gospel is proclaimed to us 
which was preached to them, with fuller revelations of its 
meaning, and farther attestations to its truth. The pro- 
mises of that Gospel, be it' remembered, are not made to 
the beholder of Christ's person, but to the believer on his 
name. '' Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have 
believed." 

2. Our subject is also encouraging to all who are sincerely 
and siedfastly seeking the favour of the Lord, To Simeon, 
it was revealed, " that he should not see death before he 
liad seen the Lord's Christ." In the strength of this as- 
surance, be waited patiently amidst every discouragement 
for the fulfilment of the promise, and in due time it was 
fulfilled to his complete joy. Whatever may be the sin- 
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cerity or earnestness with which we are looking for redemp- 
tion through Christ, we have no reason to expect any 
precisely similar intimation to that with which Simeon was 
favoured : visions, voices, and extraordinary revelations have 
long ceased. " We have a more sure word of prophecy, to 
which we do well to take heed." God speaks to us now 
through his written word. Yet the declarations of this 
word are as express, and may as surely be relied on, as if 
Jehovah had addressed a separate communication of his will 
to each individual. What is it then that He has spoken to 
every one who earnestly desires to be saved ? " Ask and 
ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall 
be opened unto you." Are you then among the mourners 
in Sion, who, grieving for their sins, and refusing to draw 
comfort from the nether springs of earth, are seeking it 
from the only true source, from Him who is the consolation 
of Israel ? then be assured, you shall not seek in vain. He 
may delay for a time to grant you the desires of your 
hearts, to exercise your graces, to draw forth your most 
earnest supplications ; but at length He will come in to your 
relief and rescue, and you shall never be ashamed. And so 
with respect to those Christians who are in any trial, whose 
faith and patience are exercised in various ways : amidst all 
their dejection and difficulties, ** let them trust in the name 
of the Lord, and stay themselves upon their God." The 
servants of God trouble themselves in vain when they dis- 
trust Him ; for in life He is with them, and in death He 
will not forsake them. 

I would observe in conclusion, that in order to meet with 
Christ, we should seek Him in his appointed waye^ in the 
diligent discharge of known duties, in a conscientious at- 
tendance on Divine ordinances. As if to honour Simeon's 
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regard to these ordinances, it was while worshipping in the 
Temple, that he was blest with the sight of that Comforter 
for whom he waited. If we go to the house of prayer under 
the influences of the same Spirit, and with the same de- 
sires that he did, we shall not depart without a blessing. 
Christ is still present in all places where He records his 
name, and has promised in all such places to come unto his 
people, and to bless them. Happy is it for us, my brethren, 
if we are able to say, " In the way of thy judgments, O 
Lord, have we waited for thee ; the desire of our soul is to 
thy name, and to the remembrance of thee." Then to us, 
as to Simeon of old, " The Lord whom we seek shall sud- 
denly come to his temple, even the Messenger of the cove- 
nant whom we delight in, behold He shall come, saith the 
Lord of Hosts." 



EECEPTION OF CHRIST A TEST OF CHAEACTER. 

Let no one deceive himself with the name of Christian, 
with general respectability of character, with the perform- 
ance of some good deeds, or with any other equivocal mark of 
a disciple, nor rest satisfied without examining the feelings 
of Lis soul towards the Lord Jesus Christ. " MThat think 
je of Christ ?" " Dost thou believe on the Son of God ?" 
are all-important questions to every child of fallen man. 
It is not, are ye called by his name ? are ye numbered with 
his professing people ? are you doing many things which 
have a religious aspect ? but do you believe on the Son of 
God ? This it is which must decide your present character 
in the sight of God : this must determine your everlasting 
conditiou in the great day. Behold this child, born in a 
stable, cradled in a manger, presented in the temple on the 

a 
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eighth day for circmxiciBioD, ^ this child ia set for the fa)l 
and riaJTig again of many in laraeL" May we, instead of 
atnmbling on Hixn as a roek of o^nce, bnild on Him as a 
sure foundation. While others wilfiiily reject, may we 
willingly receive Him ; while his person, doctrine, ways and 
sacrifice, are lightly esteemed by multitndes ; while bj 
many He is spoken against ; may we rejoice in Him as all 
our salvation, and all our desire : and in our several stations, 
by oar lips and by our lives, let «s labour to spread abroad 
the knowledge of his truth, that so '^ his way may be known 
upon the earthy his saving health among all nations/' 



BEDEEMING THE TIME. 

Much depends upon a proper selection (^ labour, accord- 
ing to the talents or opp<vtunities we enjoy. Many things 
may be within the reach of another, which are beyond our 
own ; and it is one of the vanities o^ human life, to be 
always thinking of what we would do, if placed in other 
circumstances, while the good we might effect is neglected 
or overlooked. The five talents of rank, opulence, or supe- 
rior knowledge are confined comparatively to few ; but each 
in his humbler sphere may do something for the honour of 
his God, and the good of his fellow creatures. ** The way 
to true excellence," observes a late author, "is not to aspire 
after the performance of a few splendid actions, but to fill 
up life with a sober, modest, sincere, affectionate, assiduous, 
and uniform conduct. Eeal greatness attaches to character, 
ahd character arises from a course of action. A man is 
not to be esteemed for one or two good deeds, any farther 
than these are indications of the real state of his mind. 
We do not estimate the character of Christ himself, so 
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much from bis having given sight to the blind, or raised 
Lazarus firom the grave, as from his going about dbntinually 
doing good." He who rightly values the fleeting moments 
of his present existence, will consider them as an estate, or 
track of ground, no parcel of which is incapable of some 
improvement, and of which every part should be dUigently 
cultivated. If you reflect on the various claims of your 
neighbours, and your own capacities of usefulness, you will 
find an ample field of pious and benevolent labour. There 
are the ignorant to be instructed, the unruly to be warned, 
the weak to be supported, the disconsolate to be comforted, 
the needy to be relieved. In these and numberless other 
ways we may be useful to others. And then first, and 
above all, we have each our own vineyard to keep, our soul's 
salvation to secure. We have to escape from hell, and fly 
to heaven: to get conscience sprinkled with atoning blood, 
and the soul sheltered beneath the shadow of the Eedeemer's 
cross : we have to acquire a meetness for the inheritance of 
the saints in light. Could we but view time in the light of 
eternity ; could we behold it in all its awful bearings on 
endless joy or endless woe ; we should require no arguments, 
no persuasions, to induce us to improve it well, to employ 
every portion oi it to the great purposes for which it was 
given. 

In spiritual concerns and the business of salvation, all 
delays are dangerous: in other less important matterz^, 
dilatoriness and slothfulness may be merely inconvenient ; 
here it is fatal. The subtle tempter, and our own sluggish 
hearts, will always find some excuse for deferring the work 
of serious preparation for another world. At some future 
imaginary period, we fancy we shall be more at leisure, or 
have acquired more experience \ the difficulties in the way 

o2 
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of our return to God will be less, and our own inclination 
to it greater. Thus blinded by sense, and deluded by Satan, 
year after year steals silently away ; each succeeding day 
as it brings us nearer to eternity, finding us farther removed 
from God, till death suddenly surprises us in the midst of 
all our sins, and the minister of religion, the Word of God, 
or the voice of conscience reminds us that we have reached 
the extreme verge of life without having accomplished the 
ends of living, and that amidst the languors, it may be, the 
agonies of our last moments, the happiness of heaven is to 
be won, and all the mighty interests of the immortal soul 
secured. Shall we then hazard and endanger our eternal 
safety for want of timely care ? Shall we suspend upon 
some distant, doubtful moment of this fleeting state, the 
blessedness or misery of endless ages ? Eather let us seize 
the present hour for "working out our salvation," and 
" give all diligence to make our calling and election sure." 

Amidst an unprecedented diffusion of secular knowledge, 
and the multiplication of the means of religious instructioD, 
immorality and profaneness are too prevalent among all 
ranks of society. Pride of intellect, and a certain impa- 
tience of control, are some of the worst features of the 
present day. If iu some other periods of our history there 
have been too great a veneration for antiquity, and an 
almost servile submission to ruling authorities, we now 
seem to be in danger irom an opposite extreme ; and dis- 
regarding the voice of revelation and the experience of 
ages, are disposed to " walk in the light of our own fire, 
and to rejoice in the sparks that we ourselves have kindled.*' 

He is the best patriot, who seeks by every possible means 
to lessen the vices of the age in which he lives, and implores 
with greatest fervour the Divine blessing on his native 
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land. Wliatever events are impending over his own country 
or the world, the Christian's duty is plain. He is a peaceful 
pilgrim, passing through scenes of trouble to his heavenly 
rest. Allured by its empty vanities, he must not loiter by 
the way, nor must he stop to mingle in its eager strifes, or 
join in its busy contentions. He has other business to 
perform, higher interests to secure. The pages of prophecy, 
and the signs of the times seem to indicate the approach of 
some eventful crisis. Iniquity abounds at home, even 
amidst the blaze of Gospel day. The bulk of mankind are 
still immersed in heathen darkness, sitting in the shadow 
of death. The Jews are still prejudiced and unconverted. 
What a wide field here spreads before the Christian's eye ! 
And which of us as he looks back upon the past, feels that 
he has done all for his destitute fellow creatures that he 
might and ought to have done, all that love to the God 
who made him, and gratitude to the Eedeemer who died 
for him, require at his hand. How much also remains to 
be done in our own hearts ! Some have yet the oil of grace 
to buy, yet to lay the foundation of repentance from dead 
works, and of faith towards God : and even the best have 
need to arise and trim their lamps, that they may be ready 
to meet the Bridegroom. And how short is the space 
allotted for this important work ! How quickly do oppor- 
tunities for exertion glide away ! Long before our earthly 
course is run, disease may disable us for active services, or 
unlooked-for reverses lessen our means of usefulness : or 
if spared even to old age, the remembrance of the past, and 
the feelings of the present, will then force us to exclaim 
with the Patriarch, " Few and evil have been the days of 
the years of my pilgrimage." Since then, life at the longest 
is so short ; since our days on earth are so changing and 
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nncertaiii, let us be excited to work whfle it is day ; and by 
renewed diligence in tbe business of salTstion, to redeem 
the time. It is recorded of Dayid, that "after be bad 
served bis own generation by tbe will of Ck)d, be fell asleep.'' 
Like bim all now living must soon &11 asleep, wbetber tbey 
bare served Ood and tbeir generation or not ; and if, wben 
time sball be no more, we would stand with acceptance 
before tbe Son of Man, and not be cast with tbe unprofit- 
able eerrant into outer darkness, it will be our wisdom, as 
it is our duty, to occupy £utbiully witb our Master's gifts 
till He come. 



THE LOVE OP GOD. 

" Ip ye love me," said our Lord, " keep my command- 
ments,*' and let it be remembered, that bis commandments 
comprehend tbe whole range of personal and relative duties, 
whatever obligations we owe either to Ood or to man. A 
few faint wishes or languid purposes will no more fulfil 
these commands than tracing the roads of a map will carry 
a man through a long, laborious journey. The Christian 
has set before him tbe work of faith and the labour of love, 
but the work of faith cannot be done by unbelief, nor the 
labour of love by a heart at enmity with God. Where the 
true principle of obedience is wanting, the consequence 
will be, weariness in well doing. It is divine love which 
shakes off unhallowed indolence, and puts the soul into 
motion. It is love to God, love to Christ, and loye to 
heavenly things, which inspires in the believer a holy 
courage, and gives an edge to his zeal, while pressing to- 
wards tbe mark for the prize of his high calling. This 
sacred passion invigorates and animates the soul; many 
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obstacles caDnot destroy its force, nor many waters quench 
its fire. And as it is thus strong and pure, so it is also 
permanent Though liable to occasional declensions, yet 
being deeply rooted in the heart, and fed by secret springs 
of grace, it shall not altogether decay : nay, as years ad- 
vance, it will become more fixed, more fruitful in every 
good word and work. Miraculous gifts have ceased ; a time 
will come when some spiritual graces, which now are indis- 
pe.nsable, will be no longer necessary ; but charity never 
faileth : it smooths and adorns the earthly course of every 
saint, it enters with the glorified spirit into the gates of 
\ heaven. 

[When required to love the Lord " with all their heart 
and soul and strength and mind," many feel as if they were 
asked to perform an impossibility. So vague, in general, 
are their conceptions of the great Jehovah, that they feel 
much the same as if they were asked to love the principle 
of gravitation, or as if they were bidden to bestow all their 
heart and mind on a fixed star, or as if they were invited 
to lay up treasure in a cloud, or told to set their affections 
on infinite space. The command, ''Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy G-od with all thy heart," has it not often fallen on 
your ear in comfortless tones, rather as the funeral knell of 
your earthly affections than as the joyous summons to a 
present and attainable blessedness ? Have you not rather 
felt it as a command to kill your earthly delights, than as 
aa invitation to superadd a delight beyond them all ? This 
is the tendency of some books and systems. To love an 
abstract and impersonal god is Flatonism. It is mysticism ; 
but it is not Christianity. The God whom the Gospel bids 
us know, and whom Jesus bids us love, is not a distant 
power, not a dim abstraction. He is " the living God," — 
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of all beings the moet truly living, — possessing in intensest 
measure all that is truly excellent and which has won our 
veneration in our fellow men ; combining in Himself all 
that goodness which has ever attracted or entranced us in 
the objects of our earthly admiration ; not only wiser than 
the wisest, but more loving than the most affectionate, — 
taking a kinder and wiser interest in us than the friend to 
whom, perhaps, we have devoted our earthly all, and more 
present with us than the most anxious friend can be. He 
is omniscient, and able to keep you more constantly in His 
sight, and bear you more continually in His loving thoughts, 
tha^ you are able to watch over the child, or to think of 
the'friend, that is dearest. And though He be a consuming 
fire, — though there is that in His holiness which is burning 
antipathy to sin,— there is nothing in this holiness to hinder 
the humble soul from reposing on His faithfulness as se- 
curely as on the fondest father's bosom. In the only aspect 
in which mortal eye can behold Him, — ^in the person of 
Immanuel, — the Living God draws near and says, " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul." Thou shalt love, — not Fate, — not Providence, — 
not Eternity, — not Immensity, — nor Goodness, but thou 
shalt love " the Lord thy God," the God of the Bible,— the 
Great " I Am," — the Living God— Jehovah — in the person 
of Jesus Christ. It may be diflScult to love - " The First 
Cause" of the philosophers, or the Divine Essence of the 
Schoolmen, or the far-off abstraction of the mystics ; but to 
love Immanuel, God with us, surely this is possible. " Him 
whom we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
alfeO may have fellowship with us ; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And 
these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full." 
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The Incamatioii is as truly our door of entrance into all 
true knowledge of God as the Atonement is our passport 
to Heaven. 

Do you grieve for the fickleness of man, and mourn over 
friendships which have dried like summer brooks ? Whether 
the fault be your own or not, think of the unchanging 
Friend whose mercy is in the heavens, and whose kindness 
is not affected by the influences which make such havoc in 
the affections of earth. Do you feel the flesh failing ? then 
say, " Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire but thee« My flesh and my heart 
faileth ; but God is the strength of my heart and my por- 
tion for ever." Do you begin to wonder what is to become 
of your own mouldered dust, and that of many dear to 
you, when long ages have slipped away and the inscription 
on your tomb is a dead language ? Eemember who hath 
said, " I am the Sesurrection and the Life ; he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.'* And thus 
whatever be the grief, the vacancy, or fear, learn to And the 
antidote in God.] — See " The Mount of Olives," by James 
Hamilton, D.D. 



THE PATIENT WAITING POE CHEIST. 

This patient waiting for Christ implies a desire for his 
comvng. To the enemies of his cross, the despisers of his 
salvation, his second coming, so far from being an object of 
desire, is a source of dread, and therefore they turn away 
their thoughts from the contemplation of it ; but his friends, 
those who by his merits are restored to the divine favour, 
both look and long for his appearing. They see in it the 
completion of their own happiness, the conclusion of all 
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those scenes of guilt and misery, which from the £dl ha?e 
been witnessed on the stage of time. Thej see in it the 
accomplishment of the scheme of mercy, the full perform- 
ance of the work which Jesus bj his incarnation and suf- 
ferings has begun. He came first to redeem the souls of 
men from sin, then He will come to ndse their bodies from 
corruption, to render the work of redemption perfect, and 
thus to bestow on his people a complete salvation. Well 
then may those who by a lively faith are interested in 
Christ, await in pleasing expectation his second appearing ; 
since however terrible it may be to others, to them it will 
be a day of solemn rejoicing and entire deliverance. 

Waiting patiently for Christ implies also a calm iubmis- 
sion to all the evils of the present state, '* Ye have need of 
patience," saith the Apostle, " that after ye have done the 
will of God, ye might receive the promise." The delay of 
a future promised good* and an exposure in the mean time 
to many trials, requires from the expectant of a better 
state, the habitual exercise of this temper. Those who 
have, through grace, a good hope of eternal happiness, may 
have an undue eagerness of expectation in reference to this 
object of their hope : or at least, when smarting under the 
rod of affliction, or vexed with various disappointments, 
they may be tempted to murmur and repine. The thought, 
however, of certain and speedy deliverance should compose 
the agitations of the troubled spirit, and lead it to bear 
without regret the afflictions which will only render that 
deliverance more welcome when it arrives. " It is good 
that a man should both hope, and quietly wait for the sal- 
vation of the Lord." 

To those whose affections are weaned from earth, whose 
hearts are fixed above, to depart and be with Christ will 
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seem far better than to continue long in the flesh ; yet if 
the Lord has more work for them to do here^ if he has far- 
ther services in which to employ them, or greater trials for 
them to endure, then will they be content to abide his 
sovereign pleasure, and, like dutiful children, await with 
patience the period of their being put in possession of the 
promised inheritance; ''by patient continuance in well- 
doing, seeking for glor^r, honour, and immortality." Here 
is a mark by which to try the sincerity of our love to God. 
How are we affected towards the second appearing of our 
Lord ? Do we often think of it, and think of it with plea- 
sure ? or are the thoughts of it unfrequent, and when they 
do occur, are they unwelcome ? The wise virgins waited 
for the bridegroom ; the faithful servants watched for their 
master's coming. Do we thus watch and wait for the Lord, 
being '' diligent that we may be found of Him in peace^ 
without spot and blameless P*' Let us examine ourselves 
by this test. Unless love to God be the ruling affection of 
our hearts, we cannot think of the last judgment without 
terror : and so far from there being in us '' a patient waiting 
for Christ," there must be a guilty dread of his appearing. 
By this we may arrive at some knowledge of our spiritual 
state^ whether we are the friends of Jesus Christ, or his 
enemies ; whether we are at peace with God, or at enmity 
with Him. 



THE STUDY OF THE HOLY SCEIPTUEES. 

Not that a mere perusal of the sacred pages will suffice, 
nor even close meditation on them, unless such study be 
accompanied with earnest prayer for Divine teaching, and 
a sincere desire to kaow, in order that we may do the will 
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of God. But a deep, devotional study of the Holj Word 
an enlarged and exact acquaintance with its contents, will, 
with the Divino blessing, not only keep the understanding 
from error, but the heart from the love of sin. With this 
in our hands, and above all, this within our hearts, we shall 
be able to oppose to the low defective standard of human 
opinion and practice, the perfect standard of the Divine 
will ; and comparing our motives and actions with this rule, 
we shall learn how far we have already attained, and wherein 
we are still deficient. Would we walk safely in the midst 
of snares ; would we " escape the corruption that is in the 
world through lust ;*' would we possess a sustaining sense of 
the Divine favour, and some pleasing foretastes of future 
happiness ? let us seek communion with G-od in his word. 
At morning's dawn and at evening's close, let some portion 
of it engage our thoughts : be this our companion amidst 
the cheerful hours of day : and during the solemn stillness 
of the night, should sleep forsake our eyes, instead of de- 
vising mischief upon our beds with the wicked, let us with 
the faithful " meditate on God's statutes." 



MEDITATION. 

NoTHiNQ but meditation can enable us to understand or 
feel. The first mental exercise is attention, the next is f0- 
Jlection. In reading the Scriptures and religious books, we 
are, or should be, reading for eternity. Salvation depends 
on knowledge, and knowledge on meditation. At almost 
every step of our progress through a book which is intended 
to guide us to salvation, we should pause and ask, ^' Do I 
understand thisp" Our profiting depends not on the 
quantity we read, but the quantity we understand. One 
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verse of Scripture, if understood and meditated upon, will 
do us more good than a chapter, or even a book^ read 
through in haste and without reflection. 

Srcading and meditation will do you no good without 
'prayer. Nothing short of Divine grace can instruct your 
mind and impress your heart. It will convey no experi- 
mental knowledge, relieve no anxiety, give no true peace, 
if God do not give His Holy Spirit ; and if you would 
have His Spirit, you must ask for His influence. — " The 
Anxious Inquirer," by J. A-. James. 



CONFEE WITH A MINISTEE OF CHEIST. 

It is especially desirable that you should make known 
your mind to your minister. He will give you suitable 
instruction and encouragement. One half hour's conver- 
sation with a skilful physician of souls will often do more 
to assist you than the reading of many books or the hearing 
of many sermons. 

Eemember, however, after all there is a danger of de- 
pending too much upon means, as well as of too much 
neglecting them. The Spirit of God is your Helper and 
your Comforter. No reading nor hearing, not even tho 
Bible itself, must lead you away from your dependence on 
the Holy Ghost. We must depend upon God above all. 
He is able to save and to bless His people in the darkness 
of a dimgeon, where the Bible could not be read, or in the 
solitude of a wilderness, where no sermon could be heard. — 
" The Anxious Inquirer," by J. A. James. 
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SELECTIONS 

Frwrn tie Sate Baoka of the Amtkor, 



CHBI3T THE SECOXD ADAM. 

If AcKam shewed tbe ftrmgth of oar nature hj multitude 
of daji, the Neir Mm '^in a few jeu9 foMlledalong life." 
^ His dnMhood was wner &m bis teaebers ;'* as He 
passed tltrough ererj agev He sanctified eadi ; He glorified 
ererj relation of man^s life; and purified that material 
world which man had pollated. In Christ it was giTen " to 
hare life in Himself^*' eren for the quickening of others. 
So that it is essential that we should be as trolj nnited to 
Him hj grace, as we were to the first Adam hj nature. 



GBACE GIVEN IN HOLY BAPTISM. 

OuB LoBD Himself has taught us that in this ordinance 
lies the hegUming of spiritual life : ** Except a man be lorn 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God." Seed has been sown, although no fruit may appear 
hereafter. There are some who will not believe in the reality 
of grace given to infants in baptism, because they have an 
unreoionahle estimate of the remits, which, if real, it might 
be expected to effect. 

The gifts of grace do not in any case supersede the 
responsibilities of mankind. Baptism is the appointed means 
for that union with Christ, whereby we may obtain strength 
to serve Him. It neither exempts devout men from the 
necessity of a watchful life, nor careless men from the 
necoBsity of conversion. It is a reason why the watchfulness 
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of the one should be more unvaried, and the conversion of 
the other more complete. To receive gifts of grace is no 
security against losing them. 



LITTLE OE NO APPAEENT FEUITS OF GEACE 

APTEE BAPTISM. 

If we see a man in a confessed state of unholiness, we 
cannot say that therefore he has never been in the Covenant 
of God's mercy. The seed that is sown may die, and never 
send forth a blade ; the blade may spring up, and never 
send forth the ear ; the ear may grow and never bring forth 
fruit ripe for the harvest. In either of these stages of fail- 
ure, we might as well argue against the possibility of the 
seed having been sown, as against the possibility of a com- 
meneing regeneration in Baptism, because we see it fail. It 
would be as futile to attempt to know how the grace of 
Baptism acts upon the soul, to scrutinize into its manner^ 
and examine its effects, as to scrutinize the manner in which 
the wind acts upon vegetation. In the case of some may it 
not be true that the effects of the birth of the Spirit may 
BtiU be progressing, though dormant? Seeds grow on, 
though covered over with rubbish, and good seed advances, 
though choked for a time with weeds. Seeds brought to 
this country in the chests of mummies, have been planted 
afber the lapse, perhaps, of thousands of years, and yet 
they have taken root and flourished. Seeds dug up in the 
ruins of Pompeii have been sown in the earth a short time 
since, and have grown as though the plants from which they 
came were but of yesterday. Why may not the seed of the 
Spirit in this way lie dormant in the souls of men for many 
a year, and yet, after all, be developed when God thinks 
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fit ? Tlie Holj Spirit may Hare a Long eonftert witli the 
evil of €m natnre, azid be oreiLiid with the encombnuioes 
of the fisA. for manj jesrs, aod jet at length He may 
tiiomp h. Though but a wpark and smooldermg through sea- 
aona of temptanon, still the fire maj at lengdi burst out, 
and warm the heart of man to the actions of a CLristian 
fidth. Thxologiak. 



cojirrERSiox after baptisbi. 

Bt baptism we are redeemed, through the death and 
merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, firom the curse oZ original 
am ; and we are placed in a tiaie qfgraet bj admission into 
the Churdi of Christ and to its inestimable pririlegea. From 
this state we may fall by sin committed after baptism. From 
this taSL we may also recoTer by repentance and newness of 
life, through the assistance of Gt)d^s Holy Spirit. They who 
do not recover are in an unconverted ttaie. 



CONVERSION. 

[«The experience of saints is widely difoent. Scxne can fix the 
** time — giving day and date, the hour, the place, the text, the preacher, 
^and all the memorable circnmstances associated with their conyersion. 
** Able to trace the soccessiTe steps and rehite the whole progress of their 
** conrernon, they can say with Dayid, < Come and hear, all ye that fear 
** God, and I will dedaie what He hath done for my sonL' ... It is 
** not aa, howeyer, with all or perhaps with most Unccmsdons of the 
** change when it began, they knew not when or how it happened. And 
** thnSy with many, the dawn of grace resembles, in more respects than 
" one, the dawn of day. It is with the spiritiud dawn of many, with the 
*' breaking of their eternal day, with their jost emotions of desire and 
*' alarm, as with that faint and feeble streak which brightened and 
** widened and spread, till it blazed into a brilliant i^y." — Qospel in 
Ezekiel, hy Tkomaa ChAtJme, D.D.] 
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GENUINE CONVERSION. 

[In this day of religions knowledge, when there is no persecution to 
try men's sincerity, and even much credit attaching to a profession of 
religion, there is most imminent danger of self-delusion. It may be 
worth while to set before you how far persons may go and not be really 
conyerted. Th^ may have many and deep impressions, many and strong 
conyictions ; they may have much knowledge of their sinful state ; they 
may desire to be sayed from the consquences of their sins, and be much 
alarmed at the prospects of the torments of hell. A person may admire 
the people of God, and coyet to be of their number, as Balaam did, and 
yet not really belong to them. Many take great pleasure in heariDg 
sermons and going to prayer meetings, and singing hymns, who are not 
truly led by the Holy Spirit. So also so many persons leaye off sinful 
actions and are led to be quite altered for a time, who yet, by their sub- 
sequent history, show that they are not conyerted. There may be 
considerable zeal for the truth and for the outward concerns of religion, 
as we see in Jehu, without any right state of mind towards Grod. Many 
haye had great confidence of the reality of their conyersion ; they haye 
had dreams, impressions, and an inward witness, as they suppose, who 
too plainly proyed by their after-conduct, that they were under an awful 
delusion. 

Do examine yourselyes. Exercise godly jealousy oyer your own state. 
** If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." The yeiy nature must 
be clanged, entirely changed. We must be renewed in the spirit of our 
mind. We must be brought to loye God supremely. We must feel 
delight in salvation through Christ, not only because it deliyers us from 
hell, but makes us like God ; and all this in a way that honours and 
glorifies Jehoyah, not by an occasional impulse, but by an abiding cha- 
racter and disposition of the mind." — From " The Anxious Enquirer," 
by the Bey. J. A. James. 



THE EUCHAEIST. 

The Primitive Church with one voice attests this great 
truth, that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is an instru- 
ment of smtaining and increasing our union with Christ. 

n 
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The Pentecostal Christians ** continued steadfast in the 
breaking of the bread." The Christians of our day would 
be more worthy of the name if they did likewise. Alas ! 
this most blessed and unearthly gift of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, has come, under the influence of some 
modern schools of Christian teaching, to be almost a super- 
numerary of Christianity, a sort of dainty for the perfect^ 
instead of what it should be, the daily bread of sinful souls. 
In the first days of the Church, they hungered for its 
spiritual meat. You never hear of the meeting together of 
the faithful, on the holy day, that it was not to '^ break 
bread." This was their rarest use of it. Often, it was 
the daily succour of their souls. Ah ! how different now ! 
The Holy Sacrament in which, to faithful hearts, the Saviour 
gives Himself, to be the food of their new life, is but a 
decent ceremony. Men do it, now and then, as a memorial 
of their Saviour. Not to do it at all, suggests no doubt of 
safety, no distrust of spiritual growth. To neglect it for 
a year, or years, is reckoned no way inconsistent with the 
character of Christians. To turn away from it, to save an 
hour, or because they are not in the vein, or because they 
wish some little latitude of living, or because some one t> 
present and a partaker whom they do not like, or who is 
not quite so good as they think he should he, is, I fear, too 
common among those who call themselves communicants. 
Strange conduct, if they verily believe that they can have 
salvation only as they are in Christ ! Strange conduct, if 
they count His word their law, His commands their rule, 
His promise their dependence I '* Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of man, ye have no life in you." These are the 
very words of Him who gave His life to save you, and in 
whose life alone your souls can live. Who gave Himself 
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not only to die for you, but to be your Jbod and sustenance 
in that Holy Sacrament. — Bp, Doane, 



EECOVEEY AND EESTOEATION AFTER A FALL. 

If thy corruption should at any time get the mastery iuid 
break out in thy life, thou shouldest be so well purged by 
the Great Physician of souls, that thou shouldest be the 
healthier in thy soul while thou livest ; thou shouldest after 
thy falls walk more dependingly on Christ, more compassion- 
ately towards others^ and more watchfully over thine own 
heart. — Swinnock on Itegeneration, 



THE HAPPINESS OF SELF-DENIAL. 

Happy they ih whom the grace of their Saviour so triumphs 
as to bring every thought and feeling into constant subor- 
dination to His Holy wUl. — Duties of Christianity , by Rev. 
T. Jackson. 

Let us be sure that His bitterest is better than the 
world's 8weetest,~^that whatever He may give us now, He 
keepeth '* the good wine '* for us, and the best unto the 
last. — Archbishop Trench. 



AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 

The solid basis of all true excellence, the starting-point 
for the Christian race, must be laid at the foot of the Cross, 
— the OrosS) the ground of our hope, the badge of our pro- 
fession, the model for our imitation. With this steadily in 
your eye, you will safely pursue your way through the 
wilderness, till you reach the heavenly throne of your ex* 
alted Redeemer, where all His faithful children, when their 

H 2 
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earthlj course is finished, shall be ^ with Him where He is, 
to behold His glory."— jBfr. TkomoM Horn. 



THE HOPE OF SALVATION. 

The world which we now inhabit is full of beauty ; and 
neither the genius of the poet nor the art of the painter is 
able to present us with more than a fidnt image and a dim 
transcript of the beauty and magnificence of many a scene 
eTcn in this tenement of sin-degraded creatures. What 
may we not expect and hope for, then, in " the new heavens 
and earth ** which are to replace it ? What change may be 
wrought in our own souls and bodies we cannot now know ; 
for, •' we know not what we shall be." But if we have good 
reason for being able to say with the Apostle, ** now are we 
the SODS of God/' then, although ^we know not what we 
shall be," yet we are sure that we shaU be exalted to in- 
conceivable glory and happiness, *'for we shall be like 
Him," our glorified Bedeemer, and " we shall see Him as 
Ho is«" And the Apostle adds, ^ And every man that hath 
this hope in II im purifieth himself even as He is pure/' 
Yes, my brethren, these, and theee only, wear ^* the helmet 
of salvation " who are striving to purify themselves after 
the example of their Saviour. And though their success in 
these efibrts may be but partial and imperfect, yet when 
sincerely and earnestly made they will be by their merciful 
Saviour regarded as proofs, at least, of a willing mind, — of a 
soul striving to "enter in at the strait gate," and His 
grace will be accorded to them in their struggle, and enable 
them to accomplish their work. For he will never ** break 
the bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax." To Him 
the most acceptable sacrifice that we can offer is " a broken 
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and contrite heart." Hard blows and painful wounds the 
soldier of Christ must expect to encounter ; but let him 
look to Him Who is the Captain of his salvation, to Him 
who is ** the Author and Finisher of his faith ; " and striving 
to follow in His footsteps he will unfailingly triumph at 
last. Let us fight as men contending for more than life, 
and God will^ of His infinite mercj, give us strength and 
power to conquer. He knows the manj and great dangers 
by which we are beset, and that " by reason of the frailty 
of our nature we cannot always stand upright." He will 
" grant to us such strength and protection as will support 
us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations," 
and at last make us victorious and triumphant, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

[From a sermon on Ephesians vi. 17, preached In 1867 at 
St. Thomas's Church, Haverfordwest, by the Eev. W. B. 
Thomas^ Yicar of Steynton and Canon of St. Davids.] 



THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. 

Life does not grow poorer but richer for those who have 
truly heard and accepted the invitation of Christ : the soil 
of their hearts is not becoming more impoverished, and 
more incapable of nourishing any nobler product; but 
rather day by day is becoming richer and deeper, fitter for 
the growth of heavenly plants. The fountains of joy are 
not drying up within them, but are becoming larger and 
fuller, while they are fed from inexhaustible sources, even 
firom the river that maketh glad the city of our God. 
They cannot join in the dirges which the tired children of 
this world are singing over their vanished joys, over the de- 
parted glory and gladness of their youth ; nor say with them 



102 Friendship. 



that life is empty, unmeaning and desolate ; for they know 
that it is not empty, till we have made it so ; it cannot be un- 
meaning for them upon whom the star of duty has once 
risen — a star that can never set, though every other that 
lights us were quenched ; neither can it be desolate^ while 
God is in it — while He is with us upon its loneliest path, 
and in its darkest hour. — Abchbishop Tbbnch. 



PEIENDSHIP. 

To friendship is required simUarity of mind, interchange 
of thoughts, mutual confidence : — it has ever been deemed 
the balm of life, the heightener of joy, and the counsellor 
in difficulty, and the soother of care. In this vale of tears, 
man, whatever be his station or circumstances, conscious of 
his wants and weakness, as naturally seeks support, and 
clings to it when found, as the frail and slender vine that 
surroiinds our dwellings. Surrounded by the splendours of 
a Court, David cherished the feelings of friendship and 
chose the faithful Hushai as the companion of his retire- 
ment and the sharer of his inmost cares, ^or would 
Solomon have enjoyed his full share of human happiness 
though distinguished by wisdom, riches, and honours, and 
supported by a long train of nobles and officers, if one indi- 
vidual^ the confidential Zabud, could not have been found 
worthy of the title of the "King's friend." Virtuous 
friendship, formed in early life, has often been the means of 
preserving the mind from the pollution of evil, and of lead- 
ing to the performance of good and noble actions ! How 
strong and tender, how excellent and ennobling, were the 
ties that united the youthful hearts of Jonathan and David 
—ties, which the most perplexing difficulties, and the 
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sharpest trials, could not relax, and the hand of death 
failed to sever. 

Friendship is not simply love. Love is a passion fre- 
quently excited by unworthy objects, in defiance of those 
principles of prudence and discretion which ought at all 
times to direct the conduct of an accountable being. Nor, 
if we consider Love as an affection less instinctive, and 
more in subjection to the dictates of reason, must we con- 
found it with Friendship. We may love objects entirely 
destitute of those dispositions and qualities which a friend 
must necessarily possess. We are commanded to '^ love our 
enemies," but we are not required, for it would be impracti- 
cable, to put confidence in them and to reveal to them our 
inmost thoughts and purposes. Friendship, again, is not a 
natural affection. The distinction between the nearest 
relative and a friend may be inferred from the strong and 
striking terms in which the latter (a friend) is described, 
Deut. xiii. 6. — " friend which is as thine own soul," intimat- 
ing that, in some respects, this surpasses the others. Happy, 
indeed^ are those families in which the nearest relations are 
the most intimate friends. But friendship does not neces- 
sarily spring from natural affection : it is different in its 
character, and distinct in its operation. In our Blessed 
Lord, we see an affecting illustration of both these principles, 
sweetly blended, and in lively exercise, at the very time, 
when, if there had been any selfish feeling in His heart, 
His mind would have been fully occupied with His own 
tremendous sufferings. He had a Mother, on whom He 
cast His eyes from the cross, and in filial love He mourned 
over her forlorn condition. And He had a friend, " the dis- 
ciple whom he loved," faithful, though not faultless, worthy 
His confidence, and to whom He could entrust His dying 
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commands. To his mother, natural affection gave the charge, 
*' Woman, behold thy son !" while friendship said to the 
disciple, " Behold thy mother." — E. B. Fisheb. 

Intellect alone has never been the basis of my friendships, 
except in a single instance, . and that instance proved the 
sandiness of such a foundation. — Southeffa Life^ Vol. L p, 41. 



THE DOMESTIC CIECLE A SCHOOL OF VIETTJE. 

By trying to love our relations and friends, by submitting 
to their wishes, though contrary to our own, by bearing 
with their infirmities, by overcoming their occasional way- 
wardness by kindness, by dwelling on their excellencies, 
and trying to copy them ; thus it is that we form in our 
hearts the root of charity. I cannot fancy a state of life 
more favourable for the exercise of high Christian principle, 
and the matured and refined Christian spirit, than that of 
persons who difier in tastes and general character being 
obliged by circumstances to live together, and mutually to 
accommodate to each other their respective wishes and pur- 
suits. And this is one among the many providential benefits 
(to those who will receive them) arising out of the holy 
state of matrimony ; which not only calls out the tenderest 
and gentlest feelings of our nature, but where persons do 
their duty, must be in various ways more or less a state of 
trial, — English Beview, 



TREATMENT OF CHILDEEN. 

Some, from nervous temperament, appear dull and irrita- 
ble ; they are thought stupid or obstinate, are constantly 
urged on, reproached with both faults, regarded as dunces, 



Imperfect Judgment of others^ Sufferings, 105 

and often made such by the very means used to prevent it. — 

BOBT. Ain)£BSOK. 



EELIGIOUS TONE IN CONVERSATIOK 

It is not necessary that Beligion should always be the 
Subject^ it should always be the Spirit of our conversation. — 
BoBT. Akdebson. 



SYMPATHY. 



" Be kindly affectioDed one to another." "We know not 
their trials, sorrows, struggles. We are often apt to fancy, 
that because a person's appearance and manners do not call 
out our sympathy, that they do not need it. Perhaps they 
need it more. The very fact of their being less engaging and 
interesting, generally should make us more tender towards 
them. 

Nervousness will make people appear unfeeling, when 
they axe perhaps deadened to outward appearances by the very 
excess of their emotions. Others put on a heartless, light 
manner, to prevent the bursting of an agony which would 
overwhelm ; and Sympathy is repelled almost angrily, from 
its giving shape and feature to the fearful images of dread 
forming in the mind. Little, indeed, do our fellow creatures 
know what passes in our minds. But love gives us a con- 
sideration for the feelings of others. — Bobt. Ai!n)£BS0N. 



IMPEEFECT JUDGMENT OF OTHERS' 

SUFFEEINGS. 

Persons often say, in speaking of the death of others, 
'* such a one is no loss.'' To them it is true, it may be none ; 
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but to the bereaved widow, the separation may be as pain- 
ful as that of another, more generally appreciated. He may 
have satisfied her heart, though he ma^ not have pleased her 
friends. • 

On the other hand, there are some whose vacant place 
may be greatly regretted in society, and yet may have been 
so constantly absent from home, or so unamiable when 
there, as to leave little cause for regret at their departure. 
In both cases the world would judge wrong. 

BoBT. Akdebsoi^. 



PASTOEAL PATIENCE AND EOEBEAEANCE. 

He often mentioned the memorandum which Dr. Prideaux 
gave in the tear time to a gentleman who had been his 
pupil, containing three good lessons, in three Hebrew 
names twice put together. " Mishmab, Dumah, Massa." 
Gen. XXV. 14, 1 Chron. i. 30, which signify Sear^ £eep 
Silence, Bear, St. James has them together, ch. i. 19, 
" Be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath." 

It is said of Mr. Eliot, that when he heard any ministers 
complain, that * such and such in their flocks were too diffi- 
cult for them,' the strain of his answer still was ' Brother, 
compass them.' Learn the meaning of those three little 
words,. " bear, forbear, forgive.'' — P. PLenrtfs Life, ioith 
notes. 



PATIENCE AND PEESEVEEANCE IN 

DOING GOOD. 

There is a patient and calm animation in genuine Charity, 
which is proof against every discouragement ; which neither 
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shrinks from its task in despondency, nor renounces the 
pursuit of its object in .disgust or anger. The dispositions 
of men, like the face of the heayens, are liable to perpetual 
change ; and the temperate zeal which knows when to sus- 
pend its activity or press its advantage, will generally be 
rewarded with success. — ^a.d. 1818. — Bp. Sowley^s Charge. 



CONSOLATION TO PASTOES AND TEACHEES 
TINDER WANT OF SUCCESS. 

We know how liable all efforts at doing good are to dis- 
appointment, and how weak a reed the human mind is to 
lean upon, especially when you are doing most for it, and 
think you have most claims on its gratitude. It may very 
likely turn out that boy after boy, whom you thought you 
had formed, may disappoint you, forget you> your lessons 
and your training, when he leaves the school-room for the 
world, and remain as an eyesore in your parish, and an 
ever annoying memorial of labour thrown away. Be it so. 
In all such cases, it is only a residuum of good that the most 
sanguine, after all, should look to ; and this they may not 
unreasonably expect. That residuum is a great thing. It 
makes up for much waste, many regrets, many slips and 
losses. It is the natural legitimate reward of labour and 
toil in the Lord's vineyard ; and though, in some cases, God 
may think fit to try the faith of His zealous servants by 
refusing even this, still even this trial does not come without 
its consolation. We may have done good, though we do not 
we it. — Christian Bemembrancer, 
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THE WAY TO SILENCE CALUMNY. 

The way to silence calonmiators is by tcell-doing : that 
silences them more than yolomes of apologies . . this is a wise 
Christian's way, instead of impatient firetting at the mistakes 
or wilful miscensnres of men, to keep on still in his calm 
temper of mind, and upright course of life, and silent inno- 
cence : this, as a rock, breaks the waves into foam that roar 
about it. — Leighton. 

Some detractors are so uncharitable as to suppose the 
objects of their scorn to be destitute of all grace, that they 
may shine the more in their own eyes by comparison.— 
Cowper, 

SOME GOOD TO BE EOXJND IN EVERY ONE 

No man is so ill> but he hath some good thing in him, 
though it breaks not out, as being clouded and darkened 
with much occupation. We must take heed that we do not 
mistake in thinking there is nothing else hut evil where we 
often see it. As therefore they who seek for treasure, give 
not over by reason of c/ay and mire, so long as there is any 
hope to speed ; so may we not cast off our industry, though 
it labour in the most polluted soul, that so at length, through 
charitable patience and long suffering, we may discover in 
him some good things which may content us for the present, 
and give hope of better things to come. — Sales. 



MAXIM. 

When prejudiced against, or disposed to be angry with 
any one, it is well to fix on some good point in their charaC' 
ters, or on some service and act of civility they may have ren- 
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dered to t/ou, and to have these present to the mind when 
you meet. 

MODESTY. 
It sometimes happens that persons of modest and unassum- 
ing manners are endowed with shining qualities, for which 
the world gives them little credit, till they are brought into 
public notice by the force of circumstances. — Strickland on 
Catherine of Braganza. 



PEOSPEEITY. 

There are some happy organizations in the world which 
possess the great virtue of prosperity. It implies cheerful- 
nesSy simplicity, shrewdness, perseverance, honesty, good 
health. See how, before the good humoured resolution of 
such characters, ill-luck gives way, and fortune assumes 
their own smiling complexion. Such men grow rich with- 
out driving a single hard bargain. 



GOD'S EECOMPENSE. 

Proceed with vigour, and take delight in doing well. 
Nothing so much conduces to work in us this temper of 
mind^ as confidence of a reward, added to a conscientious 
sense of God's command. Gal. vi. 7. 1 Cor. xv. 68. — 
^aul Latham. 

IMPEEFECTION IN EELIGIOUS ATTAINMENTS. 

Who can tell how oft he offendeth ? The joy and cheer- 
fulness which should be found in God's service are too often 
diverted by worldly and inferior cares ; and our lives, when 
viewed in their best light, represent a few intervals of reli- 
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gious }oj, lost in mant/ wide spaces of sin and misery. 
Mangey^ on Lord's Frayer. 



HUMBLING AND PAINFUL EXPEEIENCK 

Fresh lessons of lowliness and of self distrust must be 
expected day by day to await us ; fresb instances of our own 
frailty and feebleness, united with fresh discoveries in others 
of the malignity of sin, the instability of human purposes, 
the evanescence of the most promising and sacred impres- 
sions, and the awful power of that great spiritual agency 
by which our labours for the salvation of man are directly 
and unceasingly opposed. 



IMPEOVEMENT OF ADVANTAGES. 

Our duty is " heartily to thank our Heavenly Father for 
the state of salvation into which He brought us," when by 
baptism He made us at once members of His Son and of 
our Church, became Himself our Father, and gave us our 
Church for our Mother. Our plain duty is, "wherein we 
have been called, there to abide with Him ;" it is not for us 
to imagine (as is people's continued temptation in every 
line and part of life) that we should have easier duties and 
greater privileges, under circumstances in which God has 
not placed us ; it is, to be thankful and live up to our own, 
and pray that through our neglect or misuse they turn not 
to our condemnation. 



CONSCIENCE, INTEMPEEANCE, TOTAL 
ABSTINENCE, WATCHFULNESS. 

The destruction of conscience \^ especially the effect of the 
disease arising from continued inebriety. About three years 
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ago a person near us relinquished the most incorrigible 
habits of drunkenness, and took the pledge, which, we 
believe, he has never broken. But though, perhaps, one of 
the most moral men in his little village^ we should say he is 
the least religiom. He seems to consider that he has found 
his salvation in the teapot. Conscience is more or less 
active according to the state of the body. "When the body- 
is exhausted by pain or sickness, or even fatigue, the Con- 
science becomes less sensitive ; in that half dreamy state 
which often precedes sleep, especially after great fatigue, 
trains of thoughts or Hues of conduct are allowed to pass 
through the mind, which would at once be dismissed were 
the body in vigour and the conscience on the alert. What 
awful emphasis do such considerations give to the earnest 
warnings of our Lord, " "Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation." " The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak ;" and what a distinct duty is thus set before the fol- 
lower of his Lord, to resort to such unrelaxing discipline as 
shall give him the mastery of that foe which will otherwise 
master him. 



MEEKNESS AND STEENGTH OF MIND. 

Meekness is the quality of some minds, and strength of 
others. But it is very rare to find united in the same 
man strength of will with gentleness of temper, — so as to 
realize the riddle of Samson, '^ Out of the strong came 
forth sweetness." — Memoir of Sir JB. S, Inglis. 



PEIDE. 

The proud are like the troubled sea, which cannot rest. 
There is in vanity when glutted to the full, in ambition even 



112 Crosses — How to he home, 

Jl. : L_ 



when gratified with adulation and applause, a sense of 
emptiness, a secret suspicion that all is false and hollow. 
If then the gratification of pride be this restless inflation of 
the mindy what are its mortifications and disappointments ? 



SELF-WILL. 

How many have I known, who, from determined self-will^ 
have lost their prosperity, their lives, nay, too often, it is to 
be feared, their eternal salvation ! — Memoirs of Swartz. 



BISHOP HACKET'S ADVICE TO HIS CHILDEEN. 

*' My sweet sons and daughters, I charge you to hold the 
*' one orthodox Protestant religion of the Church of Eng- 
''land. Love one another. Agree in the fear of God. 
** Swerve not from loyalty, justice, truth, chastity, and 
*' temperance. Be very charitable to the poor. Do good to 
** your enemies. Serve God, and be cheerful." — J^^romthe 
will and testament of Bishop Racket. 



VALUE OF PLAIN AND WELL-KNOWN 

TEUTHS. 

It is in sickness, in sorrow, at the seasons when we are 
most brought to a sense of the emptiness of this world, 
that we feel the full force and value of truths which at 
other times we have called trite and common place. — 
Christian Bememhrancer, 



CEOSSES— HOW TO BE BOENB. 

The ill tempers of others, the slights and rudenesses of the 
worldf ill health, the daily accidents with which Qod has mer- 
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cifully strewed our paths, instead of ruffling and disturbing 
our peace, may cause the peace of God to be shed abroad tit 
our hearts, through the Holy Ghost which is given to us. 

These increase as our years and our sins for the most 
part increase^ these involuntary crosses always deepen ; the 
itream becomes darker as it rolls onwards, and as our sins 
grow heavier, so (if this mercy abandon us not) doth His 
rod. Yet even sorrow and affliction, sent as the punishment 
of our sins, have their privileges. If borne humbly and 
patiently, to us also, as to the penitent thief upon the 
cross, they may be the entrance into paradise. — Plain 
Sermons, 



TEMPTATION. 

Everyone then may refrain from sin, if he resists the he- 
ginning of his evil inclinations ; if he daily prays for the 
assistance of Divine grace, if he does not expose himself to 
such temptations as make it morally impossible^ in those cir^ 
cumstanees to avoid it, and will but have the fear and love of 
Qod before his eyes. 



TEMPTATION AND TEIAL. 

It is the method of Providence, so to dispose affairs, that 
men may be tried at some time or other in their most tender 
part. If they set their hearts upon wealth, they are exer- 
cised by its uncertainty and losses ; if upon friends, by un- 
faithfulness or mortality ; if upon fame, by disgraces and 
disappointments. Those that can hold out against such 
trials as these, are not yet without fwrther proof and must 
" take up their cross, and follow their Saviour." A wise 
Providence so disposes affairs, that the best of His servants 
are set in the front of danger, and, like their suffering 

I 
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Eedeemer, must drink deeply of the bitter cup. The gene- 
ral state of the Church, or every man's private condition, 
exposes some to more temptations than others, but all to 
some. 

Lead us not into temptation. We profess in this petition 
that there are some tender parts (as such there are in the 
best of men) wherein we may possibly give way, and there- 
fore would not be exposed to the enemy in that quarter. 
We pray that we may not be too severely tried; and as 
owing to human infirmity, though we may hold out in lesser 
trials, we may Jail in greater, we desire Him who ** knows 
whereof we are made," and "remembers that we are but 
dust," to suit our station to our strength, and not suffer us 
to be tempted in it above what we are able. — Mangeyon the 
Lord's Prayer, 

MAET QUEEN OF SCOTS. 

From the first days of our capacity to comprehend our 
duties, we ought to bend our minds to make the things of this 
world yield to those of eternity, — Letter from Mary to Queen 
Elizabeth, 

CHAELES THE FIEST IN ADVEESIIY. 

Often the king rode hard through the night, and saw the 
break of day, which only recalled the weary fugitive to the 
cares of a retreat or a pursuit. Once, late in the evening, be 
dismissed some loyal gentlemen to their homes^ with these 
pathetic words, " Gentlemen, go you and take your rest, 
you have houses, and homes, and beds to lodge in, and fami- 
lies to love and live with ; but I have none. My horse is 
waiting for me to travel all m^V^— Strickland's Henrietta 
Maria. 
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HENEIETTA, QUEEN OF CHAELES THE FIRST. 

Her husband's murder had caused her deep and enduring 
sorrow ; at first, she was overwhelmed with despair. By 
degrees her mind returned to God, but she could not resign 
herself to His will till she had many times offered up this 
ejaculation, " Lord Ood, Thou hast permitted it, therefore 
will I submit myself with all my strength." She declared 
that she had found this aspiration efficacious in producing 
resignation even on oocasions the most excruciating. And 
these, she added mournfully, came very frequently, *' for since 
the last twenty years, I have not passed one day, but what 
has brought much trouble." Ever since her return from 
her last sojourn in London, she had laboured under compli- 
cated maladies, which caused her perpetual insomnolence 
and intense suffering. Yet the Queen did not give way to 
sadness, she exhaled not her inward agonies by plaints, 
tears, or had temper, like ordinary women. With the 
blood of the great Henry, she had inherited his high cour- 
age, excepting sometimes when the sharp pains she endured 
became apparent on her fine features ; but she often said 
that ''piteous complainings did no good in illness," and 
** she did not wish to imitate those who cried, wept, and 
lamented, for a little pain in the head or a cut finger." — 
Strickland, 

CHAELES THE SECOND. 

Charles II.'s evil habits were too deeply rooted to be 
lightly shaken off. He was capable of virtuous impulses, 
but they were unsupported by sound principles, and there- 
fore, of an evanescent nature. He stifled the upbraidings 
of self-reproach in the society of his profligate associates j 

. I 2 
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yot the deeply indented lines of misanthropic melancholy 
with which bis saturnine countenance is marked, but ill ac- 
cord with his popular title of the '' merry monarch.' 



»» 



THE EAEL OF ESSEX. 
When the creature entereth into account with the 
Creator, it can number in how many things it needs mercy, 
or in how many it receives it. But he that is best stored 
must still say, Da nobis hodie (give us this day) ; and be 
that hath showed most thankfulness, must ask again ; Quid 
rotribuamus (What shall we render)? — Earl of Essex to 
Q. Elisabeth. 

UNIFORMITY OF WOBSHIP. 

EliKaboth in her attempts to enforce uniformity of loor- 
ship and to crush the Puritans, appears to have been influ- 
oncod by the same spirit which has led a modem statesman 
nutlior to declare, *' that the strength of the Dissenters is 
the weakness of the crown." Some were executed, and the 
gaols were crowded with those who could or would not pay 
the fines for non-attendance at church. The Norman 
Bishop acted much more sensibly, who when the Sed Xing 
wanted him to compel a relapsed Jew to attend mass, drily 
replied, ** Nay, my lord king, an* he will not serve Qoi, he 
must e*cii serve his own Maaler the devil, for there is no 
forcing souls to heaven against their will." — SirieilaMd. 

Quero, whether INoleration may not be carried too fiur? 
and degenerate into Latitudinarianism and Indifference ? 



QUEEN ADELAIDR 

Last wishes. ** I die in aU humility, knowing wdl tiiat 
wo are aU alike before the throne of God: I wish to be car- 
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ried to the tomb free from the vanities and pomp of this 
world, without any state. Nov. 1841." This date shews 
how calmly for years the " widow indeed " had been waiting 
until her change should come. The following is from her 
Will. ** I shall die in peace with all the world, full of gra- 
titudiB for all the kindness that was ever shewn to me, and 
in full reliance on the mercy of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
into whose hands I commit my soul." 

On account of her virtues and extensive charities, called 
' Adelaide the Good.' 



THE EXPERIENCE OF JOHN MILTON IN HIS 
BLINDNESS AND AFFLICTION. 

'' When I am in darkness the Lord shall be a light nnto me.' '— ilfica?» vii. 

There is, as the Apostle has remarked, a way to strength 
through weakness. Let me then be the most feeble crea- 
ture alive, as long as that feebleness serves to invigorate the 
energies of my rational and immortal spirit ; as long as in 
that obscurity in which I am enveloped the light of the 
Divine presence more clearly shines ; then, in proportion as 
Tarn weak, I shall be invincibly strong ; and, in proportion 
as I am blind, I shall more clearly see. O ! that I may thus 
be perfected by feebleness and irradiated by obscurity! 
And, indeed, in my blindness I enjoy in no inconsiderable 
degree the favour of the Deity, Who regards me with 
more tenderness and compassion in proportion as I am able 
to behold nothing but Himself. For the Divine law not 
only shields me from injury, but almost renders me too 
sacred to attack ; not indeed so much from the privation of 
my sight, as from the overshadowing of those heavenly 
wings, which seem to have occasioned this obscurity^ and 
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which, when occasioned, He is wont to illuminate with an 
interior light, more precious and more pure. — Milton's 
Prose Works. . 



LIGHT AND TEUTH PEESEEVED IN THE 
CHUECH OF ENGLAND. 

It may well be questioned, whether the candle of which 
Bishop Latimer spoke at the stake to his fellow martyr, would 
have continued to burn with a clear and steady light, had 
there not eidsted in the reformed Church of this realm, its 
discipline as well as its doctrine, that whereon the light was 
conspicuously and firmly placed, '^ the candlestick of gold, 
with the lamps thereof." 2 Chron. xiii. 11. For look at 
that dark and troublesome period, during which our candle- 
stick was removed out of its place, the Clergy silenced, the 
Churches profaned, and the Common Prayer interdicted. 
How did the clouds of error, chasing each other in rapid 
succession, darken the face of day, and obscure men's 
spiritual vision, and lead them through the varieties of 
enthusiasm and fanaticism, to Infidelity on the one hand, 
and to Popery on the other ! But when the candlestick 
was replaced, not perhaps without somewhat of violence ai^ 
uncharitableness on the part of those, who, though instru- 
ments in the hand of God, were subject to human infirmity, 
the light was again seen to emit a clear and steady lustre : 
and it has continued to do so, even to the present day ; 
although not, it must be confessed, without an intervening 
period of dimness and coldi^ess, during which neither the 
Lord's people bring unto the temple a due supply of that 
" pure olive oil beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to 
burn always," Exodus xxvii. 10: nor did the Priests and 
Levites who ministered unto the Lord, keep the charge 
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committed to them with that earnestness and fervency of 
love, which its preciousness demanded. An age of security 
is apt to become one of lukewarmness. Our own age is not 
one of security ; and, God be praised, it is not one of luke- 
warmness. The Church stands forth, more prominently 
than at any former period, as the light of the world ; and 
there is a growing disposition in the people at large to re- 
cognize her in that character, and pay her due allegiance 
and love. Her peculiar fitness for the work of enlightening 
and purifying is better imderstood and more sensibly felt ; 
a fitness not only arising from her Divine appointment to 
the office, but from her perfect adaptation to the wants and 
capacities of man in all his moral and social relations. And 
the more the Church is enabled to use without let or hin- 
drance, all the means, which her constitution as a body 
spiritual involves, the more clearly will it be perceived, that 
the light which she diffuses, is that which alone can disperse 
the darkness which haugs over the world. — bishop 
Bloomfield, 

CONTEAST BETWEEN OUE COUNTEY 

AND FEANCE. 

At the very time, when philosophy and science assumed 
the loftiest tone, and boasted of the most numerous and 
illustrious votaries in a neighbouring kingdom^ the Church 
which had within it the true light, did the least to diffuse it ; 
and the consequence was, that fearful outbreak of human 
corruption, which desolated Europe, and which even yet 
endangers its security, and disturbs its repose. While in 
our own country, however short it might come of the 
standard of a primitive age, there was still the pervading 
light of Christian truth, diffused by means of the Church 
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itself, and of those who, thougli not of the Church, preached 
the same Gospel, and laboured for the same ohject; but 
who were greatly indebted, for whatever they could claim 
of consistency and e£Sciency, to the Church's supremacy 
and the Church's standard of faith. And so, by the bless- 
ing of a merciful God upon his appointed instrument of 
good, we of this nation escaped the general wreck : oar 
common wealth was not overturned ; nor our candlestick 
removed out of its place. — Sermon on Matt v. 14, Sp, 
of London, 

THE CmiECH OP ENGLAND THE BXJLWAEK 

OF TEIJTH. 

I bless God for the manner in which He was pteased to 
watch over this country at the Beformation ; for while in 
other countries the torch of truth is blown hither and 
thither by every blast of doctrine, it bums here with a 
clear steady flame, because we possess, in the Church of 
England, a lantern to gttard the light. — B, Anderson. 



THE WOESHIP OP THE CHUECH. 

The worship of the Church is an enduring sacrifice of 
thanks, which, for His enduring sacrifice of atonement, is 
offered to our Lord. To this element ot prayer, the Bomish 
Church had unduly given an exclusive predominance : the 
Lutheran Chv/rch has as unduly made it subordinate to the 
personal acts of the preacher, and to his sermon ; whereas 
the minister ought not to be considered merely as a preacher, 
but also as a real Liturgist, i.e. as the organ through which 
the devotion of the congregation is conveyed. Public wor- 
ship accordingly consists of two different parts, the preach- 
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ing of the Goipeh whether to convert the unbeliever or 
instruct the Christian, and the service of supplication, the 
crowning act whereof is the Holy Eucharist, the Church's 
great thank-offering, in which Christ's sacrifice of mediation 
is symbolically set forth. — Olshausen, a German divine. 



THE POPE NOT ANTICHEI8T. 

I am pretty clearly convinced that the Pope is not Anti- 
christ. Now it has always grieved my catholic spirit not a 
little, that the whole Boman Church should fall under a de- 
scription, which I think, with Fdber, far more applicable to 
the Infideh of the EncyclopsBdia, whose ashes the bigotry of 
Atheism canonized in the Pantheon. Whoever hopes for 
salvation through the only merits of a Bedeemer, I must 
recognize as a Christian, if sincere, however deep his fringes, 
or tawdry his embroidery ; though I would avoid his errors, 
and guard others against them. — Mrs. Grant's {Laggan) 
Letters. 



THE CHTJECH OP HOME. 
The Church of Borne offers us a sealed Bible ; a mutilated 
Eucharist; an arbitrarily expanded Modem Creed; a 
Casuistry that " sews pillows to all armholeSy' and while it 
aspires to the service of virtue Aoe^ not disdain that of vice; 
it includes a scheme of worship involving constant peril of 
polytheistic idolatry 5 a doctrinal system disparaging Scrip- 
ture, and driving her acutest champions upon the most dan- 
gerous and desperate theories ; a rule oi individual discipline, 
which offends against duty even more than against liberty, 
by placing the reins of the inward and outward life given by 
G-od to conscience in the hands of an extraneous person, 
under the name of a Director. — Quarterly, June 184i7. 
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TEUB EELIGION AND THE CHURCH ALWAYS 

IN DANGEB. 

The whole course of Christianity from the firsts when 
we come to examine it, is but one series of troubles and dis- 
asters. The Church is ever ailing and lingers on in weakness, 
*' always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
her body." Beligion seems ever expiring ; schism dominant ; 
the light of truth dim ; its adherents scattered. Well may 
prophets cry out, " How long will it be, O Lord, to the 
end?" '^ How long will this perishing world be sustained 
by the feeble lights which struggle for existence in its un- 
healthy atmosphere ? " Meanwhile thus much of comfort 
do we gather from what has been hitherto. Not to be dis- 
mayed, not to despond, not to be anxious at the troubles 
which encompass us. They hare ever been ; they shall ever 
be ; they are our portion. '^ The floods are risen ; the floods 
have lift up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. 
The waves of the sea are mighty and rage horribly ; but 
yet the Lord, who dwelleth on high, is mightier ! " — J. R. 
Newman. 



SIGNS OP APPEOACHING UNITY. 

The diflerences of earnest men lie continually in the 
mode of stating the truths they hold, rather than in the 
truths themselves ; and there is much real agreement where 
there is apparent dissimilarity . • . Let it not be thought 
that we would wilfully alienate any. Let not what is capable 
of two constructions be taken in the harshest ; but let those 
who would themselves be charitable show their charity in 
this, — that they believe us also to wish to be meek, humble, 
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and charitable, and to promote that love which our Lord has 
left us as the mark of his disciples, the first-fruit of His 
Spirit, the condition of His indwelling, the credentials of 
His Church to the world, the glory and means of its per- 
fection, the earnest of our acceptance in the Day of Judg- 
ment. — JPusey, 

PEACE AND CHAEITT. 

Let us not be forward even to censm*e one another, much 
less openly to oppose one another and break into parties. 
He that but censures another that lives regularly in the 
society, though even on pretence of greater strictness and 
regularity, generally follows his passion more than his 
conscience. Let him be as strict and scrupulous in his own 
behaviour as he will ; but let him not, though on pretence 
of greater purity, censure other men, so long as they keep 
to the rules of the Churchy and do what is appointed. 
Perhaps, what you take for the occasion of your censure, is a 
mistake and groundless ; and there are many false repre- 
sentations of things in the world: at least, to his own 
Master, he must stand or fall. To be sure, by censuring 
and speaking ill of him, you will do the Church more hurt 
than good, and that ought to outweigh many other con- 
siderations with every good man. Every little thing ought 
to be done by myself most strictly, that I think is at all re- 
quired of me, but they are only the great points for which 1 
am allowed to censure other men. But for Christ's sake, have a 
care in dividing, or openly opposing each other: for the peace 
of the Church is of so great value, that such opposition and 
separation can never be justified, but when it is for the sake 
of the fundamentals of our religion. — Consecration Sermon 
by Stanley, p. 23, 24 
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is little better. Let not death and judgment find as burning with the 
fwror of a contentions disposition; but with a mind and spirit ready for 
the calm and peaceable regions of the blessed, where nothing but perfect 
charity and goodwill reign for ever. — TilloUon.'] 

[HI tempers (especially those which accompany religious controversy) 
often mark the self-deceiver. Violence in contending for opinions, even 
when they are right, is no proof of holy zeal: it is often nothing more 
than self- will— 2Jet;. William Jowett {Cambridge)^] 



THE PIOUS CHUECHMAN IN HUMBLE LIFE. 
(A true Account, written in the year 1847.) 

In the village of H , near the town of H , there 

lives a poor old lame man, whose, simple, steady, unobtru- 
sive piety may furnish some useful lessons to all, especially 
to persons in humble life. Having formerly served in the 
army, he sustained some injury in his feet, which, for want 
of timely or skilful treatment, issued in a general palsy ; 
and which has left him not only a cripple but paralytic. 
But, as in many other instances, these bodily iniirmities 
appear to have been rendered beneficial to his soul. 

What was his character or conduct in early life the 
writer of this history has not been informed. The follow- 
ing account is a brief record of his behaviour during the 
season of comparative helplessness and decrepitude, — a re- 
cord the more remarkable by reason of the labour and self- 
denial involved in habitual, active, and constant attention 
to religious duties. Every day this aged cripple is seen 
wending his way to the neighbouring town to attend the 
daily service of the Church. But first he calls on a neigh- 
bour, who reads to him a chapter out of the Bible, he being 
unable to read for himself. The same favour he obtains 
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from the same friend in the evening. It sometimes happens 
that the good woman being occupied with domestic cares, 
seems disposed to complain of these periodical visits as an 
interruption ; but the old man, intent on receiving Divine 
instruction, always endures her petulance with the utmost 
patience ; and when she has expended her temporary dis- 
pleasure, he calmly says to her, " there^ now heginy 

Having heard his chapter read, he proceeds on his way 
to the Holy Temple, to offer up the sacrifice of prayer 
and praise. This is a work of much time and labour to 
him. Although the distance to the town Church is little 
more than a mile^ so slow is the poor man's gait, that it 
takes him more than an hour to accomplish it. On his 
return home he prepares his scanty and frugal meal, and 
occupies himself in making a few matches which he sells to 
some of his neighbours. Towards evening he again repairs 
to his neighbour, as before mentioned, to hear another 
chapter read; and then, after taking his bread-and-milk 
supper, he retires early to rest. 

His time is fully occupied and well employed. He 
rises early, makes his bed, cleans his room, and prepares 
his breakfast of bread and milk. This is the work of 
several hours, owing to his great infirmities ; an instance 
of which is afforded in his being obliged to sit down on 
each step on descending from his upper chamber. His 
cottage, with its furniture, is represented as being re- 
markably clean and neat. At times he suffers much pain, 
besides the continual shaking from the palsy ; this, how- 
ever, does not prevent him from performing his daily 
round of duties. 

It should be mentioned that attendance on public prayer 
does not interfere with his private devotion. Like the 
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Prophet Daniel, he " kneels down in his chamber " several 
times a day^ and prays and gives thanks before his God. 
Thus his humble dwelling becomes an oratory, consecrated 
to piety and peace. On Sunday, there being but one ser- 
vice in the Parish Church, he attends the Church in the 
neighbouring town the other part of the day. This so fills 
up the varied hours that he has no time, during the interval, 
for dinner, since nearly by the time he reaches home, the 
village or the town bells, alternately summon him again to 
public worship. Thus, with the Patriarch Job, does this 
humble worshipper " esteem the words of Q-od more than 
his necessary food." It is nearly needless to add that he 
is a regular Communicant at his Parish Church. Amidst 
his weakness, pain, and poverty, he cherishes a contented 
mind and a thankful spirit. His usual language on re- 
ceiving any scraps from the more abundant tables of his 
neighbours is '^Qod^s Holy Name praised, and thank you 
for itr 

His religion makes him happy. When asked by one 
who visited him respecting his hopes for eternity, he ex- 
pressed himself with humble confidence as to his future 
inheritance, showing that he was " waiting all the days of 
his appointed time till his change come." He has chosen 
a spot in the churchyard as his last earthly resting-place — 
a spot which he is accustomed to stand contemplating, as 
he waits at the porch, before the congregation are as- 
sembled. 

Eeader, you have here the simple narrative of a poor 
man's daily walk, you have seen his difficulties and 
disadvantages, and yet, how, through Divine strength, he is 
enabled to overcome them, and pursue with vigour and 
without weariness his Christian course. Let me ask, are 
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you ranning the race set before you with like diligence ?• 
T. R, (Jrom " The Fenny Foet:') 



THE VILLAGE- SUEGEON. 

With feeble languid limbs and weary breast 
The village surgeon seeks his midnight rest ; 
Sleep kindly hastes to close his heavy eyes, 
Though autumn's tempests rend the gloomy skies. 

Ere long he sees bright visions of the past, 
When life was decked in hues too bright to last. 
And now he wanders through fair Dreamland's bowers 
With one whose love once soothed his waking hours ; 
Eut grief in memory's page soon claims her place 
And brings to mind the wan and wasted &,ce, 
With the last tender words of faithful love — 
*• Farewell ! Oh may we meet in Heaven above !" 
He sees the lifeless form once loved so well 
And shuddering starts to hear the solemn knell ; 
Weeping he wakes, alas I is it then true P 
And can it be his sorrow is so new P 
The mournful sound still vibrates in his ears, 
But that is not the funeral toll he hears ; 
That bell now sounds to ask his friendly aid 
For a poor wretch in grievous suffering laid. 

He tarries not, but speeds through wind and rain 
To a frail hovel in a lonely lane. 
Where, lacking all that soothes the travail hour, 
Her couch of straw spread on the cold clay floor. 
The squalid mother of a squalid band 
Implores the succour of his skilful hand. 

Sore were the pangs that rent her shivering frame, 
And keen the blast through every crevice came. 
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He called to mind the words the Saviour said, 
And This own garment o'er the sufferer laid. 

The hours of agony at length are o'er, 
The surgeon seeks his home and couch once more. 

But now his limbs are chilled, his pulse is quick, 
Pevered his brain, his labouring breath comes thick. 
His anxious friends employ their utmost skill. 
But all is vain. — Three days he lingers still. 
Three painful days and nights ; then sinks to rest 
Calm as the babe upon its mother's breast. 

Nor doubt we that, when deeds shall reckoned be, 
And trembling men their awful Judge shall see. 
That he vihofor Ohrisfs sake did clothe His poor 
Shall wear a robe of glory evermore ; 
And faithful found in that which is the least 
Hear his Lord's welcome to the marriage feast. 

U. J. W. 1851. 

[The aboye lines relate what actually occurred in Hertfordshire 
out the year 1848.] 



CONTENTMENT. 



Often in my visits to the poor I am struck with their 
leerfulness and content amid dingy dwellings and hard 
id scanty fare. I have to-day seen an old woman, up- 
irds of eighty years of age, with only some potatoes for 
nner, cheerful and very thankful for a little broth. How 
les this reprove my continual tendency to dejection and 
•mplaining! May I have grace to be thankful for my 
iperior outward comforts ; and when tempted to uncom- 
rtable, gloomy, or murmuring feelings, think on their 
perior temper under inferior advantages. — T, H, 
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PEATER. 

Though circumstances may greatly affect the amount of 
individual contribution, yet they need not restrain prayer. 
The heart may be right when the means are small ; and if 
the smaJlness of the means limits the extent of contribu- 
tion, the rightness of the heart will cause even an increased 
earnestness in prayer. And the power of prayer does not 
depend on the social position but on the personal character 
of him that prays. The prayer of the poor may be mighty 
with God and may do much to obtain that blessing which 
renders the liberal contributions of the rich practically 
successful. — {Wesleyan Magazine.) 



[The dying testimomes of Bichard Hooker and Archbishop 
Whately were read to the author of the foregoing Sermons daring his 
last illness, and are inserted here as indicating his happiness and peace 
at the time of his departure.] 

THE LAST WORDS OF THE EEV. 
RICHARD HOOKER. 

Dr. Saravia found him deep in contemplation and not in- 
clinable to discourse ; which gave the doctor occasion to 
inquire his present thoughts : to which he replied that he 
was meditating the number and nature of angels, and their 
blessed obedience and order, without which peace could not 
be in heaven ; and " Oh that it might be so on earth ! " 
After which words he said, ** I have lived to see tbis world 
" is made up of perturbations, and I have been long pre- 
" paring to leave it, and gathering comfort for the dreadful 
" hour of making my account with God, which I now 
^' apprehend to be near ; and, though I have by His grace 
*' loved him in my youth, and feared Him in mine age, and 
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'^ laboured to have a conscience void of offence to Him and 
" to all men ; yet, if Thou, Lord, be extreme to mark 
'^ what I have done amiss, who can abide it ? And there- 
" fore where I have failed, Lord, shew mercy to me ; for I 
" plead not my righteousness, but the forgiveness of my 
"unrighteousness, for His merits who died to purchase 
'* pardon for penitent sinners ; and since 1 owe Thee a death, 
" Lord, let it not be terrible, and then take Thine own time, 
*' I submit to it ! Let not mine, Lord, but let Thy will 
"be done!" "With which expression he fell into a dan- 
gerous slumber ; dangerous as to his recovery ; yet recover 
he did, but it was to speak only these few words : ** Good 
" doctor, Q-od hath heard my daily petitions, for I am at 
" peace with all men, and He is at peace with me : and from 
'^ that blessed assurance I feel that inward joy, which this 
"world can neither give nor take from me: and my 
"conscience beareth me this witness, and this witness 
" makes the thoughts of death joyful. I could wish to live 
" to do the Church more service, but cannot hope it, for my 
"days are past as a shadow that returns not." — WaltofCe 
Life of Mr. Richard HooJcer. 



THE DYING TESTIMONY OP ARCHBISHOP 

WHATELY. 

His sufferings increased each ^^y. His " uselessness," 
as he called it, was an especial trial to his active spirit. 
Ooe day he said " Thy will be done :" " But," he added with 
tears, " it is hard, sometimes very hard, to say it." 

His chaplain repeated the words, '* He shall change our 
vile body." The Archbishop said, " The words mean 
literally, * Tnis body of cub humiliation ;' not ' vile body ;' 
nothing that He made is vile." 

K 2 
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On the 14th of September, 1863, he received the Lord's 
Supper with the Bishop of Killaloe and several other 
friend:^. All the members of his family united with him in 
the solemn service. It was a scene never to be forgotten of 
any who had witnessed it. A calm, earnest attention and 
solemn peace rested on his face ; he spoke little, but evi- 
dently the soul was communing with Q-od. A little before 
this, one of the friends in attendance on him had remarked 
that his great mind wm supporting him ; his answer, most 
emphfttically and earnestly given, was, '* No ; it is not that 
which supports me. It is FAITR IN CREIST ; the life I 
live is hy CREIST alone:'— Ufe of Archbishop Whately. 



MEDITATIONS AND PRAYERS 

SELECTED FROM THE AUTHOB'S NOTE BOOKS. 



TEUE AND SINCEEE EEPENTANCE. 

EzEKiEL xviii. 31. 

" Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye 
have transgressed ; and make you a new heart and a new 
spirit, for why will ye die, O house of Israel ? " 

We are too apt to think Eepentance no more than a call- 
ing to God for mercy, or a general confession that we are 
sinners, or some sudden purposes of amendment of life, or 
at most the actual abstaining from our mu. Therefore it 
will be worth while to examine our Eepentance, and this we 
may do by the following rules. He that repents is greatly 
sorrowful for his sin. His sorrow is very hearty and un- 
feigned ; he is grieved in earnest, and his grief is great in 
proportion to his iniquity. He is vile and base in his own 
eyes, and is greatly afflicted for his wickedness. Indeed^ 
the sincerity of his sorrow is not altogether to be measured 
by the tears he sheds : for though tears be reckoned the 
measure of our grief, yet they are but the expression of it. 
Grief does many times break out this way : but yet a man 
may be greatly sorrowful when the greatness of his grief 
cannot be gathered from the multitude of his tears. Some 
there are who easily weep, a very trifling matter will draw 
forth plenty of tears. But there are others who grieve 
more, and yet weep less. But, then, it is still an ill sign, if, 
when we have tears for? every little trouble, we have none 
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for our sins. Certain it is tbat the true penitent is a very 
sorrowful person ; and though his temper may not give way 
to plenty of tears, yet his real grief is not the less. 
Though he do not weep so plentifully, yet he grieves as 
heartily as he that doth. He afflicts himself for his sin, he 
judges and condemns himseU> and feels as much pain in his 
soul, and as cordial a sorrow, as he that weeps bitterly. He 
that truly repents, confesses his sins to God. And this he 
must do in order to his pardon. " If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins," 1 John i. 9. 
We must confess them with shame and sorrow, judging and 
condemning ourselves, and thus imploring forgiveness. Our 
confession should not only be humble, but very full and 
particular. "We must confess all the sins we can find, all 
that we can remember. And then for those which we 
cannot find, and do not remember, it will be needful that 
we should pray also for the pardon of them, as the Psalmist 
does : " Cleanse thou me from secret faults." Ps. xix. 12. 
And as we must confess our sins, so also the decrees and 
aggravations of them, for these greatly enhance our guilt. 
But all this while care is to be taken that our confession be 
the result of real sorrow. God will not be put off with a 
parcel of good words. If we do not abhor our sins, it will 
avail little that we confess them. It is the burdened sinner 
whom God has respect unto. Such a man finds the advan- 
tage of this humble confession : for this gives a great ease 
to his soul, which would have been overcharged, should he 
have kept silence. Thus the Psalmist tells us, Ps. xxxii. 3, 
7, " When I kept silence, my bones waxed old, and my 
moisture is turned into the drought of summer," But 
then he adds, '* I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my trans- 
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gressions unto the Lord, and thou forgavest the iniquity of 
mj sin." He that truly repeniB forsakes his sins, and leads 
a new life : he not only purposes but he really does that 
good which he intended to do. He does not lead such a 
life as he did before. He abstains from the sin which he 
formerly loved and followed. It Is vain to think that we 
are the better for mere purposes of amendment. If we pur- 
pose never so much to do well, and yet continue to do evil, 
we shall be reputed among the workers of iniquity. 
Bepentance implies a change both of heart and life. The 
Holy Scriptures promise a pardon to our repentance ; but 
then they require such a turning as implies a new character 
and conversation. Thus we find in the prophet how the re- 
pentance of a sinner is expressed : " If he turn from his 
sin, and do that which is lawful and right ; if the wicked 
restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in 
the statutes of life without committing iniquity ; he 
shall surely live and not die." Ezek. xxxiii. 14, 15. Again, 
" If the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath 
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is 
lawful and right, he shall surely live and not die." Ezek. 
xviii. 21. And when the sinner is called upon to repent, we 
find it thus expressed: ** Seek the Lord while He may be 
found, call ye upon Him while He is near ; let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord." 

The love of Ood constrains the sinner to repentance ; and 
it is this which makes it of the right kind and stamp. It 
is possible that a person may be greatly sorrowful on 
account of his sins, and that he may make a particular con- 
fession of them, and may in addition forsake sin in a 
measure ; and yet all the while, not have the grace of true 
repentance. Por instance. A man may be sorry for the 
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ill consequence of bis sin rather than for its obliquity and 
immorality. Again, a person may forbear and abstain £rom 
his sin, because be cannot follow it, or has not the liberty to 
enjoy it any longer ; or else perhaps he exchanges one sin 
for another ; bis mind the mean time remaining unchanged 
still. But tlie true penitent abstains &om his sin because 
he loves his Ood. This produces in him an hatred and 
abhorrence of iniquity as an offence against God. Thus the 
reason why such a one leaves his sin, is because he himself 
is changed in his mind and affections : he now hates what 
he once loved, and flies from that which he formerly pur- 
sued. He sees his folly as well as his misery, and '' ceases 
to do evD," not only because Ood is just, and will severely 
punish the wicked, but because He is good and holy, and 
cannot endure to behold iniquity. He abstains &om vice 
and wickedness, not only because it is forbidden &uit, but 
because it is contrary to his nature, he finds in his soul an 
antipathy against it. Such a repentance as this we must 
find in our souls before we can be fit to partake of Christ's 
holy mysteries. And well will it become us to be greatly 
humbled for our sins, and to abhor them, when we com* 
memorate the death of our Lord and Saviour. Eor he died 
for sin, and endured the shame and ^orrow of the cross that 
He might take away our sins, and that they might no longer 
abide in us. And if we come with these offences to His 
holy table, we crucify our Lord afresh ; we trample upon 
His precious blood, and count it a common and unholy thing. 
To what has been said this must be added, that when by 
transgression we have not only offended our Maker, but 
also wronged and injured our neighbour, we are strictly and 
indispensably obliged to make him restitution, as well as to 
beg forgiveness of God. " If the wicked restore th^ pledge, 
give again that be hath robbed, walk in the statutes of life . 
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without committing iniquity ; he shall surely live, he shall 
not die." Ezek. zzxiii. 15. Let no man think that Gt)d will 
hear him, unless he make his brother amends for the wrong 
he has done him. It cannot be thought we have re- 
pented, if we do not restore. And we must remember, 
there are more ways than one by which we may become 
guilty of injustice. He who overreaches and outwits his 
brother in a bargain, he that in trading deals fraudulently 
and insincerely, is bound to make restitution as well as the 
open robber. Many things, indeed, the laws of the land 
do not take notice of, which yet we are obliged to in the 
court of conscience. Indeed, we are come to that pass, 
that we are not afraid of doing an unjust action if we can 
but do it cautiously and slily. Nay, some are ready to re- 
joice when they have cunningly circumvented their brother ; 
and men look upon it as but a little fault, if any at all, when 
they can craftily circumvent even Mm that attends upon Jioly 
thmg9. But whatever men think, it is certain that whoever 
does his neighbour wrong, and especially him that ministers 
at G-od's altar, deceives himself most, and must never look 
for pardon from God till he have repented of his sin, and 
made restitution for the wrong he has done. So if we have 
injured any one in his credit and good name it becomes us 
to make reparation as faf as we are able ; i.e. we are bound 
to unsay what we have said, and by our words to do him 
honour, as we have before endeavoured to do him a discredit 
and defame him. And when the mischief occasioned by a 
slanderous tongue, has been, as far as possible, explained, 
we must humble ourselves greatly in the sight of God, and 
be very careful that we sin no more. Thus, ** purge out 
the old leaven that ye may become a new lump." As ye 
love your souls, ye must not only find out your sin, but also 
by God's help put it away — else ye will meet with death in- 
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stead of life, with a curse instead of a blessing. '^ Bring 
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance, and now also is 
the axe laid to the root of the trees ; therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire." Ezekiel xviii. 30. — Bp. Kidder. 



THE THEONE OF GEACE. 

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace. — Bcb.^it. 16. 

Two classes of persons are here included. 1. Those who 
want mercy. 2. Those in necessity. 1. God is great, and 
awfully present every where, but peculiarly so on his 
throne, for that is the place of judgment and justice, but 
here it is represented as the throne of grace, and Himself, 
sitting upon it dispensing mercy, pardon to the penitent, 
healing to the backslider, and purity of heart to the 
believer. Christ is represented as a priest before this 
throne, and also as a sacrifice. God \» infinitely well 
pleased with his Son Jesus for a priest and a sacrifice. But 
Christ assumed those characters with reference to man only, 
consequently, God is pleased to dispense the benefits of 
His priesthood and sacrificial offering to man. To the above 
persons He shews mercy. This is opposed to m^rit ; none 
can deserve any good from God, neither angel nor man ; all 
have their being and support from His mercy ; for the 
greatest of them can merit nothing. This mercy is obtained 
by '* coming boldly to the throne of grace,*' fiEra irappriaiaQ, 
with confidence, liberty of speech. - Boldness, as generally 
used, signifies, 1, rash and inconsiderate daring, proceeding 
from pride and vain glory ; 2, courage and heroism, spring- 
ing from a consciousness of ability and skill, and a deter- 
mination to fear nothing while in the path of duty and 
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honour. In none of these senses can the word be used 
here : pride, vain-glory, and rashness, can have nothing to 
do in the case of a guilty and condemned sinner, or a 
broken-hearted backslider : and to such also courage and 
heroism, and the objects on which they act as well as the 
ends to which they tend, are alike inapplicable. But con- 
fidence and liberty of speech they may rightly assume, 
because they are invited to come ; because they come in 
His name, with whom God is well pleased ; and because 
they bring that present which is worthy the majesty and 
dignity of the Being they approach. In the Eastern coun- 
tries no man can come into the presence of a superior, 
without bringing a suitable gift ; nor a noble to a monarch, 
without a suitable preseot. The gift here is the sacrificial 
death of Jesus ; the Lamb without spot is presented before 
the throne. The offerer is conscious of the worth and 
dignity of this present ; hence he brings it with confidence, 
and has full liberty of prayer and pleading before his God. 
" Come with boldness, &c." 

2. A second class of persons is invited : those who are 
in necessity, who are exercised with trials in their 
families, poverty in their circumstances, afflictions in their 
relations or in their persons, or temptations in their 
souls ; but coming in the same way, these also shall find 
help in the time of need ; support in, and deliverance 
from their afflictions, and a happy issue out of all their 
adversities. The words eIq evKaipov fiot/iQuav, which we 
translate " in time of need,** would be better rendered " for 
timely assistance." There may be in other cases, succour 
when the battle is lost, a rope thrown out when the man is 
drowned, the arrival of the physician when the patient is 
dead ; but God gives help when and as it is wanted. Divine 
assistance is constantly needed to enable us to resist and 
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overcame evil ; and to enable us properly to fulfil the duties 
required £rom us ; for without Di?ine help we can do no 
good, nor resist any evil. But there are peculiar times and 
circumstances in which we need especial help, viz. sudden 
trials ; violent temptations ; premature deaths ; unforeseen 
and unexpected losses, &c. In all these cases, if the heart 
be right with Him^ God grants timely assistance. Let us 
come therefore that we may find what we need, and come in 
the way He has appointed, who has promised us succour. 

Adam Clarke. 



ETEENAL LIFE THE EEEE AND MEECIFUL 

GIFT OF GOD. 

Utemal life, Qod^e free gift. Eternal life not the reward 
of any merit in us, but a free gift ; because, 1. We can do no 
service that shall benefit God, Ps. xvi. 2. Job xxii. 2, 3 ; 
XXXV. 7. Eom. xi. 35, 36. 2. We can do no service hut 
what is our hounden duty. Luke xvii. 7, II. 3. We can do 
nothing without God^s help. 2 Cor. iii. 6. John xv. 4, 5. 
Phil. ii. 12, 13. 4. Our merit, if we had any, could bear no 
proportion in point of value to eternal life. I Cor. ii. 9. 
2 Cor. iv. 17. I John iii. 2. For these reasons we con- 
clude with St. Paul, the gift of God is eternal life. Eom. 
vi. 23. 



THE VANITY OF EAETHLY THINGS. 

Eccles. i. and ii. 12. 

O God, the fountain of all wisdom, who, by the preaching 
of thy servant Solomon, hast taught us that all the works 
done under the sun, are vanity and vexation of spirit ; give 
us grace we beseech Thee, to profit by his instructions, and 
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not only to acknowledge with oiir lips, but to feel in our 
hearts, the insignificance and unsatisfactonness of those 
various things in which the children of this world suppose 
man's chief good to consist. Suffer us not to place our 
chief good in a life of gaiety and pleasurCy in giving up our 
whole hearts to mirth, indulging in dissipation and frivolity, 
and making provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 
Impress on us that such a course of living destroys every 
capacity for enjoyment ; ruins the health ; exhausts the 
spirits ; and clouds the understanding ; that the voice of 
merriment is often but the affectation of mirth, that a 
smiling countenance often hides an aching heart, and that 
long continued pleasure, being in itself wearisome and 
tasteless, can never be that good for the sons of men, which 
they should desire under heaven all the days of their life. 
Eeep us also, we beseech Thee, from placing our happiness 
in the expenditwre of wealth. Impress upon us, that 
though, like^he king of Israel, we were to make ourselves 
great works ; to build ourselves houses ; to plant ourselves 
vineyards, and gardens and groves ; to gather ourselves gold 
and silver; to amass the treasures of kings and of 
whole provinces ; getting to ourselves all the delights of the 
sons of men ; denying ourselves nothing that our eyes de- 
sired ; and withholding not our hearts from any joy ; never- 
theless, with all these means of enjoyment, we could not be 
happy without an interest in Thee, and in Thy Son Jesus 
Christ. Moreover, preserve us from placing our chief good 
in the accumulation any more than in the expenditure of 
riches. Dispose us to contentment. Teach us that the 
man who loveth silver for its own sake, wiU never be satis- 
fied with silver ; nor he that sets his heart on abundance, 
with increase : that although the miser wanteth nothing for. 
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bis soul of all that he desireth, yet Thou givest him not the 
power to eat thereof ; and forasmuch as he hath no profit 
in his wealth, save the beholding of it with his eyes, this 
also is vanity. Eurthermore, teach us the vanity of intel- 
lectual as well as animal enjoyment. Make us practically 
sensible, even in our pursuit of learning and science, tha^ 
though we had all the wisdom of Solomon ; though we had 
more learning than all who have gone before us, and though 
we extended, like him, our fame throughout every nation 
under heaven : yet, with all our attainments, we should not 
be able to find solid happiness, nor escape real misery in this 
world, we should not be able to ward off sickness, pain and 
death ; so that rather than be estranged from Thee by 
worldly knowledge, it had been better for us to have abode 
in ignorance. Make us feel that he v^ho so increaseth know- 
ledge, increaseth sorrow : and that, for as much as the 
wisest of mankind, who dies a stranger to Jesus Christ will 
perish equally with the simplest, this also is vexation of 
spirit as well as weariness of the flesh. Finally, whatever 
be the snare in which the world would entangle us, w^hether 
it be sensuality, ambition, avarice, or intellectual pride, give 
us grace to see that death approaches to put an end to us 
and to our labours : that the places which now know us will 
know us no more : our possessions will descend to our heirs ; 
we shall pass away ourselves like a shadow that departeth ; 
and our designs like a dream when one awaketh ; our bodies 
will moulder into dust ; our spirits will return to Him that 
gave them ; our names will be forgotten, and every trace of 
our footsteps through the world will as completely vanish as 
the track of a bird through the air, or the pathway of a keel 
through the waves. Eaise our thoughts, Lord, from what 
is seen and temporal, to what is unseen and eternal ; from 
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the vain delights of this world, to the fulness of joy at thy 
right hand ; from treasures on earth which can profit nothing, 
to treasures in heaven, which will satisfy all our desires ; 
from the wisdom of this world, which is foolishness with 
Thee, to that wisdom which is from above, which, teaching 
us to fear Thee, and keep Thy commandments, in reliance 
on Thy Son's merits for acceptance, sums up the whole duty 
and chief interest of man. All that we ask is in the name 
and through the mediation of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 



WHY CHRISTIANS OUGHT TO BE EMINENT 

IN HOLINESS. 

W^e must endeavour after eminent holiness. 1st, because 
few are to be saved. Matt. vii. 13, 14. Matt. xxii. 11 — 15. 
Luke xiii. 24. 1 Pet. iii. 20. Luke iv. 25-28. Matt. xx. 
16. O God, who by Thy blessed Son hast warned us that 
many shall seek to enter into Thy kingdom but shall not be 
able ; and that they must not only seek, but strive who 
would be admitted into that blessed abode, fix deeply in our 
hearts, the manifold declarations of Thy "Word inciting us 
to press strenuously forward in the way that leadeth unto 
life. Make us heartily alive, O God, to a conviction of the 
fearful number that shall be condemned at the last day. 
Guard us by an awakening sense of this, against the world, 
the flesh and the devil. When the world is persuading us 
that we may safely conform to its corrupt maxims, and fol- 
low, without danger, a multitude to do evil, let Thy solemn 
admonition, " Broad is the way that leadeth to destruction," 
prevail with us to hold fast our integrity. "When Satan is 
tempting us to pride or self conceit ; to infidelity or false 
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doctrine, to insolent neglect of Thine ordinances, or familiar 

profanation of Thy name ; to evil speaking ; to falsehood ; 

to envy ; to malice, or uncharitableness ; and is misleading 

us with a deceitful promise that though we do these things 

we ** shall not surely die ;" let thine awful declaration, 

" Narrow is the way that leadeth unto life," keep us from 

listening to the seducer. When the flesh is tempting us to 

its forbidden works ; to adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lasciviousness ; to drunkenness, to reyellings, and such like, 

or any other indulgence of sinful appetite, and is persuading 

us that such offences may be committed with impunity, 

open our ears, Lord, to thy often repeated warning, 

** Many are called, but few are chosen." 2. Because mere 

hartnlestneM^ or pharisaieal Hghteoutness will not 9ufflee. 

Matt. vii. 19. Matt. xxi. 19. John xv. 12. Matt. v. 20. 

Heb. xii. 14. Isa. i. 16, 17. 1 John iii. 17. Let the 

necessity not only of ceasing to do evil, but also of learning 

to do well, make us labour earnestly in our high vocation. 

Orant us, O Lord, to feel in all its power the great truth 

that to save the tree from being hewn down and cast into 

the fire, it must not only be free from evil fruit, but must 

bring forth good. Impress on us, that in the day of solemn 

account, when the Son of man shall come in His glory, to 

judge the quick and the dead, the wicked shall go away into 

everlasting punishment, not simply for the commission of 

crimes, but for neglect of duties ; not merely for rapine, 

violence, or oppression ; but for giving no food to the hungry, 

no raiment to the naked, and no shelter to the destitute. By 

these considerations, preserve us, from the vain imagination> 

that any man, without holiness, shall see the Lord : that in 

a state of idleness or sloth, of unprofitableness or formality ; 

of barrenness or indifference ; as worshippers of Thy name, 
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but not performers of Thy will ; as hearers only and not 
doers of Thy word, we can have any hope to enter the strait 
gate, or pass along the narrow way that leadeth unto salva- 
tion. "We must strive after eminent holiness, because 
where great talents are given, great improvement is required, 
Luke xii. 47-8. Acts xvii. 30, 31. Tit. ii. 11-15. Further- 
more, let the words of thy Blessed Son, " To whomsoever 
much is given, of him much will be required," quicken our 
endeavours after holiness. Thou, O God, hast vouchsafed 
us a full knowledge of Thy will. On us the true light 
shmeth. To us the Comforter has come: we are among 
those servants to whom Thou hast committed ten talents. 
We, have all the promises and threatenings, all the exam- 
ples, encouragement and assistances, to help us forward in 
the way of righteousness. Suffer us not, O merciful 
Father, to neglect or abuse these inestimable privileges. 
Save us from the shame of being found at the great day of 
reckoning, with ten talents hidden and unimproved. Give 
us grace rather to redeem the time while time is granted us. 
Make our zeal proportioned to our knowledge ; our execu- 
tion to our strength ; and our improvement to our oppor- 
tunities ; that so, when we shall be finally called upon at 
our Master's judgment-seat, to give account of our steward- 
ship, each of us may receive his blessed sentence of 
approval, " "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord." 



THE GENEEAL JUDGMENT. 

Heb. ix. 27. 

Almighty God, who hast mercifully forewarned us in thy 
Word, that the fashion of this world passeth away ; and 

L 
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that, as it is appointed unto men once to die, so, after 
death, they must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ ; and go thence, some into everlasting punishment, 
and some into life eternal, we give Thee thanks for our 
clear knowledge of a truth, on the right belief of which our 
salvation depends. As Thou hast revealed this truth in 
thy Holy Word, of which not one jot or tittle shall fail, so 
Thou hast not left it without sufficient witness within every 
man's own breast. The hidden workings of our own 
thoughts accusing or else excusing us ; — the checks accom- 
panying those evil deeds which no human eye beholds ; the 
fears of wicked men who are ever strangers to peace, flying 
oftentimes when none pursueth, and startled at the very 
motion of a leaf, when Thy hand alone is near them ; — are 
undeniable assurances, written with the finger of the Most 
High, that '* verily there is a reward for the righteous, and 
that doubtless there is a God who judgeth the earth." 
Knowing then, most gracious Lord, the certainty of this 
great truth, may we feel its power. Bring the day of 
reckoning solemnly into our thoughts, whenever the cor- 
ruption of our fallen nature is leading us into sin. Make 
the anticipation of that awful period a bridle to restrain our 
evil passions. Teach us every day, in the expectation of 
Thy judgment, to sit privately in judgment on our own 
hearts ; searching and trying our ways ; accusing ourselves 
before Thee, from whom nothing can be hid, confessing our 
unworthiness ; bewailing our corruptions ; and, with ear- 
nestness proportioned to our necessities, suing for mercy, 
through the merits and mediation of Thy Son. Matt. x. 
26. Suffer us not to say peace, when there is no peace ; 
nor to seek excuses and coverts for our sins, but make us 
remember continually, that all things are naked and open 
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in Thy sight, and that, when we come to Thy tribunal, Thou 
wilt bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make 
manifest the counsels of the heart. Eev. xx. 12, 13. Let 
none of us imagine that the judgment of the great day will 
be like those judgments which take place among men, 
wherein even the vilest offenders often procure acquittal ; 
but impress upon us, that when the dead stand before Thee, 
the most powerful will not be able to resist, nor the mean- 
est to escape; worldly considerations will move no com- 
passion, nor the number of the guilty, though it should 
exceed the sand on the sea shore, lessen the terrors of con- 
demnation. Matt. xli. 36. Seeing also, gracious Lord, 
that not only to the great actions of this mortal life Thy 
scrutiny will extend, but to our most trifling thoughts and 
idlest words, teach us to take heed to our ways, that we 
offend not with our tongues, to set a watch upon the door 
of ouir lips, and never to admit willingly into our hearts 
even a thought, which would be unfit for Thee to witness at 
the time, or for all mankind to hear at the last day. Matt, 
xxiv. 36. Finally, since it has appeared right to Thy holy 
wisdom, not to reveal the day or hour at which the Son of 
man cometh, endue us, we beseech Thee, with the grace of 
watchfulness. Teach us to have our loins girded about, and 
OUT lamps burning; and to be like servants waiting for 
their Lord ; that whensoever He may return, whether at 
even or at midnight, at the second or at the third watcli, we 
may open to Him immediately. Grant this, O merciful 
Father, for His sake. Amen. 



T ^ 



14-8 Thoughts on Prayer. 

THOUGHTS ON PEAYEE. 

What am 1 ? A sinful creature, dust, ashes, guilty. Oh 
how should a guilty person going to the dust pray for pardon? 

Where am I ? In Whose presence do I kneel ? Is it 
not before Ood ? And doth he not know whether I trifle 
or am serious ? 

Whither am I going? To Eternity. Where shall I 
shortly be ? In Eternity. And shall I trifle in my way 
thither ? 

What if this were to be my last prayer before I die : 
should I then fall asleep upon my knees ? 

Am I come to have communion with Ood ? to pray for 
pardon ; to please God and profit my soul ? 

Will careless praying do it ? 

Will dead and careless praying yield me comfort when 
I review it, and when I come to die ? or should I not so 
pray now that I may have comfort then ? 

Will it do me any good to have a name to live among 
men, if I be dead in the sight of Gdd ? and if others think 
and say when I am dead, my soul is gone to Heaven, but 
is indeed cast down to hell, will it lessen my torments that 
I was applauded by men and condemned by God ? 

A DEATH-BED EEPENTANCE. 

A Death-bed repentance is the most dangerous state to 
which a sinner can be exposed : it may not come when re- 
quired, — it may be anticipated by unexpected death, — ^it can 
show no fruits, — it cannot appear to man, or, if it could, 
there is still another judgment before another Judge, and 
at another Tribunal. — Dean Vincent, 

FAITH. 

Eaith is not a speculative theory, but a practical energy ; 
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and it will sicken and die if it be not fed by acts of devo- 
tion, by habits of prayer, by deeds of self-denial, by exer- 
cises of love. — Ediflhurgh Review, 

SPIEITUAL WEAKNESS — ITS CAUSE. 

The cause of all our weakness will most likely be found 
to be our little Communion with God : our amusements, our 
meals, &c. occupy our chief thoughts ; while the odds and 
ends, the sparings of our time, are reserved for God. 

Meditate on God's love to you ; pray that you may know 
the exceeding greatness of His love ; then all other plea- 
sures will seem vapid, and other desires vain. — Suckling. 

If you retire late to rest, let your evening prayers be offered at an 
earlier hour, before you become tired and drowsy. Then one or two 
short prayers will be sufficient at bed-time. 

CONFESSIOKS OF IlfDEVOTIOIf AND INFIRMITY. 

After I had enjoyed something of God last Sabbath, I 
gave way in the evening to some unprofitable conversation 
which brought a backwardness into my mind towards 
Divine things. 

I sweat precious time by lying too long in bed every 
morning, thereby inducing guilt, darkness, and perplexity 
into my heart, and robbing the Most High of the moments 
which ought to be spent in seeking His grace. The hurry, 
deadness, indifferency and want of affection in duties, par- 
ticularly secret ones. The consequent barrenness of my 
soul every day. 

I have been too unwatchful and heedless after Secret 
Prayer in a morning, — too negligent and backward in secret 
ejaculating petitions amidst my worldly avocations. I have 
not taken such a precise and circumspect care as I ought, 
that my table became not a snare to me. — Rev. J. Pyc 
Smith, D.D. 
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SUBJECTS FOE PEATER. 

SUin)AT. 

Pray for delight in God's worship and service. (Psalm 
84). Eor grace to seek and find the Divine Presence in 
public ordinances, so as to obtain strength for duty and 
against temptation. 

MONDAY. 

For pardon for the past, with repentance, — and grace to 
lead a new life. 

TUESDA-T. 

For steadiness and rectitude of principle, having an eye 
to God in everything, bringing religion into daily active 
life, and looking less at man's opinion and more at God's 
approbation, and aiming to stand at His Judgment Seat. 

WEDNESDAY. 

For grace to employ the hours of solitude well in self- 
examination, communion with God, contemplation of things 
unseen, so as to go forth strengthened and refreshed. 

THUESDAY. 

For ability to discharge faithfully, social ohligations, as 
Pastor, Husband, Father, Master, Neighbour, &c. to diffuse 
benignity and happiness over the family circle, and not mar 
by capricious, hasty, or unkind tempers the intercourse of 
the family. 

FRIDAY. 

For discretion, patience, and self-control, especially on 
public occasions, or when temper and patience are apt to 
be more than usually tried. ' 

SATTIBDAY. 

For a serene, cheerful, contented and happy frame of 
mind, — contentment with present lot, thankfulness for in- 
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numerable mercies, and for exemption from various afflic- 
tions by which others are bowed down, — a readiness to 
make the best of things when not entirely to one's mind, — 
and, above all, a looking forward to the end of one's 
journey, and an earnest endeavour to realize by faith the 
future happiness of the redeemed. 



PEATERS IN PRIVATE. 

O LoED, may there be nothing that we desire so much 
as to be of the number of thy faithful and obedient ser- 
vants. Thy favour is better than life itself; Thy service 
is perfect freedom. enable me, by the assistance of Thy 
Blessed Spirit, to forsake all my sins, and to reform what- 
ever has been amiss in the temper and disposition of my 
miad or ia any of the actions of my life. Open Thou mine 
eyes that I may see the vileness and deformity, as well as 
the danger of sin ; that I may fly from all appearance of 
evil, and with an unwearied diligence ft)llow after and pursue 
the things which make for my everlasting peace. Grant 
that for the time to come I may live only unto Thee, in a 
holy fear of Thy great Name and a constant regard to Thy 
blessed will, keeping always a conscience void of offence 
both towards Thee and all men. Give me grace to spend 
my time religiously, soberly, and usefully, in the subduing 
of my passions, mortifying my corrupt inclinations, and in 
the practice of all those duties Thou requirest of me ; that 
when Thou shalt take me out of this state of trial and temp- 
tation, I may be received into that Blessed Kingdom, where 
all tears shall be wiped from my eyes, and sin and death 
shall be no more. Grant this, O merciful Father, through 
the merits and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Hear me, O Gracious Father, and breathe into my heart 
that Spirit which renews us after Thine own image in 
righteousness and true holiness. 

Blessed Jesus, "Who seekest out sinners to make them 
good, do not reject me now when I seek to Thee to make 
me better. Oh clothe me with Thy righteousness ! My 
good thoughts are changeable and inconstant ; but do Thou 
establish and fix them ty thy grace. Set up Thy king- 
dom, O Lord, in my heart. Keep me steadfast in serving 
Thee, till Thou takest me finally to be with Thee. 

O Saviour of the world, "Who by Thy Cross and Passion 
hast redeemed me, save me and help me, I humbly beseech 
Thee. Grant, O Lord, that at all times I may account my 
sins to be my shame, and make Thy laws to be my rule, and 
Thy Blessed will in everything my choice and satisfaction. 
O let Thy promises be my hope. Thy Providence my guard, 
Thy grace my strength ; and be Thou my portion both now 
and evermore. Amen. — New Manual. 



May God's especial grace ever accompany me. May 
His favours and blessings, both spiritual and temporal, at 
all times constantly attend me. May His Holy Spirit 
guide and govern me. May His Providence protect and 
preserve me through all dangers and adversities. May He, 
together with Christ, freely give me all things, withhold no 
good thing from me, and keep me from all evil, from sin and 
temptation, from danger and distress. May He sanctify 
all conditions to me, and make all things work together 
for my good. 

Make me, O Lord, always a profitable reader (hearer) 
of thy Holy Word, and a faithful partaker of thy Blessed 
Sacrament. 
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Grant me, and all who belong to me, holy and happy 
lives, and quiet and blessed deaths. "When the appointed 
time of my change shall come, fill me with heavenly conso- 
lations, peace of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost ; 
and, in the sense of Thy love and my pardon, afford me a 
blessed prospect and a gracious foretaste here of those end- 
less joys and inconceivable glories which our Blessed 
Saviour has purchased for us; to Whom, with Thee, O 
Father, ami the Holy Spirit, be glory and dominion, now 
and for ever. Amen. A. Littleton, D.D. 



A PRAYER USED BY KING CHARLES THE FIRST. 

(^Morning or Evening.) 

Good Lord, I thank Thee for keeping me this (night) 
(day). I humbly beseech Thee to keep me this (day) 
(night) from all dangers or mischances that may happen to 
my body and all evil thoughts which may assault or hurt 
my soul. And look upon me Thy unworthy servant, who 
here prostrates himself at thy throne of grace ; but look 
upon me, O Father, through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ Thy Beloved Son, in "Whom Thou art well 
pleased ; for of myself I am not worthy to stand in Thy 
presence, or to speak with my unclean lips to Thee, most 
Holy and Eternal God : for Thou knowest that in sin I 
was conceived and born, and that ever since I have lived in 
iniquity, so that I have broken all Thy holy command- 
ments by sinful thoughts, words and works, omitting many 
duties I ougiit to do and committing many vices which 
Thou hast forbidden under pain of heavy displeasure : as 
for sins, O Lord, they are innumerable : In the multitude, 
therefore, of Thy mercies, and by the merits of Jesus 
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Christ, I intreat Thy Divine Majesty that Thou wouldest 
not enter into judgment with Thy servant ; nor be extreme 
to mark what is done amiss, but be Thou merciful to me 
and wash away all my sins with the merits of that precious 
blood that Jesus Christ shed for me ; and not only wash 
away all my sins but also purge my heart by Thy Holy 
Spirit from the dross of natural corruption : and as Thou 
dost add days to my life, so, good Lord, add repentance to 
my days, that when I have passed this mortal life, I may 
be a partaker of Thy everlasting kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

From the Calendar of State Fapers^ 1631. 



rilAYER OF PREPARATION FOR THE HOUR OF DEATH. 

[Give rae, Lord, Thy grace, that my faith in salvation through Thy 
blood waver not in me, bnt be ever firm and constant ; that the hope 
of Thy mercy and of life everlasting, never decay in me ; that love 
grow not cold in me. Finally, that the weakness of my flesh be not 
overcome with the fear of death. . Grant me, merciful Saviour, that 
when death hath shut up the eyes of my body, the eyes of my soul may 
still behold and look upon Thee ; that when death hath taken away the 
use of my tongue and speech, my heart may still cry and say unto 
Thee, O I^rd, into Thy hands I give and commit my soul. Lord Jesus, 
receive my soul unto Thee. Amen.] 

Archbishop Cranmeb. 



PEATER AGAINST SUDDEN DEATH. 

Lord, tlicy who have led the best lives are desirous of 
some time to prepare for their death. But my life has 
abounded in sins and frailties, which make me stand in 
much greater need thereof. Snatch me not away, there- 
fore, to give up my account by the surprize of a sudden 
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death, but deliver me from an unprepared heart and an un- 
expected end. As I sin daily, O God, let me repent daily, 
and stand always upon my watch, that I may be ready for 
Thee whensoever Thou callest me. But give me time and 
leisure if it may please Thee, to put my spirit in the best 
order I can for leaving this world and appearing before 
Thee and taking my leave of all decently, that with more 
satisfaction to my friends, and more settlement of mind 
and comfort to myself, I may yield it up into the hands of 
Thy mercy, through Jesus Christ my Lord and Saviour. — 
Amen, 

PKATER FOR FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY. 

Lord, teach me so to number my days that I may apply 
my heart unto wisdom. Lighten, if it be Thy blessed will, 
the pressure of this world's pares, and give me a peace 
which the world cannot take away. O let not the flesh 
have dominion over me. Enable me to consecrate my days 
to Thy service and glory. Protect me from mine enemies, 
and give me courage and conduct and charity in the midst 
of them. Lift me above the world, and mortify me alike 
to its pleasures and its pains. Finding much misery in 
the field of my earthly contemplations, cause this desolation 
to be replaced by the things that are above, by the realities 
of faith, by the hopes of immortality. 

Thomas Chalmeks, D.D. 



BEFORE CHURCH. 



my God, I humbly beseech Thee to prepare my soul 
to worship Thee this day acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear. Fill me with that faith which worketh by love. 
Purify my heart from all vain, worldly, or sinful thoughts. 
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Pix my affections oq things above all the day long. And, 
O Lord, give me grace to receive Thy Word which I shall 
hear this day into an honest and good heart, and to bring 
forth fruit unto holiness, that I may attain everlasting life, 
through my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



DUEINa DIVINE SEEVICE. 

[O God of our Fathers, bless Thy servants and thy chil- 
dren, and sow the seed of Eternal Life in our hearts, that 
whatsoever in Thy Holy Word we shall profitably learn, 
we may indeed fulfil the same. Look, O Lord, mercifully 
upon us from heaven, and grant us Thy Holy Spirit, that 
obeying Thy Will we may obtain Thy blessing this day, 
and alway being in peace and safety under Thy protection, 
we may abide in Thy love unto our lives' end, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.'] 



PEA.TERS BEFOEE HOLY COMMUNION. 

[O Lord Jesus Cubist, the Blessed Son of God, who 
hast sufiered death upon the Cross for us that we might 
thereby be brought unto Eternal Life, have mercy upon 
us, we beseech Thee, both now and at the hour of death ; 
and grant that we Thy servants, with all Thy faithful 
people, having thy blessed atonement in devout remem- 
brance, may live a godly and Christian life, until we come 
to a peaceful end, a merciful judgment, and a blessed Eter- 
nity, through Thy merits. Who with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghost, livest and reignest Ever One God, World 
without End. Amen."] 

[O God, give me, I besseech Thee, at this time, the 
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Bread of Life, tlie Body and Blood of my Saviour, into my 
Boul, that I may bo satisfied in Thee and never more depart 
from Thee ; for Jesus Christ's sake who gave Himself for 
me. Amen.'] Laud. 

[Almighty and most merciful Father, I am now about to 
commemorate (it may be for the last time) the death of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ our Saviour and Eedeemer. Grant, 
Lord, that my whole hope and confidence may be in His 
merits and in Thy mercy. Forgive and accept my imper- 
fect repentance. Make this Commemoration of Him avail- 
able to the confirmation of my faith, the establishment of 
my hope, and the enlargement of my charity ; and make 
the death of Thy Son Jesus Christ effectual to my re- 
demption. 

Have mercy upon me, and pardon the multitude of my 
offences. Bless my friends. Have mercy upon all. Sup- 
port me by the grace of Thy Holy Spirit in the days of 
my weakness and at the hour of death, and receive me at 
my death to everlasting happiness, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. — Dr. Johnson's Prayer before his last Com- 
mtmion,'] 

[May I always receive the Holy Sacrament in the same 
meaning, intention, and blessed effect with which our Lord 
Jesus Christ administered it to His Apostles in His Last 
Supper. — Bishop Wilson's '^ Sacra Privata.'^] 



PKATEKS BEFOEE EEADIJSTG OR HEAEING THE 

HOLY SCEIPTUEES. 

" Speak, Lord ; for Thy servant heareth." — 1 Samuel. 
" Lord, open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold the 
wondrous things in Thy "Word." — Psalm 119. 
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** I will hearkeu unto what the Lord my God will say 
concerning me." 

Grant me grace, God, to read and hear Thy Word in 
the same spirit with which it was written. 

Lord Jesus, open my understanding that I may under- 
stand, love, and obey Thy Holy "Word. 

Holy Spirit of grace, cause me to understand and to 
love Thy Word. Help my infirmities, and keep my thoughts 
from wandering for Jesus Christ's sake. 



EOR A PASTOR OR TEACHER. 

Grant me, O Lord, a persevering love of Thy Word, and 
so much light as is necessary for myself and for them that 
hear me. 

O God, the Fountain of all Wisdom, enlighten my mind 
that I may see, and teach others, the wonders of Thy 
Gospel, increase my faith, that I may learn what I ought to 
think and speak concerning Thee, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Bishop Wilson's " Sacra Frivata'' 



PRATER EOR FAITH IN THE MERITS OF OUR 

SAVIOUR'S DEATH. 

(Fob Good Friday.) 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, who hast given up Thine 
Only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to untold agony and pain 
of body and soul, even unto death upon the cross, cahn 
now our hearts in Thy presence. O God our Saviour, re- 
call our wandering thoughts by the power of Thy Spirit. 
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Enlighten our eyes, that we may be able to understand the 
mysteries of Thy sufferings through which Thou hast ful- 
filled Thy work for us before the Throne of Eternal Eighte- 
ousuess. Suffer our thoughts to enter so deeply into the 
fire of Thy love, that our hearts may be inflamed thereby. 
Grant that by a true faith our hearts may so partake of 
the merits of Thy blood and death, Thy victory and triumph, 
that in every conflict and distress we may never more be 
cast down. Forbid that we should tread under foot Thy 
sacrifice, and be unthankful for Thy love and faithfulness. 
Help us at this time with penitent hearts to stand beneath 
Thy cross, that the bitter work of Thy sufferings and death 
may not be lost to us and in vain. Amen. 



PEAYER AGAINST THE FEAE OF DEATH. 

(Fob Eastee Even.) 
Lord Jesus, Thou who after the sufferings of Thy death 
didst repose in the grave and hast thereby hallowed all our 
graves, and made them chambers of peace, we pray Thee to 
grant that we may not henceforth fear the tomb. Instead 
thereof, bestow on us Thy help, that when our last hour 
shall come, our spirits may enter into rest, and our bodies 
wait in the repose of the grave for the joyful resurrection 
to eternal life. Amen. — (From the Oerman.) 



PEAlYEE foe EASTEE MOENING. 

Selected feom the Easteb Moenino Litaitt op "the 
Chtjech op the United Beetheen." 

Behold the Lamb of Grod, which taketh away the sin of 
the world ; 
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Suffered uuder Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried ; 

The third day rose again from the dead, and with Him 
many bodies of the saints which slept ; 

Ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the throne of the 
Father ; whence He will come, in like manner as He was 
seen going into heaven. 

Through Him I hope to attain unto the resurrection of 
the dead : for the body which I shall put off, this grain of 
corruptibility, shall put on incorruption : my flesh shall rest 
in hope. 

We poor sinners pray^ 

Hear us, gracious Lord and God ; 

And keep us in everlasting fellowship with our brethren, 
and with our sisters, who have entered into the joy of their 
Lord. 

Glory be to Him who is the Eesurrection and the Life ; 
Who quickeneth us while in this dying state, and after we 
have obtained the true life, doth not suffer us to die any 
more. 

Glory be to Him in the Church which waiteth for Him, 
and in that which is around Him, for ever and ever. 
Amen, 



A FAMILY PRAYEE. 
(Foe the Moening.) 
Be pleased, Lord, to receive the praise we now present 
in the name of Jesus our Mediator for Thy continued care. 
As we enter on the day, we desire to remember and confess 
our entire dependence on Thy blessing. May we go forth 
in Thy fear. Give us grace to be diligent in our proper 
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work, doing all that we do as unto Thee and not unto man ; 
and having done all to look to Thy favour to grant success. 
Let these our acknowledgments honour Thy name ; and 
vouchsafe to keep us in the way that we go, and grant us 
good understanding in the sight of man. May we feel 
that we have a vocation, and look for Thy direction. May 
we work when it is ours to work, and wait when it is Thine. 
Teach us to look for the unfolding of Thy purpose ; to be 
patient if Thou seemest slack concerning Thy promise ; 
and to be cheerful under all depressing circumstances, in 
the belief that Thou wilt, in the right moment, interpose 
in our behalf. May we be content to know that it is our 
mission to glorify Thee, and let us be anxious only that in 
every situation we may by a Christian temper and spirit 
shew forth the praises of Him Who is our Saviour and Ee- 
deemer, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



A FAMILY PEATEE. 
(Foe the Evening.) 

Most merciful Father, we implore Thy forgiveness for 
all that has been wrong in us during another day. As we 
have been wanting in kindness and in service to those with 
whom we live, or have indulged vain thoughts or evil 
passions, or have not rightly used the talents Thou hast 
entrusted to us, have mercy upon us, God. "Wherein 
we have been unthankful unto Thee and have failed in sub- 
mission to Thy will and obedience to Thy commandments, 
be pleased, Q-od, to forgive us. Deliver us, most holy 
and merciful Father, from all evil dispositions and habits ; 
and preserve us, we beseech Thee, from all sins of thought, 
word, and deed. Grant us ever Thy Holy Spirit, that we 

M 
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may have true faith in Thy Son Jesus Christ, and may be 
truly the followers of Him whom we ackaowledge to be our 
Lord and Saviour. As we bear His name, so may we bear 
His likeness. Receive our evening sacrifice of praise for 
the safety and protection of another day, for the measure 
of health and strength, botb of body and of mind, which we 
have again received from Thee. Accept our tbanksgiviogs 
for the welfare of those most nearly related to us, and of 
the people among whom we dwell. Protect us, we pray 
Thee, this night from all harm and preserve us from every 
evil. Graciously bestow upon us what Thou knowest we 
need both for this life and for that which is to come. In- 
crease in our hearts confidence in Thee through the know- 
ledge of Thy Holy Word, and prepare us for every duty 
which may be required of us. May we shew forth Thy 
praise not only with our lips but by our lives, cheerfully 
submitting ourselves to Thy will, and diligently observing 
all Thy commands, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. — Altar of the Household. 



A FAMILY PRATER. 
(MoENiNG OE Evening.) 

{Composed hy Sir S, O, Smith, Governor of the Cape of 

Good Sope,) 

Lord of all power and might. Disposer of all things good 
and evil, deign to look down upon us frail and sinful 
creatures ; teach us who are our true fiiends ; preserve and 
strengthen us in all the trials of temptation ; defend us 
from the evil practices of wicked men ; teach us to worship 
Thee with all our hearts, our minds, our souls devoted unto 
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Thee through Jesus Christ : direct our hearts and our ac- 
tions towards our neighbour ; teach us how to live that our 
course in this life may lead us to life eternal ; teach us to 
forgive our enemies and to love our friends ; teach us after 
a peaceable life to look forward to that re-union in Heaven, 
the fountain of our hopes on earth, the happy place of 
rest for our immortal souls. When we must put off the 
mortal garment, and lie down on the bed of death, let us 
be at peace with Thee, Lord, at peace with all men, and 
at peace with our own hearts. This grant us, O Lord, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A FAMILY PRATER 

(Morning or Evening.) 

Almighty and most gracious Father, in all humility and 
reverence we present ourselves before the Throne of Thy 
mercy, and confess with shame that we are daily offending 
Thee, Thou God of purity, by committing faults Thou hast 
forbidden or neglecting duties Thou hast commanded. But 
Thou art a God of mercy who wiliest not the destruction of 
a sinner nor refusest the prayer of the humble penitent. 
Accept then our sincere repentance and wipe out the guilt 
of all our past offences. Make us fully sensible of the dan- 
gerous consequences of sin, and convince us there is no 
real happiness to be obtained in this life but what arises 
from the testimony of a good conscience and the hope of 
Thy Divine favour. Make us ever mindful that Thy all- 
seeing eye is a witness to our most secret thoughts, that 
we may not dare to do or purpose what Thou hast forbidden 
and of which we shall tremb^ to give an account at the 
Last Dav. 

m2 
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But, O God, unable as we are of ourselves to persevere 
in the paths of holiness, we humbly implore the aid of Thy 
Divine Spirit. Vouchsafe us such a measure of Thy grace 
as may strengthen our resolutions to amend our lives ; and 
defend us against the vanities of the world, the enticements 
of wicked men^ the temptations of the devil, and the cor- 
ruption of our own hearts. Boot out of our breasts all 
pride and envy, malice and ill-will ; put away from us all 
uncharitableness and slander, all lying and hypocrisy, and 
whatever is unbecoming a true Christian. Grant that we 
may keep ourselves in temperance, sobriety and chastity ; 
just and upright in all our dealings with the world, true to 
our promises, faithful to our trusts, affectionate to our 
friends, and benevolent to all mankind. Let Thy benedic- 
tion, Lord, accompany all our honest labours. Give us 
such a portion of worldly blessings as Thou seest best and 
most fittiug for us, and teach us to be coatent with our 
condition and resigned to Thy will. 

And while, O gracious Lord, we pray unto Thee for 
future blessings, we adore Thy glorious Majesty and praise 
Thy sacred name for all Thy mercies vouchsafed unto us in 
the various dispensations of Providence, in our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life ; but above all 
lor Thine inestimable love in reconciling the world unto 
Thyself by the sufferings and death of Thy only Son. 

And though we confess, O merciful Father, that we are 
unworthy of the least of all Thy favours, yet trusting in 
Thy kindness and in the merits of our Eedeemer, we 
commend ourselves, our friends, and all mankind to Thy 
Providential care, beseeching Thee to take us under Thy 
Almighty protection, for the sake of Thy ever-blessed Son 
Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Advocate. Amen. — Family 
Frayer used hy ,John Buckner, D.D,, Bishop of Chichester. 
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GENEEAL INTERCESSION. 

Accept, Lord, my prayers and intercessions for the 
whole race of mankind. Enlighten the dark corners of the 
earth with the bright sunshine of Thy glorious Gospel; 
and grant success to the pious endeavours of those 
who aim at propagating the Kingdom of Thy Son, 
that Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy saving health 
among all nations. Let Thy continual pity cleanse and 
defend Thy Church ; and because it cannot continue in 
safety without Thy succour, preserve it evermore by Thy 
help and goodness. Endue our Pastors and Ministers with 
courage and resolution to preserve those sacred rights Thou 
hast committed to their trust ; with zeal and diligence iii 
promoting true and lasting piety : and enable them for, 
and assist them in, a conscientious discharge of all their 
sacred duties. 

Bless all the people of this land with health, peace, and 
plenty, and teach them to usq Thy blessings with sobriety, 
gratitude, and charity. Make all Christians sincerely to 
practice the religion they profess ; and inspire them with 
uniting principles and charitable hearts; that they may 
love one another, and thereby convince the world that they 
are Thy disciples. 

Be merciful to all my friends, relations, and neighbours : 
convert those that are living in wilful sin; confirm and 
strengthen those that are in grace ; those that are in adver- 
sity, comfort and support them ; and those that are in pros- 
perity, suffer them not to forget Thee. 

Forgive all my enemies ; make them easy and ready to 
be reconciled, and grant them repentance and belter 
minds. 
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Be gracious to all that are in affliction and distress ; that 
labour under the difficulties of poverty ; that suffer perse- 
cution for the testimony of a good conscience ; that are 
exercised with bodily pains and diseases ; that are harassed 
with strong temptations, or are dejected with terrors and 
troubles of mind. Pity and relieve their several necessities ; 
give them patience under all their sufferings ; and in Thy 
due time deliver them according to Tby great mercy. 
Assist those that are at the point of death; and when 
their strength fails, let not their faith fail: — even in 
death enable them to trust in Thee. Grant this, 
merciful God, for the merits of Thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Amen. — New Manual. 



LITANY OF INTEECESSION. 

Selections from the Liturgy of " The Church of the United Brethren." 

Lord God, the Son, the Saviour of the world, 

JBe gracious unto us. 
Lord God, the Holt Ghost, 

Abide with us for ever. 

By thy diviue presence. 
By thy holy sacraments, 

By thy coming to thy church on earth, or our being 
called home to thee, 

JBless and comfort us, gracious Lord and Qod. 

Supply, Lord, we pray thee, all the wants of thy church ; 

Let all things be conducted among us in such a manner, 

that we provide things honest, not only in the sight of 

* 

the Lord, but also in the sight of men j (2 Cor. viii. 21.) 



Litany of Intercession. 1G7 

Bless the sweat of the brow, and faithfulness in business ; 
Let none entangle himself with, the affairs of this life ; 

(2 Tim. ii. 4.) 
But may all our labour of body and mind be hallowed unto 

thee: 
thou Preserver of men, (Job vii. 20.) 

Send help to all that are in distress or danger ; 
Be the support of the aged ; 
Make the bed of the sick, and, in the midst of suffering, let 

them feel that thou lovest them ; 
And when thou takest away men's breath, that they die, 

reveal thyself to the dying, for thou art the propitiation, 

not for our sins only, but also for the sins of the whole 

world : (1 Johnii. 2; Rom. v. 18.) 

Lord, who art over all, God blessed for ever, (Rom. ix. 5.) 
Be the Saviour of all men ; (1 Tim. iv. 10.) 

Have mercy on thy whole creatipn ; (Rom. viii. 19, 22.) 
Por thou camest, by thyself to reconcile all things unto 

God, whether things in earth, or things in heaven : 

(Col. 1. 20 ; Eph. ii. 16.) 
Thou Saviour of thy body, the church, (Eph. v. 23.) 

Bless, sanctify, and preserve every member, through the 

truth ; (John xvii. 17.) 

Grant that each, in every age and station, may enjoy thef 

powerful and sanctifying merits of thy holy humanity ; 

and make us chaste before thee in soul and body ; T 

Let our children be brought up in thy nurture and admoni- f 

tion ; (Eph. vi. 4.) 

Pour out thy Holy Spirit on all thy servants and handmaids ; 

(Acts. ii. 18.) 
Purify our souls, in obeying the truth, through the Spirit, 

unto unfeigned love of the brethren. 



168 Prayer of Parents for their Children, 

Keep us in everlasting fellowship with the church 
triumphant, and let us rest together in thy presence 
from our labours. 

Christ, thou Lamb of God, which takest away the sin of the 
world, 

Leave thy peace with us. 



PEATEE OE PAEENTS FOE THEIE CHILDEEN. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, Who hast pro- 
mised children as a reward to the righteous, and hast given 
them to me as a testimony of Thy mercy ; be pleased to be 
a Father to them, and give them healthful bodies, under- 
standing minds, and sanctified spirits, that they may be 
Thy servants and Thy children all their days. Let Thy 
great mercy and providence lead them through the dangers, 
temptations, and ignorances of their youth, that they may 
never run into folly and the evils of an unbridled appetite. 
So order the events of their lives that they may never fall 
into danger ; but by good education, careful teachers, holy 
examples, innocent company, prudent counsel, and Thy re- 
straining grace, their duty to Thee may be secured in the 
midst of a sinful world. If it seem good in Thine eyes, let 
me be enabled to provide conveniently for their support, 
that they may not be destitute or miserable at my death : 
or, if Thou shalt call me ofi* from this world by an early 
summons, let their portion be Thy care. Extend Thy mercy 
and providence over their bodies and souls, that they may 
never live vicious lives, nor die violent or untimely deaths, 
but let them glorify Thee here with a free obedience and the 
duties of a holy life ; that when they have served Thee in 
their generations, they may be co-heirs with Jesus in the 
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glories of Thy eternal kingdom, through the same our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

[Finish, O my God, the work of mercy which Thou hast 
hegun m (them). Protect and keep (them) in the midst of 
the dangers of this corrupt world ; and by Thy light and 
grace direct (them) in the way of everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. J — From Bishop Wilson's "Sacra 
Privatay 



A PASTOE'S PEATERS. 

O Lord, I beseech Thee, make me remember how much 
more than other men I have need to call upon Thee. My 
charge is great and my strength little. Give me grace to 
come often before Thee, and to ask that help which Thou 
art readier to give than I to ask, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

God of my fathers, and Lord of mercy, give me wisdom 
that I may know what is pleasing and acceptable unto 
Thee. I cease not to request of Thee, our true Lord and 
Master, that Thou wouldst grant me such knowledge and 
understanding, whether by the oracles of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or by the discourse of brethren, or by the inward and 
sweeter teaching of Thy inspiration, that whatever I teach 
and affirm I may always cleave to the truth. Thou art the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life : from Thee I have received the 
few things that I know. Teach me, Lord, many more 
things I know not ; and grant me such inward light and 
wisdom and knowledge as may be needful for me and for 
those whom I teach in Thy name. Keep me, heavenly 
Father, by Thy Holy Spirit, in the truths which I already 
know ; wherein, as a man, I am deceived, correct me ; 
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wherever I hesitate in truth, streDgthen my faith and save 
me from things false and hurtful, and grant that notliing 
may proceed from my mouth but what is first pleasing to 
Thee and also acceptable to all the faithful, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

great and glorious God, Who art of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, I cannot speak to Thee, for I am vile ! 
Yet Thou hast commanded me to draw near to Thy throne 
of grace, through the merits and mediation of Thy well- 
beloved Son. For His sake, I beseech Thee, put forth 
Thine hand and touch my mouth, and take away mine ini- 
quity and purge my sin. O Lord, Thou hast called me to 
be a watchman and a shepherd over a portion of that flock 
which Thou hast purchased with Thy blood. Who is suffi- 
cient for these things ? O that my sufficiency may be of 
Thee Who dost make Thy strength perfect in Thy servants* 
weakness. Give me, I beseech Thee, the tongue of the 
learned, that I may know how to speak a word in season to 
him that is weary, and to warn the rebellious. Open my 
understanding, that I may understand the Scriptures : talk 
with me in all my goings out and comings in, and make my 
heart to burn within me. When I speak the Word of 
Life to Thy people, make it in me as a burning fire ; and 
do Thou open their hearts to attend to the things that may 
be spoken. Let Thy Word, O Lord, ever be glorified! 
Pour out Thy Holy Spirit abundantly on me, that I may 
give myself continually to prayer and the ministry of the 
Word. Give me the wisdom and the love which Thou 
only art able to give: make me instant in season and out 
of season : let the loins of my mind be ever girded about 
and my light burning. Pill me with such an ardent love 
for the souls of men, that I may be willing to spend and 
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be spent in Thy service. StrengJ;Iien me in the inner man 
with the power of Thy might, that I may pull down the 
strongholds of Satan. Give me grace to sow seeds of 
righteousness ; in the morning going forth to sow and in 
the evening withholding not the hand. And do Thou, O 
gracious God, give the increase that I labour not in vain ; 
but, if it be Thy will, may see the trees of righteousness 
bud and bring forth abundantly, that our children may 
grow up as the polished corners of the temple. Amen. 

E. A. Suckling. 



PEATER POE CHAEITT. 

Since the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness 
of God, O Lord, lenify our rugged tempers ; mollify our 
adamantine hearts ; take from us these hearts of stone, 
and give us hearts more pliant to Thy holy impressions, and 
more kindly affectioned one towards another. 

Sparke^s Manual, (St. Stephen's Day.) 



EULE OF DEVOTION DUEING DIVINE 

SEEVICE. 

**Eo affectu est quselibet oratio dicenda a quocumque 
sacerdote, quasi prima dicatur, et nunquam sit amplius 
dicenda." 

[Let the minister say every prayer attentively and de- 
voutly, as if he was repeating it for the first and the last 
time.] 
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A PKATEE TO THE GOD OF PEACE. 

" Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always 
by all means.'* 2 Thessalonians iii. 



When struggling passions rage within 

To gain the mastery of the soul, 
To drag me headlong into sin, 
Despising reason's weak control, 

Then bid those struggling passions cease, 
Oh ! hear my prayer, Thou God of peace. 

When worldly cares my thoughts perplex 

With sad presage of future woes. 
When troubles keen my spirits vex, 
The loss of friends, the hate of foes ; 

Then bid those cares and troubles cease. 
Oh ! hear my prayer. Thou God of peace ! 

When fears are strong and faith is weak, 

When anxious doubts disturb my breast. 
And far and near I vainly seek 
A short repose and find no rest 5 

Then bid those fears and doubtings cease, 
Oh ! hear my prayer, Thou God of peace! 
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And when at length this earthly scene 

Shall fade before my glimmering sight, 
Should clouds of darkness intervene 
To hide Thy beams of heavenly light, 

Then bid those clouds of darkness cease, 
And take me to the realms of peace. 

Eev. G. Hulme, Heading. 



COVENANTEE'S HYMN. 



" Turn us then, God, our Saviour : and let Thine anger 
cease from us. Wilt Thou not turn again and quicken us, 
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ? Shew us Thy mercy, 
Lord ; and grant us Thy salvation." Fsalm xxxv. 



Thou that dwellest in the heavens so high 
Beyond yon stars, within yon sky, 
"Where the dazzling fields need no other light 
Nor the sun by day, nor the moon by night. 

« 

Though shining millions around Thee stand. 
For the sake of Him at Thy right hand, 
Oh ! think on the souls He died for here 
Now wandering in darkness, doubt, and fear. 

The powers of evil are all abroad, 
They own no Saviour and they fear no God ; 
And we are trembling in dumb dismay, 
Oh ! turn not Thou Thy face away. 

Our night is clouded and sad our day ; 
Aiid if Thou turn Thy face away, 
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We are helpless, feeble, and sinful dust 
With none to look to and none to trust. 

Thine aid. Most Mighty One, we crave, 
Not shortened is thine arm to save ; 
Afar from Thee we now sojourn, 
Eetum to us, O God ; return ! 

.James HoGa. 



** Haste thee ; escape thither." — Genesis xix. 



Haste, traveller, haste ! the night comes on, 
And many a shining hour is gone ; 
The storm is gathering in the west, 
Aj^di thou art far from Home and Eest ; 

Haste, traveller, haste ! 

O far from Home thy footsteps stray ; 
Cheist is the Life, and Chbist the Way ; 
And Chbist the Light, thy setting Sun, 
Sinks ere thy morning is begun ! 

Haste, traveller, haste ! 

Awake, awake ! pursue thy way 
With steady course, while yet 'tis day ; 
While thou art sleeping on the ground. 
Danger and darkness gather round ; 

Haste, traveller,. haste ! 

The rising tempest sweeps the sky ; 
The rains descend, the winds are high ; 
The waters swell, and death and fear 
Beset thy path, nor refuge near ; 

Haste, traveller, haste ! 
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Oh yes ! a shelter you may gain, 
A covert from the wind and rain, 
A Hiding-place, a Eest, a Home, 
A Kefuge from the wrath to come ; 

Haste, traveller, haste ! 

Then linger not in all the plain, 
Flee for thy life, the mountain gain ; 
Look not behind, make no delay, 
speed thee, speed thee on thy way ; 

Haste, traveller, haste ! 

Poor, lost, benighted soul ! art thou 
Willing to find salvation now ? 
There yet is hope ; hear mercy's call; 
Truth ! Life ! Light ! Way ! in Christ is all ! 

Haste to Him, haste ! 
William Bengo Collteb, 1829. 



ALL SAINTS' DAT. 



" After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the Throne and before 
the Larab, clothed with white robes, and palais in 
their hands ; and cried with a loud voice, saying. Sal- 
vation to our God which sitteth upon the Throne, and 
unto the Lamb." — JRevelation vil. 

Happy the souls released from fear, 
And safely landed there ! 
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Some of the shining number once I knew, 
And travelled with them here : 
Nay some, my elder brethren now. 
Set later out for Heaven, my junior saints below : 
Long after me, they heard the call of Grace 
Which waked them unto Righteousness : 
How have they got beyond ! 
Converted last, yet first with glory crowned ! 
Little, once, I thought that these 
Would first the summit gain, 
And leave me far behind, slow journeying through the 
plain. 

Loved while on earth ! nor less belov'd, tho' gone ! 

Think not I envy you your crown : 
No ! if I could, I would not call you down ; 
Though slower is my pace. 
To you I'll follow on, 
Leaning on Jesus all the way ; 
Who, now and then, lets fall a ray 
Of comfort from His throne : 
The shinings of His grace 
Softea my passage through the wilderness ; 
And vines, nectareous, spring where briers grew : 

The sweet unveilings of His Face 
Make me, at times, near half as blest as you ! 
O ! might His Beauty feast my ravished eyes. 
His gladdening Presence ever stay. 
And cheer me all my journey through ! 
But soon the clouds return ; my triumph dies ; 

Damp vapours from the valley rise. 
And hide the hill of Sion from my view. 
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Ah ! tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me ! 
Thou, Who hast kindled my intense desire, 
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire, 

And let me my election know ! 
Then, when Thy summons bids me come up higher, 

Well pleased I shall from life retire. 
And join the shining hosts, beheld at distance now. 

Augustus Montague Topladt, 1774. 



"THE END, EVEELASTING LIFE."-i2o7waw« vi. 

My life's a shade, my days. 
Apace to death decline ; 
My LoBD is life, He'll raise 
My dust again, even mine. 

Sweet truth to me ! 

I shall arise, 

And with these eyes 

My Saviour see. 

My peaceful grave shall keep 
My bones till that sweet day 
I wake from my long sleep 
And leave my bed of clay. 

• 
My Saviour's angels shall 

Their golden trumpets sound. 

At whose most welcome call 

My grave shall be unbound. 
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I said sometimes with tears, 
Ah me ! I*m loth to die ! 
Lord, silence Thou these fears ; 
My life's with Thee on high. 

What means my trembh'ng heart, 

To be thus shy of death ? 
My life and I sha'nt part, 

Though I resign my breath. 

Then welcome, harmless grave ! 

By thee to Heaven I'll go ; 
My Saviour's death shall save 
Me from the flames below. 

Sweet truth to me ! 
I shall arise. 
And with these eyes 
My Saviour see. 

Samfel Cbossman, 1664. 



« COME UNTO ME, ALL TE THAT LABOUR AND 
AEE HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE 
YOU WS:&l!r —Matthew xi. 

Best, weary soul ! 
The penalty is borne, the ransom paid. 
For all thy sins full satisfaction made ; 
Strive not to do thyself what Chbist has done, 
Claim the free gift, and make the joy thine own ; 
No more by pangs of guilt and fear distrest, 

Kest, sweetly rest ! 
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Eest, weary heart, 
From all thy silent grief and secret pain, 
Thy profitless regrets and longings vain ; 
Wisdom and love have ordered all the past, 
All shall be blessedness and light at last ; 
Cast off the cares that have so long opprest ; 

Rest, sweetly rest ! 

Best, weary head ! 
Lie down to slumber in the peaceful tomb : 
Light from above has broken through its gloom ; 
Here, in the place where once thy Saviour lay, 
Where He shall wake thee on a future day, 
Like a tired child upon its mother's breast, 

Rest, sweetly rest ! 

Eest, spirit free ! 
In the green pastures of the heavenly shore, 
Where sin and sorrow can approach no more. 
With all the flock by the Good Shepherd fed. 
Beside the streams of Life Eternal led, 
For ever with thy God and Saviour blest, 

Eest, sweetly rest ! 

H. L. L. 1859. 



•*THE LOED IS MT LIGHT AND MY 

SALVATION." 

Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, 

Lead Thou me on ; 
The night is dark, and I am far from home, 

Lead Thou me on. 
Keep Thou my feet ; I do not ask to see 
The distant scene ; one step enough for me. 
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I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 

Should'st lead me on ; 
I loved to choose and see my path ; but now 

Lead Thou me on. 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will : remember not past years. 

So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still 

AVill lead me on 
0*er moor and fen, o*er crag and torrent, till 

The night is gone. 
And with the mom those angel faces smile 
"Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile. 

JoKs Henet Newman, D.D. 



